Lewinsville Presbyterian church-”Bringing home the mess”

God has done some remarkable things through his
furry, fuzzy, and funny creations. A talking donkey? A
fish carrying around a tax payment in its mouth? A
rooster reminder that brought a grown man to his
knees? Through his animals God has made himself and
his purposes known.
oday, we’re looking at the story of
Daniel in the lions’ den (Daniel 6:1-23).

T

Tugboat Game
Supplies: one blindfold 1 per every
2 players.
form pairs, and while one participant in each pair is
blindfolding the other, create an obstacle course in
the room by moving chairs and other objects.
Explain that the sighted partner in each pair is a
tugboat—guiding his or her partner to safely
navigate the obstacle course by using these signals:
• a tap on the right shoulder for turning right;
• a tap on the left shoulder for a left turn; and
• a tap between the shoulders for a full,
immediate stop.

SAY: There’s no talking, but because tugboats blow
whistles, feel free to whistle. Tugboats, stand behind
your friends and let’s see how you do.
After all pairs have completed the course, have pairs

switch roles, and while blindfolds are being
applied, rearrange the course. Then have pairs
make their ways back to the starting line.

After this experience discuss:
•
•

How hard or easy was it for you not to peek?
Why?
How much did you trust your tugboat?
Why?

SAY: It’s sometimes hard to trust people, to
believe they’ll really do what they say they’ll do.
But you can always trust God.
God is faithful—He keeps all His promises. And you
can trust Him to guide your steps in life because
He sees things you don’t see.
We’ll look at how God was faithful to someone
who was in a lot of trouble!

Share the story of Daniel in the lions’
den (Daniel 6:1–23).

Use the following questions to guide your discussion:
•
•
•

•
•

Daniel was faithful—he kept talking with God. In what ways
do you show that you’re faithful to God?
God was faithful to Daniel, but what if God hadn’t saved
Daniel from the lions? Would God still be faithful?
The rule said Daniel couldn’t pray. He had to obey the rule or
obey God. What’s a rule that might make you choose between
obeying God and the rule?
What is something God has said about himself that you’re
glad is true?
What’s something He’s said about you that you’re glad is
true?

Say: God never promised to protect Daniel from the lions … or
from sickness or from breaking a tooth. God doesn’t promise us
those things either. He promises to walk with us through
whatever happens, and he promises eternal life to those who
love and follow Jesus. God always keeps his promises!

Pray: God, thank you for being faithful. For always keeping
your promises. (Pause)

(What’s a promise God has made to you in the Bible? Tell him what
that promise is, and how you feel about it).
God, thank you that you help us be faithful too. (Pause)

(Ask God how you could be more faithful to him).
God, thank you for people in our lives we can trust. (Pause)

(Name someone you trust, and thank God for that person).
God, help us know you better and love you more deeply. (Pause)

(If you love God, tell him why. If you don’t yet love God, tell him
why).
God, open our hearts to you. Amen.

Facts or are we “Lyin’” Lions?
If you think the fact is true, roar. If you think it’s a lyin’ lion,
stay quiet.
FACT 1: In dry places lions don’t have to find water. They get
enough water from eating plants and other animals. (T)
FACT 2: A group of lions is called a pack. (F—It’s called a pride.)
FACT 3: Lions are bigger than tigers. (F)
FACT 4: Lions often live up to 50 years. (F—In the wild they aver
age 12 years, in captivity up to 25 years.)
FACT 5: Lions are great swimmers. (T)
FACT 6: Lions seldom sleep. (F—They can sleep up to 22 hours per
day.)
FACT 7: A lion is often called the King of the Jungle. (T)
FACT 8: King of the Jungle is an accurate name. (F—Most lions
live in grasslands, not jungle.)
FACT 9: Female lions do most of the hunting. (T)
FACT 10: A male lion’s roar can be heard a mile away (T and F: It
can be heard up to five miles away).

1. cut large circles out of two different colors
of fleece (orange-yellow and tan). I used a template and rotary cutter which made it go so
much faster. I used the largest option on this
"Easy Circle Cut" so they were 10.5" circles.
2. pair up one of each color fleece and fringed
them. Make about 24 cuts about 2.5" deep. put a
little mark on the scissors so the cuts are long
enough. The knots are
difficult to tie if the fringe is
too short.
3. tied most of the fringe,
leaving four of them untied. I
just did a single knot. The
benefit is that the opposite
color fringe appears around
each side of the circle. But
for longevity sake, it might be
best to double knot them.
4. At this point, let the kids
make the face. Using Tacky
Glue add googly eyes and a
felt nose. The mouth and
whiskers added with a
Sharpie.
5. stuffed them with polyfil and finished tying them

