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DECEMBER WORSHIP  

 

DECEMBER WORSHIP THEME: “GOD’S ACTION” 

DECEMBER 6, service online at 11:00 a.m. 
2nd Sunday of Advent 

Virtual Celebration of the Lord’s Supper  
Isaiah 40:1-11; Mark 1:1-8 

“How God Prepares” 
Rev. Jen Dunfee  
9:30 a.m. Virtual Messy Church-”Christingle”  
7:00 p.m.  Taizé Worship for Advent 

 

DECEMBER 13, service online at 11:00 a.m. 
3rd Sunday of Advent 
 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; John 1:6-8, 19-28 

“Light in Our Wilderness” 
Rev. Dr. Scott Ramsey 

7:00 p.m. Christmas Choral Concert online 

 

DECEMBER 20, service online at 11:00 a.m. 
4th Sunday of Advent 

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Luke 1:26-38 

“How Can This Be?” 
Rev. Dr. Scott Ramsey 

3:30  p.m.  Family Christmas Service  
 

DECEMBER 21, Longest Night Service online at 5:00 p.m. 
Longest Night Service in person at 5:00 p.m. 
Luke 1:46b-55 

“Remembering Mercy” 
Rev. Jen Dunfee 

 

DECEMBER 24, service online at 5:00 p.m. 
Christmas Eve 

Christmas Candlelight Services in person at 4 & 6 p.m.  
Isaiah 9:2-7; Luke 2:1-20 

“The Odd Authority of the Messiah” 
Rev. Dr. Scott Ramsey 

 

DECEMBER 27, service online at 11:00 a.m. 
1st Sunday of Christmas 

Service of Lessons and Carols 

Luke 2:22-40 

“Seeing Salvation” 
Rev. Jen Dunfee 
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December 5– Hanging & 
Giving of the Greens,  
decorating the exterior of the 
Church for the season,                   
9:00 a.m.  (Rain date: Dec. 6) 
 

December 6-Messy 
Church-”Christingle ”             
9:30 a.m. on ZOOM 

 

December 13-Christmas 
Choral Concert-video of 
last year’s choral concert, 
“Waiting for the Messiah”    
7:00 p.m.   
 

December 20-Family   
Christmas Service – 

3:30 p.m. in the parking lot off 
Great Falls Street 

December 21-Longest 
Night Service 

5:00 p.m. in the parking lot off 
Great Falls Street & available 
Online at 5:00 p.m. 
 

 

December 24-Christmas 
Eve Candlelight Service 

4:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m. in the 
parking lot off Great Falls 
Street & available Online at 
5:00 p.m. 
 

 

December 27-Lessons & 
Carols Service available 
Online at 11:00 a.m. 

Pre-registration is necessary for all outdoor, in-person events (to register, go to www.lewinsville.org 

and click on the event you would like to attend). Masks are required, and physical distancing will be 

maintained. Given the unfolding circumstances of COVID-19, these events are subject to change. Stay 

tuned to Thursday Updates and weekly bulletins for up-to-date information.)  

LEWINSVILLE RESPONDS TO MATTHEW 25 INVITATION 

In Matthew 25:40 Jesus teaches that we serve Him when we serve the 
most vulnerable, “the least of these,” who are members of His family. 
Increased racial injustice and of widening economic disparity in our 

country reveal there is work to be done. At its September regular 
meeting, Lewinsville’s Session voted to join several hundred other 

Presbyterian churches undertaking this work as part of the “Matthew 
25 Initiative” of the Presbyterian Church (USA) for dismantling               
structural racism. In the months ahead, Session will be sharing with the 
congregation a framework for considering how we might collectively 

or individually build toward greater racial justice and improved economic well-being for 
those most vulnerable among us. More can be learned about the PC(USA) Matthew 25 
initiative by visiting the website at:  

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/  

http://www.lewinsville.org
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/
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FROM THE PASTOR  

 

Dear friends at Lewinsville, 
 

   As we move into the season 
of Advent, we enter a season of 
preparation. 

