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July-August 2021

THE CONTINUING PROGRESS OF THE RENOVATION

JULY WORSHIP

Exposed ceilings and walls, hanging light fixtures, and stripped floors are slowly but
surely being transformed into new spaces for program and worship!

JULY 4, livestreamed at 11:00 a.m.
6th Sunday After Pentecost
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper, live & virtual
2 Corinthians 12:2-10; Mark 6:1-13

“Thorns, Rejections, & Persecutions-Oh My”
Rev. Dr. Scott Ramsey

JULY 11, livestreamed at 11:00 a.m.
7th Sunday After Pentecost
Ephesians 1:3-14; Mark 6:14-29

Youth Center/Wall for TV-Smart Board

Steel Support for Counter in Lower Level Restroom

Ready for Drywall-Lower Level Hallway

“How the Plan Works Itself Out”
Rev. Dr. Scott Ramsey
JULY 18, livestreamed at 11:00 a.m.
8th Sunday After Pentecost
Psalm 1; Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

“Haphazard Grace”
JULY 25, livestreamed at 11:00 a.m.
9th Sunday After Pentecost
Ephesians 3:14-21; John 6:1-21
Rev. John Molina Moore

Elevator Shaft-Rotunda

Rotunda Taking Shape

Ready for Drywall-Top Floor Hallway

Trivia Contest Winners On Tour!

Ready for Drywall-Large Meeting Room
Main Level

Keep Up with our Renovations! Each week, we post new photos of the latest work

1724 Chain Bridge Road
McLean, VA 22101 (703) 356-7200

being done on our renovation plans. We invite you to take a look each week for the
latest! Access our Renovations Photo Album HERE. We post the photo in sequential
order, so you will see the most recent photos first. Each photo file is dated and
each photo has a description included. This link is also available in the "Take Note!"
section of our website Home Page

CLAIMED

Our construction company is making great progress!!

CALLED

SENT

FROM THE PASTOR
Dear friends at Lewinsville,
Two fundamental life forces that
express themselves in our lives are the
togetherness force and the individuality force.
We can call these the “we” force and the “me”
force, or the “together force” and the
“separate force.” Healthy, mature living
involves doing both of them. Times of anxiety
drive us to choose only one of them.
The togetherness force draws people
together. It binds us together in relationship
and in community, it recognizes that we can do things with a group
that are not possible on our own. It recognizes that, in a very deep
sense, we belong to each other.
The individuality force is the expression of our uniqueness, our
creativity, our innovative and outside-the-box thinking. It is the
expression of leadership that says – as did Martin Luther King, Jr. – “I
have a dream.” Others did not agree with the dream, but God had
given Dr. King the vision for the good of us all.
All of us need each other. “It is not good that the man should be
alone,” we read in Genesis 2. And all of us need to articulate and
express our individuality. Jesus has called you, personally, to follow
him. God has given you gifts that no one else can bring. If you refuse,
for whatever reason, to articulate and express those gifts, a significant
part of you will suffer, and the world as a whole will suffer.
We need to honor both the togetherness force and the individuality
force. The great, two-part calling in mature living is (1) to think clearly
for yourself while (2) remaining emotionally connected to others.
What is very interesting to observe is that, in times of high anxiety, this
two-part calling becomes really difficult. In times of stress or anxiety
or conflict, there will be a tendency either to collapse ourselves into a
kind of “group-think” or to engage in emotional cut-off from others.
Either we will go along with the group because we don’t want to
“rock the boat,” or we will defiantly say, “I can’t deal with you people,”
and go our own way. Both of these reactions – a collapse into the
surrounding togetherness force, or an emotional cut-off that can’t
stand the differences – will be problematic.
What do you find energizing about the ‘togetherness force’? What do
you find invigorating about the ‘individuality force’? And when do you
find the togetherness force to be suffocating? When do you find the
individuality force to be a way to escape from close relationships?

We are now back to in-person church services for the
whole congregation. That includes the children!
Everyone is asked to continue wearing a face mask so
families with children can feel safe and during this time
we are introducing a special worship bag of activities for
the children as they sit with their parents in the pews.
Because we are under construction those familiar areas
and activities that previously were provided for the
children during the services are not available (Narthex
Center & Sermon Stories). During this summer of
construction, we have introduced "CONSTRUCTION
ZONE WORSHIP BAGS" to help where the children remain
in the worship service.
The bags are a great supplement to the sermon. Children
can be engrossed in one activity (like coloring, doing a
word search, etc.) and still hear the sermon. In fact, it
helps them concentrate even more! Just like adults, some
kids listen better when they are fidgeting or using their
hands.
The bags will be available in blue bins as you enter the
sanctuary. Each child (age 4 and up) may take one and use
the contents while in worship. At the end of the service,
return the bag to one of the blue bins.
Each week we will play: Sermon
Bingo! Play this game by listening to
the sermon and filling each box on
the Bingo board with words heard
that start with the letters: G, R, A, C,
E. Fill up the entire Bingo board and
present the filled board when the
worship bag is returned to the blue
bin at the end of the service and
receive a prize.

