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MARCH WORSHIP
LENT 2021: CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY:
MARCH 7, service online at 11:00 a.m.
3rd Sunday in Lent
Virtual Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
Matthew 28:16-20; 1 Corinthians 11:17-26

“The Ground of our Community:
Baptism &the Lord’s Supper”
Rev. Dr. Scott Ramsey
9:45 a.m. Messy Church Celebration-Stations of the Cross
7:00 p.m. Taizé Worship
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME-SPRING AHEAD 1 HOUR
MARCH 14, service online at 11:00 a.m.
4th Sunday in Lent
Numbers 21:4-9; Ephesians 2:1-10
“Threats to Community:
Ge

Judgmentalism, Resentment, Anxiety”
Rev. Jen Dunfee
3:30 p.m. HOOPS –March Madness!
9:45 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. Lenten Study-Denise Hopkins
MARCH 21, service online at 11:00 a.m.
5th Sunday in Lent
Matthew 18:15-20; Mark 3:13-19

2021 LENTEN STUDY SUNDAYS, MARCH 14 & 21

ON ZOOM

WITH DR. DENISE DOMBKOWSKI HODKINS, WESLEY SEMINARY

BIBLICAL AND CONTEMPORARY TRAUMA: INTERSECTIONS FOR RESILIENCE

Ancient Israel experienced many types of losses that gave rise to profound grief, both
“Paths to Community, Part 1:
Time together, Time alone; Prayer together, Prayer alone” individually and collectively. David Carr notes that “suffering, and the survival of it, was
Rev. Dr. Scott Ramsey
9:45 a.m. & 7:00 p.m. Lenten Study-Denise Hopkins
MARCH 28, service online at 11:00 a.m.
PALM/PASSION SUNDAY-HOLY WEEK BEGINS
Romans 3:21-26; Mark 2:1-12; Matthew 18:21-22

“Paths to Community, Part 2:
Confession and Forgiveness”
Rev. Dr. Scott Ramsey

1724 Chain Bridge Road, McLean, VA 22101 (703) 356-7200

CLAIMED

written into the Bible” for both Israel and the early Church. Over the last decade,
scholars have increasingly turned to trauma studies as their interpretive tool for
illuminating this suffering and survival for the sake of recovery and resilience in the
midst of contemporary trauma. Our 4 sessions will consider what selected biblical texts
reveal about trauma then and now:
March 14 at 9:45 a.m. Session 1: Biblical Survival: An Overview of
Response to Trauma
March 14 at 7:00 p.m. Session 2: Ezekiel: Accessing Trauma through
Visual Images
March 21 at 9:45 a.m. Session 3: The Little Slave Girl in 2 Kings 5:
Heroine or Trauma Victim?
March 21 at 7:00 p.m. Session 4: Psalm Metaphors, Neurobiology,
and Trauma
Continued on page 2
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Continued from front page….

FROM THE PASTOR

OUR LENTEN STUDY SPEAKER:
DR. DENISE DOMBKOWSKI HOPKINS

Dear friends at Lewinsville,
“Your word is a lamp to my feet
and a light to my path,” we read in Psalm
119:105. “Teach me your paths,” we read
in Psalm 25:4. “He leads me in paths of
righteousness for his name’s sake,” we
read in Psalm 23:3. “I am the way,” Jesus
tells us in John 14:6. As we make our way
through life, these texts assure us that
the God of Jesus Christ will lead us,
guide us, and show us the way forward.
A regular challenge for us, however, is that we often
want to know where this particular path will end, rather than
being content simply to know what our next step should be.
Whether out of an anxiety about what’s going to happen, or
a desire to be in control, or just an impatience to know the
future, we want to know where it’s all going to go. (Some of
us have been known to skip ahead to the end of a book, to
find out how the story ends!)
Of course, if we did know how a given situation will
eventually come out, that would eliminate the need for us to
depend on God along the way. We would fall prey to the
tempting illusion that we can go it on our own without God’s
help. We could become our own gods.