 

This year, however, feels like 
a season of preparation unlike any 
we have experienced before. While 
the calendar tells us that we are  
getting close to Christmas, and while 
the leaves are falling and the weather is beginning to 
cool, many other things are different. The gatherings 
that we have taken for granted before are going to be 
different this year, if they happen at all. We need to 
wear our masks. We need to maintain physical distance. 
Surges in COVID-19 cases are necessitating renewed    
restrictions in order to restrain the spread of the virus. 

 

And yet, as the old song puts it, “This joy that I 
have, the world didn’t give it to me. The world didn’t 
give it, and the world can’t take it away.” 

 

The external circumstances of our lives provide 
the context in which we live out our faith, but the world 
cannot give or take away the joy of our faith. The joy of 
our faith, the anticipation of our faith, is not dependent 
on external circumstances. Our faith is lived out in the 
midst of external circumstances, but our faith is not    
dependent on them. 

 

So, as we prepare our hearts, our homes, our 
families, and our church for the coming of the Messiah, 
let us open our hands to receive the particular gifts that 
God has to give to us during these days. Let us open our 
hearts to share with God the particular sadnesses, hurts, 
and fears that are in us these days. And let us expect 
God to show us the way through these days. “Make me 
to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths. Lead 
me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of 
my salvation; for you I wait all day long” (Psalm 25:4-5)              
                             

                                                        Blessings for your journey, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                                  Pastor Scott  

MESSY CHURCH FAMILY 

WORSHIP-SUNDAY, DEC 6 

9:30 A.M.  ON ZOOM  
Children and families will gather for seasonal 
activities and to create their own “Christingle” or 
“Christ Light.”  Worship will follow and include Communion.                                                                          

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5       

9:00 A.M.                                      
(RAIN DATE, SUN., DEC. 6)  

The congregation is invited to sign up at www.lewinsville.org 
to attend this event, to decorate the exterior of the church 
for the season. 

     ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS EVENTS 2020 

CHRISTMAS CHORAL   
CONCERT                                 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13  
7:00 P.M. YOUTUBE LIVE AND 
ON FACEBOOK LIVE.   
 

The program will feature a baroque orchestra and the               
Lewinsville’s Chancel Choir, Lewinsville Choristers, Chancel Bells, 
and Lewinsville Bells will perform the Christmas section of     
Handel’s Messiah along with Advent and Christmastime favorites.  
Last year’s Advent theme, and subject of the concert, was 
"Waiting for the Messiah."  It seems fitting for this standstill and 
painful time, that we are reminded of hope, joy, and the coming 
of our King. The Advent season allows us to refocus our           
attention to the Lord as we await for the miracle of the Messiah 
and God’s incarnate gifts. 
We look forward to the days of a successful vaccine and our  
return to in-person worship where we will most definitely sing in 
all praise and glory to God “Hallelujah!” 

Come and hear the story of the                                                      
birth of Jesus through puppetry                                                                    
presented by the Lewinsville                      
puppeteers, the reading of scripture, and a                                                                      
family-friendly message. Masks are required.                                  
We ask families to register online and we will                                    
set up chairs in “family pods” for the service.                       
The service will be short, and will end with                                
candlelight to welcome the light of Jesus                                            
into the world.   
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Christmas Eve Services      
December 24 at Lewinsville Church 

4:00 and 6:00  p.m. Candlelight Services to be held in 
the church parking lot off of Great Falls Street 

5:00 p.m. Candlelight Service available online 

 

Isaiah 9:2-7; Luke 2:1-20 

“The Odd Authority of the Messiah” 

Rev. Dr. Scott Ramsey 

During Advent and Christmas we turn our eyes to Bethlehem 
and celebrate the wondrous gift of Jesus Christ, our Savior.  By 
giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, you honor this gift by 
providing assistance to current and retired church workers in 
their time of need and developing our future leaders at          
Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges.  Click 
here to donate to The Christmas Joy Offering,  Please give       
generously. 