SUMMER PICK- UP CHOIR
We will be having Summer singing on July 18,

Blessings for your journey,

August 1, and August 15.

Pastor Scott

Please meet in the chancel at 10:00 am for
rehearsal.

All are welcome!
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At the recent Annual Staff Planning Day, your Lewinsville Church staff discussed our goals for the coming program year. As we
are coming out of a most difficult and challenging year, what do we believe God is calling us to do? Below are highlights from
Staff Goals for the next year. We look forward to hearing about your hopes and goals for the church in the coming years, as
we discern God’s will for us together:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Reconnect—Rebuild—Retain—Redevelop—Reimagine our congregation, our ministries, our traditions. What needs to be
held onto? What needs to be modified? What needs to come to an end?
Process the terrible past year and the loss/grief/trauma that we have all suffered.
Remembering those who have died or who have left in some way.
Build trust in the congregation.
Building music as a mission of the church.
Building a culture of contemplative and reflective worship.
Building connections to our larger neighborhood—to high schools, artists, farmers’ markets, and more.
Building our vision and our communication TOGETHER.
Relate everything to Lewinsville’s WHY statement, our purpose as a congregation: “To love and serve God by responding

to human need”
•
•

Discovering the balance between being a ‘big tent’ church and a values-directed church
how are we called to be an
expression of the Kingdom of God?
Build on our technological developments in the last year—maintaining the connections that are possible through virtual
gatherings while also developing hybrid ways of being together.

LEMONADE ON THE LAWN
Coffee Hour has transitioned to outdoors for the summer.
The after-worship “Zoom coffee hour” was a great alternative
during the pandemic.
Now that the church has reopened, and while construction
has taken over much of the inside, we have decided to move
our after-worship conversation outdoors, with “Lemonade on
the Lawn'' for the summer.
We will have a table each Sunday (weather permitting) with
Lemonade, ice water, and snacks.
We urge you to stop by.
If you would like to help with this
project, contact Claire Grossi,
cbgrossi@gmail.com or 703-893-6989
or Jody Ransom, jcransom@verizon.net
703-532-0864.

CLAIMED

JULY EARTH CARE BOOK
DISCUSSION
Thursday, July 1 at 7p.m.
Few books have had a greater impact
than A Sand County Almanac, which many
credit with launching a revolution in
land management. Written as a series of
sketches based principally upon the
flora and fauna in a rural part of Wisconsin, the book,
originally published by Oxford in 1949, gathers informal
pieces written by Leopold over a forty-year period as he
traveled through the woodlands of Wisconsin, Iowa,
Arizona, Sonora, Oregon, Manitoba, and elsewhere; a final
section addresses the philosophical issues involved in
wildlife conservation.

Information for joining this book discussion will be in the
Thursday Mail.

CALLED

SENT
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2020-2021 SENIOR RECOGNITION

AUGUST WORSHIP
AUGUST 1, livestreamed at 11:00 a.m.
10th Sunday After Pentecost
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper, live & virtual
Psalm 78:23-29; Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15

Lewinsville celebrates all our members graduating this
year. Join us as we thank God for our Graduates!

“It Is What It Is
Rev. Jen Dunfee

Griffin Day
Andrew Dokken
Will Ramsey
Parker Stas
Drew Stevens

AUGUST 8, livestreamed at 11:00 a.m.
11th Sunday After Pentecost
Psalm 34:1-8; John 6:35, 41-51

“Good Bread”
Rev. Dr. Scott Ramsey
AUGUST 15, livestreamed at 11:00 a.m.
12th Sunday After Pentecost
Psalm 111; 1 Kings 3:1-14

“The Fear of the Lord is the
Beginning of Wisdom”

High School Grads
James Madison High School
Justice High School
Yorktown High School
James Madison High School
West Springfield High School

College Grads
Will Baxley

School
Dartmouth

Degree
Neuroscience &
Computer Science
International
Development &
Political Science
Foreign Affairs &
Spanish
Electrical
Engineering
Theater Arts

