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A Monthly Update for kids and parents at Lewinsville Presbyterian Church 

Celebrate coming together              

again As a church family!  Reconnect 

with Those we haven’t seen in over  

a year!   
   

We will gather outside At the pavilion in the lewinsville       

Gardens at the conclusion of the 11 a.m. worship for a picnic 

style lunch of sandwiches with an extra treat of ice cream 

served by “The inside Scoop” (the Ice cream truck that served 

at our past Trunk or Treat events). 
 

Games for all and tours of the Lewinsville building renovation 

will be  available to everyone interested. 
 

The program year will begin the    

following Sunday, September 19 

with Messy Church at the      

Pavilion for Families, kids and 

   Youth. 



Risky behavior such as singing during the      
worship time and eating will be limited to the 
end of Messy Church. 

Sunday, September 19    9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  

Outside at the Pavilion in the Gardens at the 

Lewinsville 
God made promises to Abraham-promises that he would father a 

great nation, be given a land and through his family would come 

“the Blessing to the whole world”! 
Join us as we begin our journey to learn about these promises 

from God to Abraham though the many activities in Messy 

Church. 

Messy church begins the 2021-22 program year facing 

two challenges:  The pandemic and the renovation of    

the church building.  
 

The renovation limits available space in the building for 

classes to meet.  originally fellowship Hall was to be the 

site of messy Church but is now within a work zone.   

With the pandemic, any space smaller than Fellowship 

Hall would amplify concerns for keeping unvaccinated 

children safe. 
 

The solution that we arrived at was a hybrid of our 

last year program that moved the monthly Messy Church 

celebrations with families, children and youth outside 

to the Pavilion in the Gardens at the Lewinsville (where 

the Easter Egg Hunt is held) for the first three Messy 

Church celebrations (September, October, 

November).  
 

We will not be able to meet in person for 

break out sessions following the       

outdoor messy church so continuing 

education will  rely upon parents to lead 

their children through the activities and 

resources provided in the weekly Mini 

Mess at home publications emailed to       

participating families. 
 

When vaccinations for children become 

available and we gain access to the 

church building and to fellowship hall, 

we will restart the follow up Sunday 

Break out sessions in person. 



The puppet troop have maintained rehearsals and presentations 

through zoom during this last year of lockdown.   

We will begin this year of Sunday rehearsals, 4:15-5:00 p.m. In    

person, meeting in the sanctuary.  IN order to keep puppeteers 

safe and to maintain some safe distancing, masks will be worn by 

all participants and we will perform our puppetry in front of 

the screen with puppeteers assuming parts of their puppet         

character and acting as parts of the scenery. 

We will be practicing for several puppet shows to be presented 

through the year in Messy Church, worship and our final show 

for the Washington Cathedral Flower Mart* in May.  

*(Due to the pandemic the flower mart was cancelled last year-we will perform 

if it resumes this May). 

 There are always openings                                                                           

for new puppeteers.                                                                        

Children, grade 1 through                                                             

youth are invited To Join  

the troop!  no experience is  

     necessary, Just a  

    willingness to Learn 

      puppetry and 

       Have Fun! 
 

 

    Click on the puppet         

Below to sign Up online  

   And join The troop! 

THE LEWINSVILLE   

PUPPETEERS 
 REHEARSALS TO START     

SUNDAY, SEPT. 19  

4:15-5:00 P.M.  
IN THE SANCTUARY 

https://www.lewinsville.org/sign-up-children-youth-choirs/


SUNDAY REHEARSALS STARTING SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19        

OUTSIDE AT THE PAVILION FOR CHOIRS                           

and IN THE SANCTUARY FOR BELLS. 