A native of upstate NY, Dr. Dombkowski Hopkins has
studied twice at the Ecumenical Institute for Theological
Studies on the West Bank. She has received several grants
and awards, among them: American Association for the
Advancement of Science (AAAS) Dialogue on Science,
Ethics, and Religion (DoSER) program “Science for
Seminaries Phase II” project with Paul Cho and Michael
Koppel (2020); a Wabash Center Project Grant, sponsored
by the Lilly Endowment (2013), an Association of
Theological Schools Research Grant (2007), and a
Theological Education Renewal Award from the Yale
Center for Faith and Culture (2006), all with her colleague,
Michael Koppel. She also received an Exemplary Teaching
Award (2011-12) from the General Board of Higher Education
and Ministry of the United Methodist Church. Her interests
include the Psalms, feminist interpretation of the Bible, and
the intersections between the Bible and pastoral care. She
is the mother of two children, Brian and Ariel, a new
grandmother, and an avid gardener, golfer, bicyclist, tennis
player, and ballet lover.
THE LENTEN STUDY ZOOM LINK WILL BE PROVIDED
THROUGH THE THURSDAY MAIL

What God consistently does is to illuminate the next
step of our journey. God’s light may not show us everything
that we need to do from here on out. But God’s light will
reliably illuminate what we need to do next. There will often
be times when it will feel like we are “walking in the dark.”
We will not be able to see where any particular road will end.
But as we draw close to God in prayer, as we ask God to
show us what our next step is, God’s light will lead us to
what we should do next.
Step by step. That is how we will make our journey
through life. And that is how our lives of faith unfold
Blessings for your Lenten journey,
Pastor Scott
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“If you had been the only person who ever lived,
Jesus still would have died and rose again, just
for you. He loves you that much.”

CALLED

SENT

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING - is an annual special offering that makes the love
of Christ real for individuals and communities around the world who suffer the effects of
disaster, conflict, or severe economic hardship. While other denominations also participate
in this offering, the PCUAS’s projects target disaster assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger
Program, and self-development of people - all working to serve individuals and
communities in need. From initial disaster response to ongoing community development,
their work fits together to provide people with safety, sustenance, and hope.
We will receive funds for the 2021 One Great Hour of Sharing throughout the period of
Lent, beginning February 17th and running through Easter Sunday, April 4th. This year’s
offering is complicated our not physically meeting together in the church building. Instead
we encourage you to safely donate online through the Lewinsville website. On the
Lewinsville home page (http://lewinsville.org), a link to the OGHS online giving page is under the Events heading on the right-hand side of the page. The process is quick, easy, and
secure. If you prefer, you also may mail a check to the church office. Please annotate that
it’s for the One Great Hour of Sharing offering. We appreciate your support, as will the deserving recipients.

ECO-PALMS AT LEWINSVILLE
LPC Lewinsville demonstrates its commitment to earth care and social justice by purchasing
Eco-Palms for our Palm Sunday observances. What are they, and why is our choice
important?
Approximately 300 million palm fronds are consumed annually in the United States alone.
Most come from rainforests regions of Mexico and Central America. Conventional harvesting methods compensate low-paid workers for the number of palms they cut, not the quality, or the care they take in
harvesting. This leads to overcutting, which damages the trees and threatens their long-term sustainability. Local
communities profit little from the industry because the palms are transported by middlemen to other locations to be
processed and packaged for export.
The Ecopalms project (https://ecopalms.org/) was begun in 2005 at the University of Minnesota to provide churches with
environmentally friendly, “fair trade” palms. The Presbyterian Church (USA) was among the first denominations to team up
with the Ecopalms project. Ecopalms partners with communities in Guatemala and Mexico where
workers commit to tending palm forests using sustainable practices. Workers are paid a decent
wage, and the sorting and processing of the palms occurs in the local communities. Because the
palms need the shade of the rain forest to grow, supporting the efforts of these communities also
protects the surrounding rain forest, which might otherwise be cleared for agricultural fields.
Our continued support of the communities affiliated with the Ecopalms project is more important
than ever in this time of global economic hardship stemming from the pandemic.

Thank you, Lewinsville!

SUNSET SERVICE, MARCH 17, 5:30 P.M. “Christian Community: Life and Ministry Together”
Lewinsville will gather for outdoor worship service on Wednesday, March 17 at 5:30 p.m. in the small
church parking lot. (Parents are invited to bring their children to the Hoops! gathering and then come to
the Outdoor Worship service.) Parking will be available in the larger parking lot. The theme for this
upcoming Sunset Service will be “Christian Community: Life and Ministry Together.” Attendees will
share in prayers and reflections on the Word, listen to music, and participate in an interactive
experience. The service will be 35-45 minutes in length. Registration is required and can be done through
the Lewinsville website. We ask that all wear a mask and keep to social distancing guidelines.