Madison Deyo

UCLA

Sam Dokken

University of Virginia

John Hiemstra

Virginia Tech

Clare Beth McConnell

Furman University

Post-College Grads
Amanda Hodges

Virginia Commonwealth Univ. PhD in Nursing

Rev. Dr. Scott Ramsey
AUGUST 22, livestreamed at 11:00 a.m.
13th Sunday After Pentecost
Psalm 84; 1 Kings 8:1-13

“How Lovely is Your Dwelling Place”
Rev. Dr. Scott Ramsey
AUGUST 29, livestreamed at 11:00 a.m.
14th Sunday After Pentecost
Psalm 15; Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

“The Intentions of the Heart”
Rev. Jen Dunfee

John Nothaft &
Friends will

Special Summer

YOUTH FELLOWSHIP SUMMER
PLANS

perform
music
As you may know, Youth Fellowship has moved to
Saturday
a summer schedule where we will be meeting in
morning from person a few times a month. The dates for the rest
9:00-10:30 am. of the Summer are July 11th, August 15th, and 29th.
Listen to
songs of the
season as you
pick out
JOHN NOTHAFT & FRIENDS ingredients
TO PERFORM JULY 17
for your
9:00 A.M.
Summer pie!
VIENNA FARMERS MARKET
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During the last week of July, the youth are invited
to participate at Lewinsville's Montreat from Home. For
that week, the youth will meet for 1 hour every
evening at 6:30 pm starting Monday, July 26th, and

ending Friday, July 30.
Be on the lookout for emails from Ben with more
details and a link to sign-up.

CALLED

Youth Event
Montreat From
Home
Monday-Friday
July 26-30
6:30-7:30 p.m.

SENT

KHOSROW ZAMANI was
born in Teheran, Iran, in 1943,
and came to the U.S. in 1961
to pursue his education. He
earned his Bsc In Engineering
and Msc in Engineering in
1967. Khosrow is married to
Neringa, and shortly after
their marriage, they moved
to Iran where they both
worked as lecturers at the
University. Khosrow moved to the Industrial Credit
Bank and started his career in development banking; in
1985 he moved within the World Bank Group to the
International Finance Corporation (IFC) and retired
from IFC in 2005. Khosrow and Neringa immigrated to
the U.S. in 1979 and have been living in McLean since
1981. They are parents to two daughters and 4
grandchildren.

WAYNE ONDIAK was born in Fort Dix,
New Jersey and spent his early years
as a military dependent at various
domestic and overseas posts. He is a
graduate of Tulane University, New
Orleans, and a retired Federal
Government employee where he
spent most of his career overseas.
He is married, has two grown children as well as four
grandchildren and resides in McLean.

MEMBERS IN INDEPENDENT LIVING, NURSING HOMES & CARE CENTERS:
ASHBY PONDS: Quinn and Celia Morrison, Evelyn Jones, Richard Rager,
Doug McGuire
BRIGHTVIEW, GREAT FALLS: Elizabeth McKenna
CHESTERBROOK RESIDENCES: Dee Custer, Nancy Miller
THE FALLSTEAD: Margie Roe
THE GARDENS AT FAIR OAKS, CLIFTON: Mary Partridge
GOODWIN HOUSE, FALLS CHURCH: Charles and Mary Hutchison
GREENSPRING, SPRINGFIELD: Joanne Field, Sarah Larson
THE HERMITAGE: Margot Scheffey
THE JEFFERSON, ARLINGTON: Fran Pearce, Bob and Beverly Johnson
THE KENSINGTON, RESTON: Mary Ann Philipp
LEWINSVILLE RETIREMENT RESIDENCE: Louise Fox, Jane Gardner, Dong Lee,
Lurleen Ogle, Lucille Quinn, Mina Sulaiman
VIENNA MANOR, FAIRFAX: Steve Stephenson
VINSON HALL, MCLEAN: Jean and Charlie Mertz, Helen Martin
THE VIRGINIAN: Don Robb
ANNIVERSARIES
Congratulations to ALL Lewinsville couples celebrating JULY & AUGUST
wedding anniversaries. The following couples are celebrating a milestone
occasion:
• Mary and Charles Hutchison—66 years on July 3
• Carroll and Bob Bastian—45 years on July 4
• Karen and Roy Siple—50 years on July 11
• Jane and Jim Edmondson—40 years on July 25
• Lois Dokken and Roy Mitchell—5 years on July 30
• Wendy and Jim Maiwurm—50 years on July 31
• Joanne and John Theon—50 years on July 31
• Ruth and John Thomas—59 years on August 5
• Anne and Robert Bell—30 years on August 10
• Jean and Charlie Mertz—71 years on August 12
• Sally and Mike McKeown—35 years on August 16
• Suzanne and Allen Wilson—50 years on August 20
DEATHS
Our loving sympathy and prayers are extended to the family of Dot Van
Brunt, who died on June 13. Dot has been a member of Lewinsville since
1978. Service details will be announced when known.