Monday, December 21  
5:00 p.m. available online & in person                 

service held in the parking lot off Great Falls St. 
 

Luke 1:46b-55 
“Remembering Mercy” 

Rev. Jen Dunfee 

ANNUAL SUMMER MISSION PROJECT 
BAKE SALE 

 

As with most things these days, the annual SMP 
Bake Sale has been reimagined to a more safe,     
socially distanced event - but the treats will be as 
delicious as ever!  We've limited our offerings to 
manage expectations and orders must be placed no 
later than Monday, December 14 to guarantee    
availability.  Items will be available at our touchless 
pick-up area in the church parking lot on Sunday, 
December 20 anytime from 1:00-4:00pm or                 
no-contact delivery can be arranged if needed.  All 
proceeds will be donated to the local Habitat for 
Humanity affiliate and others our Summer Mission 
Project teams have worked with over the last 30 
years.  We may not have been able to build anything 
in 2020, but our mission is alive and well! 
 

Click here to order your goodies on-line or simply 
make a financial contribution - your generous      
support is appreciated either way. Please contact 
Linda Bender (llbender1@gmail.com) or Ben Evans 
(bevans@lewinsville.org) with any questions.  

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fxe5qZhegMgSKJO-4N06mbfD-UMKiJEm2S-4jC8x9lWFe_HHLaWRqG3Jo8h2hQnbCDI_m-dqXpO4ij_5-6UNLzPCnokluPEkFENhq70toXg_m9b0nAOxj4V8xVwnaQGsT4L5E4USy53h11o0DBPc_y3x1GlTwY61_1Wmj0xwD67jkOgF8HlRZFHQjNpu6cBs
https://www.lewinsville.org/events/holiday-bake-sale/
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REV. JEN DUNFEE 

CARE MINISTRY  
 

    As the months of the pandemic 
stretch on and it feels so, so long 
since we worshipped together in 
the Sanctuary, I find that I     
acutely miss different aspects of 
worship at different times.  Often it is singing together, the 
sound of other voices mixed with my own in songs and prayer.  
Then the moments of connection, coming down the chancel to 
shake hands during the passing of the peace, joining children on 
the steps for children’s time, greeting you all after the service.  
Recently it has been Communion, which in its very name, which 
according to etymonline.com came from St. Augustine’s          
combining com “with/together” and unus “oneness, union”  
requires us to be with each other as one.  We know the Holy 
Spirit helps us see the expansiveness of the table, which was part 
of the liturgical prayer the Extended Communion providers 
shared with those unable to attend services at LPC.  The               
Extended Communion providers already practiced seeing how 
the communion table can connect in Christ those who do not 
enjoy the meal at the same time in the same place.  We have all 
needed that imagination of being connected in Christ during 
Communion as we have created our own table, with bread and 
juice, crackers and wine, or as one Messy Church family did,  
leftover pizza crust!  A seminary professor said that the church 
re-members itself as the Body of Christ when we remember what 
Jesus did for us at the Communion Table.   I miss seeing that       
re-membering with whatever combination of Lewinsville     
brothers and sisters, and visitors and friends, the Spirit brought 
together for any given service.  And I miss thinking of all the 
people receiving Extended Communion being a part of that as 
well.  Once again I will preside over Communion to a video 
screen in an empty Sanctuary on December 6th.  As I do, I will 
rely upon the words of a favorite communion liturgy for what 
we need in this time apart, “We remember God’s Son, Jesus: He 
healed the sick and restored sight to the blind; He welcomed 
strangers and ate with outcasts. Dying on the cross, he saved us 
from our sins, Risen from the dead, he gives us new life.  We are 
able to remember because of the gift of the Holy Spirit, God’s 
first gift to those who believe, who will complete God’s work in 
the world.”  May the new life of Jesus, the gift of the Holy Spirit 
to help us remember, and the promise that God’s work will be 
completed in this world, give us strength.   
                                                                                                                                                                          In Christ,   
                                                                                                                                                                                                       Jen  