SUNDAY REHEARSAL SCHEDULE: 

3:30-4:15 JUNIOR BELLS/CHOIR  (GRADE 1-GRADE 3) 

4:15-5:00  PUPPETS  (GRADE 1-YOUTH) See Previous Page 

5:00-5:30  SNACK TIME FOR JUNIOR BELLS/CHOIR CHILDREN 

5:00-6:15  LEWINSVILLE BELLS/CHOIR  (alternate weeks)        

    (GRADE 4-YOUTH) 

6:15-8:15   YOUTH GROUP 

 

CLICK ON THE MUSICAL NOTE TO GO ONLINE TO SIGN UP FOR ONE 

OR ALL CHOIRS: 

https://www.lewinsville.org/sign-up-children-youth-choirs/


Beginning September 26 , children, Ages 4 through 

Grade 2, are invited to exit the 11:00 am worship     

service following the Children’s Meditation for       

Sermon Stories. While the adults are hearing the     

scripture and sermon , the children will be exploring 

stories from the Bible through craft, game and video 

activities.  All Children will be required to wear a 

face mask and sermon stories will meet outside on the 

church’s front porch area.  At the conclusion of the 

sermon, children will return to the sanctuary and 

their parents for the conclusion of the service.  

Note that sermon stories is suspended on Messy Church Sundays (the third Sunday of every month), when 

the  children are invited to participate with their families in this alternative family worship event.  

Date Season Theme/Story Activity/Project Location 

September 5 Labor Day Weekend Last Day of “Summer” NO Sermon Stories N/A 

September 12 
Kick-Off Sunday  Regathering of the Church          

Celebration/Picnic 

NO Sermon Stories N/A 

September 19 Messy Church/Beginnings-Promises (Abraham) at the Pavilion 

September 26 
 Back to School Backpacks Blessings Outside 

Front Porch 

October 3 
World Communion    

Sunday 

People of Faith around the 

World 

Jesus Loves the Little Children   

of the World Mobile 

Outside 

Front Porch 

October 10 
 The Bible Bible Pictionary Game Outside 

Front Porch 

October 17 Messy Church/To the Promised Land (Wilderness Journey to Joshua) at the Pavilion 

October 24 
 The Bible Bible Book Tabs Outside 

Front Porch 

October 31 
Reformation Sunday 

Halloween 

Reformation Reformation Party Outside 

Front Porch 

November 7 

All Saints Sunday 

Communion/Time 

Change 

All Saints Apostles’ Creed & Lord’s       
Prayer Mini Books 

Outside 

Front Porch 

 

November 14 
 The Church Year-New        

Testament/Life of Jesus 

My Church Year Calendar 

 

Outside  

Front Porch 

November 21 Messy Church/Kings & Prophets-A Nation at the Pavilion 

November 28 
Advent 1 Tools to walk the Season of 

Advent 

Advent To Go Boxes 

Family Devotions 

TBD 

Sermon Stories Schedule    September - November 



Lewinsville Presbyterian church-”Bringing home the mess” 

Abram was 75 years old when God told him to pack 

up everything he owned and leave his home - and if 

you look at a map, Canaan is a long way away from 

Haran!  

 

And then...   

 

 

 

many years later, Abram was resting in his tent  

after a hard day’s work. People lived in tents back 
in those days because they had to move from place 

to place to find food for their many sheep and    

cattle. 

 

It was a night like any other night... until God      

appeared. This must have been a bit of a surprise! And 

maybe more than a little bit scary. 

 

But God said to Abram, “Do not be afraid! I am your 
defender! I promise that I will give you a great      

reward.”  
 

But Abram said, “What kind of reward? I don't even 
have any children!” 
 

And then God took Abram out beneath the starry 

sky. “Look up at the stars in the sky,” God said. 

“You will have a son. He will have children, 

Many years after the time of Noah there was a man 

named Abram.  Abram was a good man who owned 

many sheep and cattle. He lived with his wife Sarai in 

the land of Haran. But he had no  children. 
 
One day, God came to Abram. Whether it was in a vision, 

or in a dream we don't know for sure. But God did 

come to Abram and He said to him, 
 

“Abram! I want you to pack up all your things 
and leave your home!  I want you to go to the 
land I will give you. I promise that I will bless you, 
and make your family great. I will be with you in all 
you do, and because of you all the families of the 

earth will be blessed.” 

 

Wow! That was quite a promise!  But a scary one too. It 

meant that Abram would have to leave the place he 

knew and go to a place he didn't know. He would 

have to trust God that everything would be okay. 