Watch the Thursday Update in March for more detailed information about this service.

CLAIMED
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LIVESTREAMING CHURCH SERVICES COMING
TO LEWINSVILLE
The day is rapidly approaching when Lewinsville will begin a
new ministry: livestreaming the eleven o’clock worship service on Sunday mornings. This will be a shift from the kinds
of worship services to which we have grown accustomed in
the last year. Whereas we have been enjoying a sequence of
individually recorded videos that have been edited and
blended together, the live-streamed service will be virtually
all of one piece, from beginning to end. It will feel more like
a “regular” worship service in the sanctuary. We anticipate
these live-streamed services to begin during the month of
March.
In preparation for that day, Barbizon Lighting Company of
Alexandria has begun installation of enhanced lighting in our
sanctuary, lighting designed specifically for Lewinsville’s
space. One computer mounted in the A/V console will control all lighting requirements in the chancel area.
A singled wall mounted push-button switch near the A/V
console will be capable of managing all current lights in the
sanctuary from the one location.
Our pre-recorded services, provided during the pandemic,
have taught us that there is an even broader community
that would enjoy being part of our worship family each
week. Offering live services on Sunday seems like a natural
step forward.

LIVESTREAMING LIGHTS ARE BEING INSTALLED IN THE SANCTUARY
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“BREAKING, BLESSING, BUILDING:
A Call For The Common Good”
A FREE Live-Streamed Gathering for ALL Church
Leaders March 5-7, 2021
You’re invited to register for the NEXT Church’s annual
conference – offered on-line this year in live-streamed
format – scheduled to be held Friday-Sunday, March 5-7,
2021. NEXT Church is a network of leaders – church
members, ruling elders, youth leaders, educators, pastors,
seminarians and professors – across the PC(USA) who
believe the church of the future will be more relational,
more diverse, more collaborative, more hopeful and more
agile. NEXT Church seeks to provide space for robust
conversations about the theology, culture, and practice of
ministry; support strong, faithful leadership in a time of
adaptive change, and encourage collaboration and creativity
across congregations and geographies. Find out more about
this year’s conference and register at:
https://nextchurch.net/gathering/2021-national-gathering/

ASSOCIATE PASTOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE
HARD AT WORK
The Associate Pastor Nominating Committee has been
meeting nearly every week since last March. Since then we
have completed the denomination’s Ministry Information
Form (MIF) (see www.lewinsville.org/staff-openings/),
received and reviewed about 85 Pastor Information Forms
(PIFs) from candidates, and conducted a first round of
interviews with the most promising of candidates. The first
round is nearly finished and a second round of more
in-depth interviews with a few candidates will begin in
March, again by Zoom. When the field has been narrowed
to a single candidate, references will be checked, the
denomination must clear the candidate, and negotiations
about the terms of call occur. The final step is presentation
of the candidate to a Congregational Meeting for approval
we hope by early summer. If you have any questions, feel
free to contact any of the members of the APNC, who are
Bruce Douglass, chair; Jack Calhoun, Mary Frase, Siobhan
Grayson, Elaine Guth, Meggie Lineberger, and Doug Smith.

CALLED
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REV. JEN DUNFEE
CARE MINISTRY
“JUST NEIGHBORS: AN IMMIGRATION
OVERVIEW”
Sat. March 6, 9:00-10:30 a.m. via ZOOM
(see Thursday update for zoom or RSVP on the website to receive a
separate reminder email with zoom link)
Erin McKenney, Executive Director of Just Neighbors, an
immigration legal services non-profit founded by members
of the United Methodist Church, will provide an overview of
their work and discuss current immigration topics including
overall policy and issues like DACA, Temporary Protected
Status and more. Just Neighbors provides direct immigration
legal services to low-income immigrants in DC, Maryland and
Virginia. Please join us to learn more about the issues our
immigrant neighbors are facing, and how we can help.
To RSVP: https://www.lewinsville.org/events/just-neighbors-animmigration-overview/