ALTERNATIVE GIFTS PROGRAM 

 

Lewinsville Presbyterian Church  invites 
the community to join in the Alternative 
Gifts program where  congregants can 
make donations to charitable                          

organizations in the name of a loved one or 
friend in lieu of spending on a physical gift.  The Alternative 
Gifts program begins at the end of November and continues 
through Advent.  An Alternative Gift is a wonderful way to 
show your appreciation for the special people in your life and 
provides a tax-deductible gift to support Lewinsville                      
Presbyterian Church mission projects.  
  
     Give a gift that gives twice!  Instead of a traditional gift, you 
can give a donation through the Alternative Gifts program to 
provide financial support in the name of the honoree to 
Homestretch, the Friends of The Lewinsville (meal support           
program), the Falls Church-McLean Children's Center, United 
Orphanage and Academy in Kenya, SHARE, Second Story, and 
other Lewinsville Presbyterian Church mission projects. 
 

     Beautiful cards are available to let 
the honoree know that an               
Alternative Gift has been given in 
their name.  For more information on 
these Lewinsville mission partners 
and the Alternative Gifts program, 
please contact Alan Stevens at 
avslc11@verizon.net. 

CALLING ALL BAKERS! 
 

To share the joy of Christmas with Chesterbrook Residences, 
the Deacons/Stephen Ministers are looking for donations of 
cookies.   
 

We are asking everyone to wear a mask while baking and to 
put 4-5 cookies in a zip lock bag.  Cookies will be collected at the 
church December 15-17.  Or email Pastor Jen who can arrange an 
alternate time or pick up.  Our goal is big! About 35 dozen! 
 

Please help the Deacon/Stephen Ministers reach their goal! 



MEMBERS IN INDEPENDENT LIVING, NURSING HOMES &  CARE CENTERS: 
ASHBY PONDS:  Quinn and Celia Morrison, Evelyn Jones, Fran Kogon,  
 Richard Rager 
BRIGHTVIEW, GREAT FALLS:  Elizabeth  McKenna 

CHESTERBROOK RESIDENCES:  Dee Custer, Nancy Miller 
THE FALLSTEAD:  Margie Roe 

THE GARDENS AT FAIR OAKS, CLIFTON:  Mary Partridge 

GOODWIN HOUSE, FALLS CHURCH:  Charles and Mary Hutchison 

GREENSPRING, SPRINGFIELD:  Joanne Field 

THE HERMITAGE:  Margot Scheffey 

THE JEFFERSON, ARLINGTON:  Fran Pearce, Bob and Beverly Johnson 

THE KENSINGTON, FALLS CHURCH:   Bob Heilen 

LEWINSVILLE RETIREMENT RESIDENCE:  Louise Fox, Jane Gardner,            
Dong Lee, Lurleen Ogle,  Lucille Quinn, Mina Sulaiman   
VIENNA MANOR, FAIRFAX:  Steve Stephenson 

VINSON HALL, MCLEAN:  Elaine Baker, Jean and Charlie Mertz,
 Helen Martin 

THE VIRGINIAN:  Don Robb 

WESTMINSTER AT LAKE RIDGE:  Lora Watson 
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ANNIVERSARIES 

Congratulations to ALL Lewinsville couples celebrating December 
wedding anniversaries. The following couples are celebrating a  
milestone occasion: 
• Rosalind and Paul Phillips - 50 years on December 12 

• Christina and Doug Colley - 52 years on December 14 

• Connie and Ken Schafer - 61 years on December 20 

• Bob and Beverly Johnson - 51 years on December 20 

• Connie and Phil Church - 54 years on December 30 

• Betty and Bruce Douglass - 56 years on December 31 
*   
DEATHS 

Our loving sympathy and prayers are extended to Amirtha Raj  Besant 
on the death of her sister, Dr. Leela Rajendra, on November 2 in 
India. 
 