 

But that's just what Abram did.  Abram took his wife 

Sarai and his brother Lot. They packed up everything 

they owned in the land of Haran and moved to the 

land of Canaan - that was the land that God was     

going to lead him to. It couldn't have been an easy 

move to make.  

 



and his children will have children, and they will have more children, and 

one day they will be as many as the stars in the sky.” 
 

Abram said, "How can this be? I am old!" 

 

But God had made a promise to Abram. God promised Abram that he would have 

children, and from him a great nation would come. God promised that they 

would live in the land that God had given them. And God promised that       

because of Abram all people on earth would be blessed. 

 

And God always keeps his promises. 
 

Abram believed God's promise, and Abram's faith pleased God. It was Abram's faith in God and his promise 

that made things right between Abram and God. That is an important thing to remember! 

 

Before God even started to make the world, he had a plan. His plan is for us to know how good he is, 

and how much he loves us, and that one day we will come to live with him forever in heaven. 

 

    his was the beginning of God’s plan...  

Spiritual Practices-Star Pictures/Imagination 

Imagination and faith go hand in hand.  The Bible says, “Faith is the assurance 

of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.”  As we cultivate a life 

of faith, we must rely on our imaginations.  We envision a better world and 

we imagine what God is like.  We must be imaginative to see things from       

another’s perspective.  Most children are gifted imaginers; we as adults need 

only to tune in to what is already there.  This activity allows families to     

imagine together, and it uses stars as a starting place. 

 

Materials: 
(All of these materials, except for the starry sky, are optional and will vary 

depending on your location and season). 

 

1. Starry night sky (This activity is closely tied to one’s environment.  For 

those who live in urban areas where light pollution makes it difficult (or impossible) to 

see stars, try this variation:  Find an extra-large piece of black putcher paper and 

randomly place white dots on it with white paint.  Don’t worry about       

putting them in any pattern—put some close together and some spread out.  

Hang the paper from the ceiling in a room and lie on the floor under low 

light.   

2. Blankets or sheets 

3. Refreshments (hot chocolate, lemonade, etc.) 

4. Bug Spray 

5. Flashlights 



How To 

1. On a clear, comfortable night with a lot of stars visible, gather everyone together for 

a nighttime imagination star party. 

2. Start the activity by saying, “There is a verse in the Bible that say, ‘God determines the 

number of stars/and calls them each by name.’  Isn’t it amazing to think about how all of 

these stars were created by God?  God must be so big and creative to put all of these 

stars in the sky.” 

3. Lie down on blankets under the stars and invite everyone to look at the stars see how 

many there are.  Say:  ‘God can number or count the stars but could you?  Once God told 

a man named Abraham to count the stars.  He told     Abraham that he promised he would 

have so many descendants that they would be like the stars!  That’s a lot of people in one 

family!  Do you think God kept this promise? 

4. Lets see how many stars we can count.  Do you see pictures in the stars? 

5. After a time of finding star pictures and counting stars, close with prayer: 

 

“God who created so many stars in the sky-too many for us to count, thank you for giving us time to use 

our  imaginations to count the stars and see pictures in the sky.  Bless us and help us to have a good night.  

Amen.” 
 

Variations: 
 Non verbal toddlers and babies can sit outside and enjoy the night air for this activity, even if they can’t yet        

participate in the star counting or finding activity. 

 Try this same activity with clouds.  Use this Bible verse that describes another promise from God: 

 

“Whenever I bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow  appears in the clouds, I will remember my covenant between 

me and you and all living creatures of every kind.”  You can say, “Even though there is no rainbow in the sky, we still 

see lots of clouds.  God made the clouds and the sky and everything in it.” 

1. Toothpicks (we used colored ones 

but plain would work, too) 

2. A plate 

3. A dropper (a straw works, too) 

4. Water 

 

To make the star, I took 5 toothpicks, 

(one of each color) and carefully 

bent them in half until they snapped 

but didn’t break apart.  It took me a 

few toothpicks before I got the 

hang of bending them in half      

without completely breaking them. 