SECURE DOCUMENT SHREDDING EVENT
MARCH 6

9:00 a.m.-Noon

Looking to shred and dispose of those important personal
documents you no longer need in secure manner? Join the Lee
Cronin Real Estate Team for a Secure Document Shredding event
in the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer parking lot on
Saturday March 6 from 9:00AM until Noon (or until truck is full).
Please Contact Lee Cronin Lee.sold@kw.com (703) 328-6722 or
Eric Morris Eric_Sold@kw.com (703) 867-0926 in advance if you
plan to bring materials to shred to get details regarding
acceptable/unacceptable materials for shredding, and so the
Lee Cronin Team can reserve truck of proper size.
There will be no charge for shredding, although a free will
offering will be accepted to support the next MCLEAN
COMMUNITY
RISE AGAINST
HUNGER EVENT.
Cash and
checks written
to Rise Against
Hunger will be
accepted.

CLAIMED

After a five week on-line course, I have
completed training to be a Stephen
Leader through the Stephen Ministries
program. I highly recommend the online
course to be a Stephen Leader, as it
provides an opportunity for training for people who may have
found the week of travel for training prohibitive. Yet it offers a
similar experience, albeit through Zoom, of the gifts of being in a
community of Christians learning about caring and the deep
knowledge of Stephen Ministry to participate in the leadership
of this ministry at LPC. The training suggested that Stephen
Leaders might be people who have not been trained as Stephen
Ministers, as I was not, since the gifts of supervising and
organizing might not be the exact same as though involved in
direct caring. I am grateful to join the trained Stephen Leaders at
LPC: Pat Matheson and Karen Siple who are currently active
Stephen Leaders, and Wendy Maiwurm and Doug Maguire who
previously served. The Stephen Ministers training develops the
skills necessary for responsible caring through the love of Jesus
Christ. Stephen Ministry uses a model of a house to describe
these skills: the foundation is grace-based acceptance, the door
is trust, the walls are listening and empathy, and the roof is
confidentiality. When a person in the church experiencing any of
a variety of needs is matched with a care-giver, he or she can be
confident that this person will be a trained confidante, ready to
listen non-judgmentally and share the grace of Jesus Christ
through relationship. This relationship is based on the Stephen
Ministry motto, “We are the caregivers, God is the cure-giver.”
LPC is blessed with a cohort of trained Stephen Ministers who
are able to be your partners for a situation event of a loss,
change, transition, challenge, or a more-long term one such as
loneliness during a pandemic. If you are interested in learning
more about Stephen Leadership, being a Stephen Minister or
receiving the care of a Stephen Minister, send me an email or
give me a call. Stephen Ministry is a ministry of hope, sometimes
hope held in the spirit of a care-giver until a person is able to
find it for him or herself. Therefore I close with this scripture
from Hebrews 6 about what we find in Jesus, “we have this hope
as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure.”
In Christ,
Jen

CALLED
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From March 25-27th come to the church entrance by the
Sanctuary to pick up Palms for you and family members
to use during the livestream of the Palm Sunday service
and drop of a donation for Christ House in DC, which is
often in urgent need of food. Christ House provides
health care to sick, homeless persons in the District of
Columbia and assists them in addressing critical issues to
help break the cycle of homelessness. Lewinsville
Presbyterian Church volunteers have bought and served
dinner at Christ House for over 20 years! While Christ
House has temporarily suspended volunteer activities and
prepared food donations during the coronavirus crisis,
they are in urgent need of
non-perishable food items,
including:
Peanut Butter
Ground Coffee

Cereal (low sugar) Dry Coffee Creamer Oatmeal
Tomato Sauce
Canned Corn Whole Wheat Pasta Dried beans Canned Green Bean
Canned Black-eyed Peas Canned Baked Beans Canned Pinto Beans
Mustard Ketchup Brown Rice Mayo Salsa
Oils (coconut, olive, sesame seed) Soy Sauce Hot Sauce
Vinegars (apple cider, rice, balsamic)
Spices (garlic powder, oregano, basil, black pepper, sea salt, paprika, curry,
cumin)
Palms will be available outside on Thursday March 25th from
5:00-8:00 p.m., Friday March 26th from 12:00-2:00 p.m., and
Saturday March 27th from 9:00-11:00 a.m. Volunteers will remove
the filled boxes at the end of each donation time and deliver the
items to Christ House at the conclusion of the food
drive. It is okay if you want to come get a palm and

don’t have an item to donate! We hope many in the
congregation can celebrate Palm Sunday by waving
Palms during the service.