Our loving sympathy and prayers are extended to Amirtha Besant on the
death of her younger sister, Chandra, in India.
Our loving sympathy and prayers are extended to Aaron Dennison-Gibby and
family on the death of his father-in-law, Mick Dennison, on his death on
June 1, Isle of Wight, United Kingdom.
NEW ADDRESS
Our Pastor Emeritus, Gary Pinder, and his wife, Barbara, have moved to
Brunswick Maine. Their new contact info is:
Rev. Gary and Barbara Pinder
16 Larkspur Lane
Brunswick, ME 04011
Home phone—(207) 373-1574
Gary cell—(703) 405-9110 garypinder41@gmail.com
Barbara cell—(703) 447-2441 barbaraapinder@gmail.com

CLAIMED

CALLED

SENT
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JUNE SESSION
MEETING
HIGHLIGHTS:

REV. JEN DUNFEE
CARE MINISTRY
The poet David Whyte tells the
story of asking a mentor “what’s
the cure for exhaustion?” His
friend, Brother David, replied,
“the cure for exhaustion is not rest, it is
wholeheartedness.” I have been considering this answer
alongside commands in scripture to love the Lord your God
“with all your heart” (Luke 10:27) and that we are to seek
and find God “with our whole heart.” (Jeremiah 29:13)
The end of a school year, both as a teacher and a parent of
school-aged children, often leaves me feeling internally
divided as too many logistics overpowers my ability to
focus anywhere fully. The end of this school year was
certainly no exception, which is an understatement.
As we are all coming out of an extended season of
disruption and stress, we are looking for the kind of rest
that David Whyte describes, not just a cessation of work
but a realignment of hearts and purpose, a reignition of the
joy of what we do in our work and family lives, in our
worship and service, doing whatever we do in word or deed
for the glory of God, as Paul encourages us to do in
Colossians.
But how do we find greater wholeheartedness, that
alignment of heart and purpose? I think we keep on doing
what we know to do: to find time for prayer and the
reading of God’s word, to reach out and care for others
with check-ins and support, to pay attention to those God
puts in our path whose needs: emotional, physical, spiritual,
practical, we are capable of filling. And then to worship and
draw our strength from being together in God’s presence.
There is nothing in that list that is new to any of us, but
many of them are very easy to lose when we get busy or
when we are in a metaphorical sprint or marathon that is
exhausting us.
Stopping fully has its place and may be the only thing that
shows us how our hearts are actually doing. But resting and
going back to exactly the way things were exhausting us
means that the effects of that rest dissipate quickly. What
lasts is gathering our hearts before the Lord, who wants us
to exchange the peace of Christ for our troubled hearts.
Jen
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The Session affirmed
the following
liaisons from members of the Lewinville congregation and
Ministry Groups to help advance the Matthew 25 initiatives:
Phil Church (Faith and Public Policy), Cathy Saunders
(Christian Education), Sharon Gamble (Deacons), Joe Parisi
(Mission and Service), Sally McKeown (Worship) and Laura
Jones (congregation at large).
The Matthew 25 liaisons will meet periodically to
communicate and coordinate Matthew 25 actions and
activities taken by the ministry groups, and to plan and
coordinate future activities.
The Session received an encouraging report from the
Associate Pastor Nominating Committee.

Finance Committee Chair, Mary Frase, reported that several
large payments were made in May from the Capital
Campaign account to cover constructions costs, but the
campaign remains in good shape financially.
Respectfully submitted,
Linda Bender, Clerk of Session

BLOOD DRIVE, JULY 11
7:45 AM – 12:05 PM
BLOODMOBILE IN LARGE
LOWER PARKING LOT
Our next blood drive is scheduled for Sunday, July 11, 2021.
You can register for an appointment at: https://
www.lewinsville.org/events/blood-drive/
INOVA Blood Services will be accepting donations via their
bloodmobile. The bloodmobile will be parked in the
church’s main parking lot near the Music entrance. When
you arrive, check in at the INOVA Tent. All INOVA Blood
Services personnel will be wearing masks and donors will
be required to bring and wear their own masks. Please bring
a photo I.D. when you come to donate.
WALK-INS ARE NOW WELCOMED.
TO SIGN UP: https://www.lewinsville.org/events/blood-drive/