Once I had 5 bent toothpicks, I 

arranged them on the plate 

with the middles (the bent 

parts) of each touching to 

form a closed star shape.  

Now we were ready for some 

kids’ science magic! Using a 

dropper, I slowly added a few 

drops of water to the center 

of the star and waited.  

It will take only a few seconds 

for the magic to happen and the 

star to open.   

 According to one account, there are 3573 promises in 

the  Bible.  The word promise itself occurs over 50 times in 

the King James Version of the Bible. As you know, the Bible is 

full of God's promises to help us in every time of need.  



https://youtu.be/pmkGOTtvLcc
https://youtu.be/NdqrwGJYePQ


PROMISES TO ABRAHAM 

Print this page on cardstock.  Color in the three sections of the number 3 and the fig-

ure of Abraham.  Cut out both pieces and attach Abraham to the number with a brad 

through his hand (see the picture to the left). 

Use this to remind you of the three promises that God gave to Abraham as we learn 

about them in Messy Church. 



If we can develop faith in our Heavenly Father and trust in his plan for us, we 

can create a life that is better than anything that we could accomplish on our 

own. As humans on Earth, we have a limited view of just the present moment. We 

cannot see the future or know the past. But, God does. His view is eternal. His 

perspective is much more grand than ours. 

 

’
 

a favorite party game is a game that you play with a paper plate and markers. 

You put the plate on your head and then follow audible directions on how to 

draw a scene on the plate atop your head! It is always a crowd pleaser.  
 

This Family Night lesson takes the basic concept of the festive paper plate game 

to the next level. Not only are we going to create some artistic fun, we are   

going to build testimonies while we are at it! Your family will get to experience 

the difference between creating a life 

solo and creating a life with the help of 

God’s hands. 
 

Each person will need a paper plate and 

a marker. Direct your family to place 

the plate on their heads. During the  

activity they cannot take it down to 

look at their picture. It has to stay in 

place. 

1. Draw a house. 

2. Draw a sun in the sky. 

3. If you haven’t already, put a chimney and windows on the house. 

4. Draw a line where the ground should be. 

5. Add flowers coming up from the ground. 

6. Place a happy face on the sun. 

7. Draw a tree on the side of the house. 

8. Add a person to the scene under the tree. 

 

Now, let everyone look at their artistic creations! It is always silly to see how 

the scenes turn out. Ask a few questions:  

 Was it difficult to know where to put the objects?  

 What was the hardest part about drawing this pictures?  

 What would have made it easier?  

 

Now, play a second round. Choose partners. Let one person be the artist and 

the other gets to represent “Gods Hands.” It’s a pretty important role! 

Repeat the process and read the instructions aloud. The artist will still draw 

the objects on the plate, but this time they will have “God’s Hands” to direct and 

assist them. The helper can use their hands to place the marker in a good spot 

on the plate, or to shape the objects in an appropriate manner. 

 

Once the eight steps are competed for the second time, compare the two finished scenes.  

 What method was easier?  

 Did it help to have someone who could see the whole picture guiding the artist?  

 Was it hard to give some control over to the helper? 

 



This object lesson is to help your family understand that God is the ultimate cre-

ator. Under the direction of His powerful hands, the world was created. We were 

created! Can we trust in His knowledge and experience to allow him to shape our 

lives? If we try to live life on our own, 

without God, things can (and most likely 

WILL) get pretty messy. Just like our        

pictures. Even when you try your best, it is 

hard to live a happy and complete life    

without the influence of our Heavenly   

Father.  
 

God’s hands are always reaching out for 

us. He loves us. He cares for us. He is our 

Father. He wants to walk with us. He will 

pick us up when we are feeling sad, clap 

for us when we are choosing the right, 

wipe away our tears, and point out the 

way we need to go. 
 

If we will keep the commandments of God 

and walk hand in hand with Him in His paths, 

we will go forward with faith and never 

feel alone. 

 

’

Find the words on the list that 

are hidden in the puzzle.  The 

words can be left to right, up and 

down, or diagonally.