Jam/Jelly
Black Tea Bags

McLean Cares is a coalition of houses of worship, businesses, and individuals in the Tysons Corner area formed in response
to the COVID-19 crisis in an effort to provide for our neighbors and local restaurants experiencing economic hardships.
McLean Cares volunteers place orders monthly for generous-size meals at local restaurants, provide tips for the workers
safely preparing the food, and distribute the meals to those in need at no charge. Lewinsville Presbyterian Church,
Immanuel Presbyterian Church, Temple Rodef Shalom, and McLean Baptist Church are joined in the initiative to support
locally owned businesses, restaurant employees, and food-insecure neighbors in a win-win-win effort for those that have
been especially hard hit during the pandemic.
The McLean Community Foundation has generously contributed to the effort, and 100% of their grant support has gone
directly to local restaurants as orders are placed for the monthly meals. To date, McLean Cares has worked to purchase
and distribute over 2,160 meals, putting $25,000 back into the local community. The McLean Cares planning team rotates
through distribution sites, including SHARE of McLean, two lower income apartment complexes, families at Falls ChurchMcLean Children’s Center, the Fallstead at Lewinsville Center senior housing, Embry Rucker Shelter, Bailey’s Crossroads
Shelter, The Culmore Center, Lewinsville Senior Center, Terraset Elementary School, and more.
Please consider supporting the McLean Cares Initiative by donating money, by volunteering to deliver meals, and by
ordering from the McLean Cares Restaurant Partners, including McLean Family Restaurant, Badd Pizza, Listrani’s, El Tio
McLean, Kimberly’s Corporate Catering, Simply Fresh, Lebanese Taverna, McLean Pizza Restaurant, Moby Dick House of
Kabob, Mylo’s Grill, Saint Germaine Catering, and Fluffy Thoughts. Prayers are also appreciated for the neighbors receiving
this needed sustenance and the local restaurant workers and small business owners preparing the meals. Visit the McLean
Cares Facebook site at https://www.facebook.com/stophungersupportbusiness/?ref=page_internal for additional information, or
if you have any questions about the McLean Cares Initiative or how you can support this work, please contact Augusta
Niday at thenidays@gmail.com

6

CLAIMED

CALLED

SENT

MEMBERS IN INDEPENDENT LIVING, NURSING HOMES & CARE CENTERS:
ASHBY PONDS: Quinn and Celia Morrison, Evelyn Jones, Richard Rager
BRIGHTVIEW, GREAT FALLS: Elizabeth McKenna
CHESTERBROOK RESIDENCES: Dee Custer, Nancy Miller
EDGEWORTH PARK AT NEW TOWN, WILLIAMSBURG: Ruth Bathe
THE FALLSTEAD: Margie Roe
THE GARDENS AT FAIR OAKS, CLIFTON: Mary Partridge
GOODWIN HOUSE, FALLS CHURCH: Charles and Mary Hutchison
GREENSPRING, SPRINGFIELD: Joanne Field, Sarah Larson
THE HERMITAGE: Margot Scheffey
THE JEFFERSON, ARLINGTON: Fran Pearce, Bob and Beverly Johnson
LEWINSVILLE RETIREMENT RESIDENCE: Louise Fox, Jane Gardner, Dong Lee,
Lurleen Ogle, Lucille Quinn, Mina Sulaiman
VIENNA MANOR, FAIRFAX: Steve Stephenson
VINSON HALL, MCLEAN: Elaine Baker, Jean and Charlie Mertz,
Helen Martin
THE VIRGINIAN: Don Robb
ANNIVERSARIES
Congratulations to ALL Lewinsville couples celebrating March
wedding anniversaries. The following couples are celebrating a
milestone occasion:
• Grant and Judy Mann—35 years on March 9
• Will and Carol Kaffenberger—54 years on March 20
• Ernst and Sara Volgenau—62 years on March 29

