
Virtual Volunteering Opportunities  

 
Nonprofits are the backbone of our communities – some are more visible than others in their 

impact and the needs they meet. While COVID-19 is affecting everyone, nonprofits are 

particularly feeling the pinch. They must simultaneously adjust their work environments and 

policies to ensure the safety and well-being of their staff and volunteers while demand for their 

programs and services surges beyond the scale their networks are prepared to handle.  We 

listed virtual volunteering opportunity categories below.  If you are interested in a particular 

category, we encourage you to investigate these opportunities by selecting one of the links in 

that category.  As you consider the many virtual/remote volunteer opportunities available to 

you, please keep in mind the nonprofit organizations may be delayed in responding to your 

expressions of interest and/or inquiries.  

 

LITERACY OPPORTUNITIES 
 

• BookShare.Org offers thousands of books to people with reading disabilities. As 

an online volunteer you can either scan books to be added to the collection or edit 

books that have been scanned.    BookShare is a program of Benetech. 

• Distributed Proofreaders These online volunteers turn public domain books into online 

books, mostly for Project Gutenberg. Many volunteers work on a book at the same time 

and proofread each other’s work.    

• CricketTogether is an online mentoring program where students and their adult 

mentors read the same Cricket articles and then discuss them online.     

• Learning Ally Many audiobooks are created with text-to-speech software that scans text 

from computer files and uses synthesized human voices to read the text aloud. 

However, illustrations or figures used throughout the books are not included. Online 

volunteers type those figure descriptions into the text, enabling students to receive ALL 

book material, not just the text.    

• LibriVox is a nonprofit that coordinates online volunteers to record audio versions of 

public domain books.  

• Transcribe anti-slavery manuscripts The Boston Library needs help transcribing their 

collection of handwritten correspondence between anti-slavery activists in the 19th 

century into texts that can be more easily read and researched by students, teachers, 

historians, and big data applications. 

• Translators Without Borders recruits volunteers who want to translate texts into 

different languages for NGOs and nonprofits.   

• TED Translators - a global community of volunteers who subtitle TED Talks, and enable 

the inspiring ideas in them to crisscross languages and borders 

• Smithsonian Digital Volunteer - Become a Smithsonian Digital Volunteer and help them 

make historical documents and biodiversity data more accessible. 

 

https://www.bookshare.org/cms/
https://www.bookshare.org/cms/get-involved/volunteer
https://www.pgdp.net/c/
http://www.gutenberg.org/
https://cricketmedia.com/meet-crickettogether
https://go.learningally.org/Get-Involved/Volunteer-Opportunities
https://forum.librivox.org/
https://www.antislaverymanuscripts.org/
https://translatorswithoutborders.org/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcatchafire.us14.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Db92674089310b0c4a9f72f701%26id%3Dce11de45cd%26e%3D38b6692659&data=02%7C01%7CKimberly.Greene%40thomsonreuters.com%7C1de68fb85caf410fb6fc08d82f2af22a%7C62ccb8646a1a4b5d8e1c397dec1a8258%7C0%7C0%7C637311208786226601&sdata=goSoJJpCqISA8ErOc4qxQlpQg1TzbQi3ImWqhm7qt9E%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcatchafire.us14.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Db92674089310b0c4a9f72f701%26id%3D7987b14d96%26e%3D38b6692659&data=02%7C01%7CKimberly.Greene%40thomsonreuters.com%7C1de68fb85caf410fb6fc08d82f2af22a%7C62ccb8646a1a4b5d8e1c397dec1a8258%7C0%7C0%7C637311208786236590&sdata=XfOG4kcJAToLqRF2%2FawBSgorU9j%2BH2zuKs139z5Y%2BOs%3D&reserved=0

