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History of the 

Christingle 
 

The idea of Christingles came from 

a Moravian Church in Germany in 

1747. The minister, John de          

Watteville, gave children at the 

service a lighted candle with a red 

ribbon around it. This represented 

Jesus being the light of the world 

and the final prayer of that first 

service was "Lord Jesus, kindle a 

flame in these children’s hearts, 

that theirs like Thine become". The 

custom went around the world 

with the church. Missionaries 

brought the Moravian 

Church to England in the 

late 1700s.  
 

Over the years the 

symbolism of the 

Christingle grew 

into what's known 

as a Christingle  

today.  
 

The word Christingle could have 

come from several sources. It 

might be an 'English' version of 

'Christkindl' (meaning little Christ 

child), the present bringer in some 

parts of Germany and other       

European countries, who         

represents the baby Jesus. It 

could be a the putting together 

of the words 'Christmas' and 

'ingle'. Ingle is an old Scots word 

for fire and so that would make it 

mean the 'Christ Light'.  



What’s in Your Virtual Messy Church Package? 
(Packages for the Virtual Messy Church held December 6) 

 

1. In light & darkness advent for families 

 *  Weekly readings/devotions 

 *  Shadow box Theater and puppets construction directions/script 

 *  Advent Calendar 

2. “You will find the baby” invisible ink activity book 

3. Advent folder Game 

4. Christingle mat and playdough 

5. DIY Christingle supplies (Orange not included) 

6. Emmanuel Coloring page 

https://youtu.be/cD0bvk2d2Ls
https://youtu.be/BWCG6IiCAQI


AFTERNOON MUSIC/PUPPET REHEARSAL   SCHEDULE 

FOR DECEMBER : 

 

December 6  Music rehearsal on zoom      4:30-5:30 pm 

 

December 13  Puppet Rehearsal in person 

    “The First Noel” 3-3:30 PM 

     Gabriel & Mary 3:30-4:00 PM 

   Meeting in the small parking Lot  

 

December 20              Family Christmas Service 3:30-4:30 PM 

         In Small Parking Lot 

 

December 27              No ReHearsals  

HOOPS and the Sunset Service will combine again December 20 for a special 
service for families.  The Christmas Story Service will meet at 3:30 p.m. in the 
parking lot off great falls street. Come and hear the story of the birth of 
Jesus through puppetry presented by the Lewinsville puppeteers, the    
reading of scripture, and a family-friendly message.   Masks required.  We ask 
families to register online and we will set up chairs in “family pods” for the 
service.  The service will be short, and will end with candlelight to welcome 
the light of Jesus into the world.    



Lewinsville Presbyterian church-”Bringing home the mess” 

It was the prophet Micah who foretold that the Messiah would be 

born in Bethlehem.  The second candle we light this Sunday is called 

“the Bethlehem candle”; it represents faith, recalling the journey of 

Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem. 

Let’s make the journey with them during this advent season. As we 

do, we can go forward with a certainty that God has a plan for 

us, a destination where we will encounter him.  Like Mary and       

Joseph, we may not know the challenges and disappointments we 

will face along the way.  But our faith tells us to trust that God 

has everything in his most capable hands. 

The journey to Bethlehem is one we must undertake if we are to live 

and grow in faith. The darkest path there will 

lead us to a great light. 

“But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
from you shall come forth for me one who 
is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from 

of old from ancient days.”                 
—Micah 5:2 
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https://youtu.be/EBqpu_-5M6A
https://youtu.be/M3xxDOclMnc




The art in the book is very colorful and inviting. The curious birds and simple text make this book a great introduction to the 
Christmas story for children .  cut out silhouettes of different characters from the story with various colors of felt.  cut 
out buildings and strips of color for the backgrounds.  

Here are some scenes from the story…. talk through 
the story and moved the felt pieces around.  

The inn is full. Where will Mary and Joseph stay? The book doesn’t         
actually mention who the people in the story are {because the birds 
wouldn’t know}, talk to about what was happening in the story.  

The angel appears to the shepherds.                                                           The birds visit the stable where Jesus is born.  
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https://youtu.be/DC0QORRDgvk


Paper Dove of peace Ornament 

 

1. Print the template on card stock or 

heavy paper.  Print two of the wing 

pattern. 

2. Cut out the pattern.  On the dove 

body, cut out the two of the inner 

“feathers” and fold down. (see the pic-

ture). 

3. Cut out two of the wing pattern.  

Cut out three of the inner “feathers” 

on both sets of wings.  Fold the feath-

ers down (see picture). 

4. Fold along the dotted line on the 

wings and place glue on the flap.  Glue 

to the bird body where indicated by 

the dotted line on the body. Repeat on 

the other side. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Use a hole punch to create the eye and 

a hole for cord to Hang the dove. 

6. Cut out a little green leaf shape from 

either paper or tissue paper and glue 

it in the dove’s beak….this is the “olive 

branch” -a symbol of peace and         

forgiveness 

The Second Candle of Advent                     

the Peace candle 

https://youtu.be/oLYORLZOaZE


Advent Donut wreath 

You will need: 

• Doughnut 

• green sugar or green sprinkles 

• birthday candles (3 blue/purple and 1 pink/red) 

1-Talk about how advent wreaths are round (like the doughnut) and just like God 

there is no beginning and no end.  

2-sprinkle the doughnut with the green sugar or sprinkles . Evergreens are a     

symbol of eternal life.  

3-the purple/blue candles stand for royalty because Jesus is our Prince of Peace. 

The pink/red candle is the color of a rose. Light the candles and say  what each one 

stands. The first purple/blue candle stands for hope, the second one for Peace, the 

pink/red candle joy, and the last candle stands for love.  

We light the advent candles to remind us that Jesus is the light of the world and 

from the darkness he brings life.  

Edible candle 

You will need (makes two candles): 
• One banana 

• One strawberry 

• Toothpicks 

• Sugar star cookie with a hole in the middle (not shown) 

1-Cut each banana into 2 candle sticks. Do not do this step too far ahead or 

the banana will brown. 

2-Slice the sides of the strawberry so that you are left with a thick middle 

piece. 

3-Use a toothpick to fix the strawberry onto the banana. 

4-place the “candle” in the center of the cookie (not shown) 

Christmas wreath cookies/Advent Wreath cookies 

You will need: 

• 1/2 cup unsalted butter 

• 10 ounces miniature marshmallows 

• 1 teaspoon green food coloring 

• 6 cups Cornflakes cereal 

• Crisco for hands 

• Cinnamon candies for garnish 

• Four birthday candles or pretzel sticks for     

candles (dip the ends in yellow icing) 

 

Click on the picture for directions how to make the   

cornflake wreaths.   

When the wreaths are formed and before they cool to harden, put the four “candles” 

around the wreath at the same time as the cinnamon candies are placed around. 

https://youtu.be/XEnlyVzuzaY

