Lewinsville Presbyterian church-”Bringing home the mess”

GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY
Good Shepherd Sunday occurs on the fourth Sunday in the
Easter Season. The name derives from the gospel reading for the
day, which is taken from the tenth chapter of John's Gospel. In
this reading Christ is described as the "Good Shepherd" who lays
down his life for his sheep. The Psalm for the day is Psalm 23,
which also makes use of shepherd imagery.

Something to think about (John 21)
•

Who are Jesus’ sheep?

•

Why did Jesus ask Peter if he loved him three times?

•

How is Peter supposed to “feed Jesus’ Sheep”?

•

How are WE to Feed Jesus’ Sheep?

Imagine if you were lost and no one was looking for you. It would be a
horrible feeling! It’s easy to imagine the worse and let fear overcome.
Now stop and imagine the complete opposite! Someone, is passionately
searching for you. Someone will never stop searching until
you are found. Someone is never giving up until they find
you.
This is what the shepherd did for a sheep. And this is
what God will do for us if we ever lose our way.
Let’s teach our children that if we every lose sight of
who God is, He is always there activity searching for
them. Remember this sheep was once in the flock and
got lost, maybe distracted by something – something
that can so often happen to young people in the
church.
Use this story to reassure them that no matter
what, and no
matter when, the
good shepherd
Jesus, will always
be searching and
wanting them back.

Instructions:
• Print and Cut out all pieces.
• Roll shepherd over on
itself and glue where
marked.
• Glue staff to his hand.
Bend arm slightly
forward.
• Fold sheep like shown
in image.
• Start your role-play!!

JOHN 21: JESUS
GIVES PETER A
NEW START
(PRAYER ACTIVITY)
WHAT I LOVE ABOUT THE MEETING OF PETER AND JESUS ON THE BEACH IN JOHN 21 IS THAT PETER IS GIVEN A CHANCE TO
START AGAIN- HIS THREE DENIALS OF JESUS MIRRORED BY THE THREE TIMES HE TELLS JESUS THAT HE LOVES HIM.
THIS PRAYER ACTIVITY HELPS TO EMPHASISE THE IDEA OF THE NEW STARTS THAT JESUS CAN GIVE TO US ALL SO THAT WE TOO
CAN GO OUT AND REACH OTHERS FOR HIM.
YOU WILL NEED: TWO CONTAINERS- ONE HOLDING A MIXTURE OF
VINEGAR AND SALT (ABOUT A CUP OF VINEGAR TO A TABLESPOON OF
SALT) AND ONE HOLDING WATER. OLD, STAINED COPPER COINS.
GIVE EACH CHILD A COIN AND ASK THEM TO THINK ABOUT PARTS OF
THEIR LIFE WHERE THEY MIGHT HAVE LET OTHERS DOWN OR WOULD LIKE
A NEW START. PUT EACH COIN IN THE CONTAINER OF VINEGAR AND
SALT. LET THEM SAY SORRY TO GOD IN THEIR HEADS IF THEY WOULD LIKE
TO. PUT ON THE LID AND SHAKE (SOME OF THE COINS WILL START TO
CLEAN UP EVEN BEFORE YOU PUT THE LID ON!) THANK JESUS FOR FORGIVENESS AND NEW STARTS. TAKE OFF THE LID AND TRANSFER THE
COINS TO THE WATER TO WASH OFF THE VINEGAR. LET EACH CHILD TAKE A COIN AWAY AS A REMINDER OF THE NEW START
JESUS GIVES.
AS AN EXTENSION YOU MIGHT ASK THE CHILDREN TO GIVE THEIR COIN TO ANOTHER PERSON AND TO PRAY THAT THAT PERSON
WILL GET A NEW START WITH JESUS.

Popcorn Sheep Craft Supplies:

• Sandwich Baggie {the ziploc kind – one per sheep craft}
• Popped Popcorn {I think about 2-3 cups per craft}
• Black Cardstock
• White Cardstock
• Kid Friendly Paper Scissors
• Wiggle Eyes {two per sheep craft}
• Tape Runner Adhesive or Large Glue Dots
Optional – embellishments like stickers, bows, glitter etc.

Directions:
•
•
•
•

First things first – stuff your sandwich baggie with the popped
popcorn. Just a handful {or two} inside the bag until it’s nice
and full.
Now seal off your baggie at the top. Set aside.
Grab all your cardstock paper and scissors. Using our pictures
as an example, cut out a large circular head, some ears, legs,
hair etc. for your sheep.
Finally – to finish off the Plastic Baggie and Popcorn
Sheep craft, glue all your paper pieces to the stuffed baggie.
• Go ahead and also glue down the wiggle eyes on his
head.
Then display your stuffed popcorn sheep craft piece for
ALL to see!

Make it your own – if you decide popcorn isn’t your thing
{that’s totally cool!} you can also use pre-shredded white
crinkle paper. The steps are still the same from above but
you would be just doing a different “sheep wool” in the
inside.

The earth is our home. However, we humans don’t always take
care of it properly. Understanding what we do wrong can help
us fix it.

Saturday, April 24-join us at 10:00 a.m. for a family
event, “Kiss the Ground” and Sunday, April 25 for a
worship celebration of faith & Climate

Global warming
Technology, factories, and vehicles need energy to work.
Making this energy releases
gases into the air that trap the
sun’s heat. This means the
planet is getting hotter
and much harder to live

Life on Earth

Plastic Pollution
Plastic waste takes thousands of years
to break down into tiny pieces.
Unwanted plastic can hurt animals
that get caught in it or eat it
accidentally.

Food Waste
Growing food for everyone on
Earth takes up a lot of space
and energy. On top of this,
huge amounts of food are
thrown away uneaten.

As humans damage
nature, other animals
and plants struggle.
Many are in danger of
dying out altogether,
and becoming extinct.

Fading Forests
The world’s forests are being
cut down and burned to make
room for cities and farms.
Trees clean the gases that add
to global warming. Without
forests, the planet will get
even hotter.

No such thing as “away”
When you throw something out, it doesn’t really
go away. Most garbage is burned or dumped in a
landfill, but some can be recycled. Recycling
means make waste into something new!
Landfills are huge
places where
garbage is dumped
then covered us or
buried.

Hang up you hotel somewhere
sheltered from the rain and wind.

Make a bee-rilliant hotel to get your garden or local park
buzzing with life! Look in your trash to help you decide which
of these bee hotels to make…..

From the Garbage
Old plant pots, plastic cups or the middle of a plastic bottle
Old straws
Dry grass
Newspaper or scrap paper
Cardboard

Extra supplies
Scissors

Plastic straws are bad for nature. Squeeze then in
tightly so they can’t fall out and blow away.
Different types of bees need different sized bedrooms.
Roll up pieces of newspaper or scrap paper to make
little bee-sized tubes.
Roll up cardboard in a swirl. Fill the gapes with
dry grass so it doesn’t move around.

string

Cut off the top and bottom of a plastic bottle.
Use the middle for your
been hotel.
Fill the middle part of a
plastic bottle with
your old or used
straws to make bee bedrooms.

How do BEES
Help the Planet?
Bees are pollinators—they buzz from
flower to flower, spreading pollen.
When a flower receives pollen, it can
make seeds, which then grow into new
plants. Without bees, many plants
would disappear.