Our loving sympathy and prayers are extended to Brad Fisk and    
family on the death of his brother, Jim Fisk, on November 13. 
 

BIRTHS 

Congratulations to Lauren Edmondson and Christopher Vollmond-

Carstens on the birth of their son, Shephard Henry Carstens, on  
October 28th.  The proud grandparents are Jim and Jane Edmondson. 
 

Congratulations to Jon and Karolina Mellor on the birth of their son 
Daniel Thaddeus Mellor, on November 7.  The proud grandparents 
are Tom and Anne Mellor. 
 

Congratulations to Ryan and Liz (Walcott) Clay on the birth of their 
daughter, Caroline Hannon Clay, on November 6th.  The proud 
grandparents are John and Nancy Walcott. 

CONFIRMATION INTEREST MEETING      

DECEMBER 6 AT 12:30 PM ON ZOOM 

Starting in Mid-February, Lewinsville will be 
offering a Confirmation course for any          
unconfirmed youth grades 8 and up. There 
will be a brief interest meeting for parents and         
students after worship on Dec. 6th at 12:30 pm. 
on Zoom.  Contact Ben Evans for the Zoom              
           link. (bevans@lewinsville.org) 
 

    A WORD FROM YOUTH MINISTRY  
        With most of our Youth Fellowship                 
                        gatherings meeting virtually, we've talked  
                                  at length about different ways to                           
                                       nurture our souls while in isolation. 

Though we miss seeing and connecting with our 
Lewinsville  community on Sunday mornings, this 
time has offered us a chance to learn more     
contemplative spiritual practices, faith                   
deepening, and introspective discovery. Of 
course, we all still get caught up with the things 
we have going on and long for social connection, 
but we encourage ourselves in this time of              
physical distancing to practice self-care, find 
ways to work on personal goals, and set aside 
some time to sit alone with God.  
 

Who knows?  
 

        God may be waiting to tell you something.    
 

                                                                                          Have you been listening?  
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ADVENT THROUGH THE EYES OF THOSE WHO 
WAITED 

 

In this Covid-19 pandemic year, we have been forced to wait 
in many ways. Waiting is often hard. At times it can be a    
tiresome challenge. But waiting can also provide us with    
divine blessings. Advent is both a season of waiting and   
coming, as we expectantly wait for the coming of our Lord 
and Savior. So what can we learn from the waiting                  
experiences of some of the key biblical personalities of             
Advent? 

 

Using a curriculum entitled “Advent Trough the Eyes of 
Those Who Waited” Join Dan Thomas and John Nothaft as 
we explore with the class through scripture, music, and             
poetry how Isaiah, Zechariah, Mary, and Elizabeth faced both 
the challenges and blessings of waiting. A participant piece is 
available for all three lessons via email. The schedule will be: 
 

   Nov. 29th - The Prophet(s) Isaiah 

   Dec. 6th -   Annunciations Visit to Zechariah and Mary 

   Dec. 13th - Mary and Elizabeth’s Songs Of Blessedness 

 

FAITHFUL CITIZENSHIP 

 

The recent election confirms there is a deep partisan division in 
the United States. Many have become concerned that the fabric 
of American democracy is being weakened by that deep division.  
This three week course will examine the potential risk to        
democracy, discuss what might be done to counteract any     
damage and consider what the role of the institutional            
Presbyterian Church and the congregation at Lewinsville should 
be. We will NOT re-litigate issues in the election nor discuss who 
actually won or who should have won.   
 