CALLED
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YOUTH AND CHILDREN AGE 4 AND UP ARE INVITED TO
PARTICIPATE IN THE LEWINSVILLE

SUMMER OLYMPIC (WATER) GAMES
JOIN US FOR MUSIC, PUPPETS AND BELLS FOLLOWED BY
LUNCH AND WET WONDERFUL FUN AT THE
LEWINSVILLE GARDENS & PAVILION.

SATURDAY, AUGUST 28
10 A.M. TO 2 P.M.
THE PAVILION AT THE
LEWINSVILLE GARDENS

BRING A PACKED LUNCH, WEAR A BATHING SUIT OR
SOMETHING IT’S OK TO GET WET, BRING A FRIEND OR
TWO, AND LET’S HAVE SOME SUMMER FUN!
WATCH FOR EMAILS AND THE THURSDAY MAIL FOR MORE INFO.

•

Second Story
2100 Gallows Road
Vienna, VA 22182
(703) 698-7060
www.second-story.org
Second Story is a program offering a wide range of
services to supporting at-risk youth, young single mothers,
and underserved neighborhoods of Fairfax County.
•

•

•

SECOND STORY FOR TEENS provides a safe haven for
young people 13-17 years old who are moving beyond
homelessness, abuse, trafficking, neglect, or other
harmful situations.
SECOND STORY FOR YOUNG MOTHERS helps to provide
housing, counseling and training to homeless young
women, age 16 to 24, who are pregnant or have young
children.
EMERGENCY SHELTER FOR TEENAGERS helps young
people overcoming trauma, homelessness, and
hardship to get to their graduation day and write a
new narrative for their lives.

CLAIMED

SECOND STORY IN THE COMMUNITY supports children,
teens, families, and community members through
resource centers and support programs serving the
communities of Culmore, Annandale, and Springfield.
• SAFE YOUTH PROJECT – The Safe Youth Project offers
homework help, recreational activities, educational
field trips, and workshops to help children improve
their grades and make positive decisions. Their Teen
Centers welcome young people in grades 7-12,
offering a supportive and understanding environment
away from gangs and violence.
To learn more about the many ways you can help this
critical support network please contact Rich Tullos at
tullosmclean@gmail.com or visit www.second-story.org.

CALLED

SENT
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SUSTAINABLE TRAVEL TIPS
As pandemic restrictions are lifted, many
of us look forward to traveling again.
Making the shift safely is of utmost concern, but
environmental sustainability should have a priority in our
planning as well. Here are some suggestions:
•
•

•

•

Choose a destination close to home. The shorter the
distance, the lower the carbon footprint.
Choose the most energy efficient mode of
transportation for reaching your destination.
Generally, shared ground transport (bus, train,
carpool) is more environmentally friendly than flying.
For more information: https://www.rd.com/article/
which-is-worse-for-the-environment-driving-or-flying/;
https://yaleclimateconnections.org/2015/09/evolvingclimate-math-of-flying-vsdriving/
If your destination requires flying, select an itinerary
with as few stops as possible. A significant
percentage of a plane’s carbon emissions comes from
takeoff and landing.
Utilize public transit/shared cars at your destination
whenever possible. If you rent a car, choose the
smallest, most fuel-efficient model available.

•

The cruise industry has a poor environmental record
historically. New technology and stronger enforcement are
leading to modest improvements but some cruise lines/
individual ships are better than others. If you choose to
cruise, search carefully for the most sustainable option. See
https://www.ontheluce.com/cruiseenvironmental-impact/.
• Choose lodging and tour operators based on their
sustainability practices. For as assemblage of green travel
resources: https://www.smartertravel.com/greentravelresources/
• Eat locally sourced foods when possible (vegetarian/vegan
options have the lowest environmental impact) and buy
locally made souvenirs;
• Practice sustainable living practices on the road, just as you
would at home:
o Take short showers.
o Opt to use sheets and towels for multiple days.
o Turn off the lights and adjust the thermostat to use
less energy any time you are out.
o Reduce plastic waste: pack a reusable bag for
shopping, a refillable water bottle, and a set of
reusable utensils.
o Recycle according to local guidelines.
When traveling, leave nothing behind but footprints, and keep
your footprints light!