Our loving sympathy and prayers are extended to the family of
Lora Watson who died on February 14. Plans for a memorial
service will be announced at a later date..
Our loving sympathy and prayers are extended to the family of
Peggy Dunlap who died on February 10. Plans for a memorial
service will be announced when finalized. Burial will be in
Arlington Cemetery at a later date.
Our loving sympathy and prayers are extended to the family of
Fran Kogon on her death on February 6th.
Our loving sympathy and prayers are extended to the family of
Gail Roberts, a former member who was active in the music
program, on her death in Portsmith, Ohio, in October 2020.
Our loving sympathy and prayers are extended to Doug Smith and
family on the death of his mother, Mary Alice Smith, on January
13th.
Our loving sympathy and prayers are extended to Mike McKeown
and family on the death of his sister, Sally Schreiber, on January
30th in Cincinnati.
Our loving sympathy and prayers are extended to Sally McKeown
and family on the death of her sister, Gail McNamara on her
death on February 6th in Culpeper, VA.

DEATHS
Our loving sympathy and prayers are extended to the family of
Elaine Baker who died on February 18. The family will be having a
private burial in Williamsburg, with a memorial service to be held
when it is safe to gather.

BIRTHS
Congratulations to Silke and David Douglass on the birth of their
son, Kai Arran Douglass, on February 10. The proud grandparents
are Bruce and Betty Douglass.
MOVED
Best wishes to Rick and Renie Ruehlin on their move to San Diego.
We wish them well, and look forward to them visiting us soon as
COVID safety allows.

YOUTH FELLOWSHIP DURING LENT

CONFIRMATION: HOW DO WE KNOW AND TRUST GOD?
In Confirmation Class at Lewinsville, we're asking some pretty
Big Questions. Questions we know have thousands of different
answers, depending on who you ask. We want to know; how do
you Know and Trust God? And how do you feel close and stay
connected to God? If you would like to try and answer some of
these questions, send your responses to Ben Evans and we might
talk about them as we continue our class:
bevans@lewinville.org

CLAIMED

As we await the
coming of Christ at Easter, we'll be taking a look at the
distractions present in our lives that we idolize and keep
us from God. Joshua 24:23 says, "throw away the foreign
gods that are among you and yield your hearts to the Lord."
Too often we allow these "foreign gods" to take priority in
our lives and they keep us from a meaningful relationship
with God. This lent, what distractions can you turn off or
put away that will help "yield your hearts to the Lord?"

SINGLE SENIORS VIRTUAL LUNCH
MARCH 12
Single seniors will meet virtually for
fellowship via Zoom on Friday, March
12, at 11:30 am. We'll look forward to seeing each other's
faces, even if just on the screen, and updating one another
on how we're doing. A Zoom link will be sent out later.

CALLED
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1724 CHAIN BRIDGE ROAD
MCLEAN, VIRGINIA 22101

ANTEBELLUM
BELLOWS
BREATHES ANEW
If you joined Lewisville’s online audience for the January 24th
worship service, you enjoyed a musical performance not heard at
Lewinsville Presbyterian Church since the mid-19th century.
Director of Music Ministries John Nothaft played the prelude on
our recently restored reed organ (manufactured in 1846). The
second-hand instrument was brought to the rebuilt wooden chapel
that was our church home before and after the Civil War. The
organ served the church well until the turn of the next century.
More than 120 years later, the recently completed restoration
included deep cleaning the ivory keyboard, repairing a stuck
mechanism in the bass register of the keyboard and repairing the
music stand. Paul Fulcher, Lewinsville’s organ curator, discovered
and restored a new rank (4’ reed), and restored the instruments
expressive wind bellows, allowing more dynamic contrast. Finally,
the instrument was thoroughly tuned. While renovation continues
in Heritage Hall this year, the Prince and Company reed organ is
resting in the narthex where John Nothaft, on any given day, can be
found experimenting with its many features. He is determined to
discover all its capabilities. After all, it was originally advertised as
an instrument “capable of 609 notes.”

Children and Youth
are invited to join us
in the church
parking lot for
FUN AND GAMES!
We have a
veritable
smorgasbord of
games that we
never got to
play...and some new
ones...and some with a
basketball!

Come to have fun
but wear a mask!
March 14
3:30-4:30 p.m.