The three sessions will be: 
November 29: The Guardrails of Democracy.  Americans are justly 
proud of their formal institutions of democracy. A recent study 
of democracy failures in other countries, How Democracies Die, 
has argued that there are also informal institutions and practices 
that are important to the health of democracy. We will examine 
these “guardrails of democracy,” discuss whether they are        
important and whether they are in danger and, if so, what we 
might do about it.  
 

December 6: Reconciliation Versus Accountability. Both political 
parties have accused the other of crimes and have urged that 
legal action be taken against opposition party leaders including 
at the highest level.  Yet doing so can limit the ability for         
reconciliation as partisans believe they are being unfairly singled 
out for revenge rather than for justice. We will discuss how to 
balance the need for accountability with the need for                     
reconciliation.   

December 13: The Role of the Church.  While we hope to                  
ultimately live in the Kingdom of God, the Reformed tradition 
stresses that democracy is an invaluable institution here on 
earth. Yet Christians have not escaped the deep divisions that 
plague our country. Recognizing this, we will discuss what the 
church should do to facilitate reconciliation, focusing on our own 
denomination and congregation.  
 

One of the great strengths of Lewinsville has been our ability to 
discuss difficult issues in a civil manner. There is no advanced 
reading for this course and no prerequisite for attending except a 
willingness to engage in civil dialogue and to avoid personal           
attacks on political leaders, party leaders, people in the room or 
anyone else.  
 

 

Leader: Linton Brooks  

ADULT EDUCATION SPECIAL SESSION    SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20 

                                                                                    9:45 A.M. ON ZOOM 

A BRIDGE BETWEEN ISLAM & CHRISTIANITY 
 

 

PRESENTED BY  MATTHEW D. TAYLOR. 
Protestant Scholar, The Institute for Islamic,  
Christian, and Jewish Studies in Baltimore;                 
Ph.D. (Islam and Christianity) Georgetown                  
University; M.A. (Theology) Fuller                                  
Theological Seminary  



1724 CHAIN BRIDGE ROAD 

MCLEAN, VIRGINIA   22101 

WASTE WATCHING DURING THE HOLIDAYS 
(AND BEYOND!)             
Reducing food waste is one of the most important things we 
can do to care for God’s creation. The US Department of 
Agriculture estimates that Americans waste between 30 and 
40 percent of our food each year, with the heaviest losses 
occurring during the winter holiday period. Throwing away 
food affects our ecosystem by wasting the water and energy 
it takes to grow, harvest and package it. Food that ends up in 
landfills produces methane, a dangerous greenhouse gas that 
contributes to climate change. 
While food waste occurs throughout the entire food chain, 
consumers are responsible for the largest portion. Actions 
we can take include: 
• Don’t overbuy. Plan and shop carefully for the number 

of people you will be feeding. Beware of                      
recommendations from stores and packages for portion 
sizes far in excess of what people actually eat. 

•  ‘Shop’ your pantry before shopping at the store to be 
sure of what you already have on hand; use older items 
first if you do stock extra.  

• Use leftovers. Share with guests or neighbors; warm 
them up or upcycle into something new; research what 
freezes well, and have a system for keeping track of 

what is in your freezer. 
• Store leftovers and food that will spoil quickly in a 

prominent place in your refrigerator, in clear containers 
for easy identification. 

• Compost what you don’t use: join a community             
compost program (advocate for one, if your community 
doesn’t offer service!) or use a home compost bin. 

• Educate yourself and share knowledge with others. 
Check out: 

 https://foodprint.org/issues/the-problem-of-food-waste/ 
for general information about food waste;  

  www.savethefood.com Tips on food storage and plan-
ning, with helpful digital tools; and 

  https://www.nrdc.org/sites/default/files/wasted-2017-

report.pdf  Comprehensive USDA report on food waste.  

https://foodprint.org/issues/the-problem-of-food-waste/
http://www.savethefood.com
https://www.nrdc.org/sites/default/files/wasted-2017-report.pdf
https://www.nrdc.org/sites/default/files/wasted-2017-report.pdf

