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Lewinsville Presbyterian Church
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“Bold Trust in the Lord”
Rev. Dr. Scott Ramsey
SEPTEMBER 12, livestreamed at 11:00 a.m.
KICK-OFF SUNDAY
16th Sunday After Pentecost
Isaiah 50:4-9a; Mark 8:27-38

“Who Do You Say That I Am?”
Rev. Dr. Scott Ramsey
Kick-Off Celebration at the Pavilion 12:15 a.m.
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September 2021

WELCOME TO REV. LAYNE
BRUBAKER!!!

SEPTEMBER WORSHIP
SEPTEMBER 5, livestreamed at 11:00 a.m.
15th Sunday After Pentecost
Taizé Worship & Celebration of the Lord’s Supper,
live & virtual
Psalm 146; Mark 7:24-30

V

We are thrilled to welcome Rev. Layne Brubaker to
Lewinsville Presbyterian Church this fall. Layne joins
us as the Associate Pastor of Christian Formation
with programmatic responsibilities for youth ministry,
young adult ministry, and Mission/service. We will
look forward to her leadership in worship, including
regular preaching, as well as her overall leadership in
the congregation. Layne comes to us from the state
of Washington on the west coast, where she was the
founding pastor of Hagar’s Community Church, a congregation inside a large women’s prison.
During the coming weeks, we encourage you to reach out to Layne, to get to know her, and
to be in prayer for her and her husband, Crawford, as they move to this area. In the months
to come, there will be lots of opportunities for the congregation to experience Layne’s
leadership as we move into this next chapter.

2021-2022 PROGRAM YEAR STARTS
SEPTEMBER 19, livestreamed at 11:00 a.m.
17th Sunday After Pentecost
Jeremiah 11:18-20; Mark 9:30-37

“Who is the Greatest?”
Rev. Layne Brubaker
Messy Church at the Pavilion, 9:30-11:00 a.m.
SEPTEMBER 26, livestreamed at 11:00 a.m.
18th Sunday After Pentecost
Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29; Mark 9:38-50

“Stumbling Blocks, For Ourselves & Others”
Rev. Dr. Scott Ramsey

1724 Chain Bridge Road
McLean, VA 22101 (703) 356-7200

CLAIMED

COME ONE, COME ALL ! AFTER MONTHS OF THE PANDEMIC AND A
SUMMER OF CONSTRUCTION, WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN US FOR A PICNIC
AND ICE CREAM FOLLOWING WORSHIP ON SEPTEMBER 12 IN THE GARDENS
AT LEWINSVILLE (FORMERLY THE PETER’S GREEN), JUST BEYOND THE
PARKING LOT. IT IS A WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY TO MEET NEW PEOPLE
AND RECONNECT WITH THOSE YOU MAY NOT HAVE SEEN FOR A LONG
TIME. WE WILL PROVIDE SANDWICHES, FRUIT AND ICE CREAM FROM “THE
INSIDE SCOOP”. THERE WILL BE GAMES AND AS A SPECIAL TREAT
MEMBERS OF THE RENOVATION TASK FORCE WILL GIVE GUIDED TOURS OF
THE BUILDING RENOVATION.
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FROM THE PASTOR
Dear friends at Lewinsville,
The month of September means
the kickoff of a new year. It’s a new year
for students, teachers, and staff in
schools. It’s a new year for Sunday
school, choirs, youth group, and classes
at church. This year, we are still
addressing the challenges of the
COVID-19 pandemic, and we will be
addressing them together.
The new program year is (1) a time to recommit ourselves to
our faith as well as (2) a time to anticipate new experiences,
new directions, and new growth in our lives. There will be
prior commitments and responsibilities that need to be
renewed, but there will also be things that we have never
before experienced. “I am making all things new,” says the
Lord in Revelation 21:5. This means renewed commitments
as well as brand-new experiences. All things new.
This year, we will be celebrating KICKOFF SUNDAY on
Sunday, September 12. After worship, we will have an
ice-cream truck on the church campus for our sweet teeth
(!!), there will be various activities, and we will have the
opportunity to take tours around the Building Renovation
Project at church and to see the progress that is being made
on our church facility. VERY exciting.
We will also be welcoming Rev. Layne Brubaker to our
ministry at Lewinsville, as she leads us into new chapters in
our mission as a congregation. Layne will be leading our
youth ministry, our ministry with young adults, and our
mission/service ministry to respond to human need in our
community and world.
God is doing a new thing at Lewinsville Presbyterian Church.
Our role is to expect that newness, prepare for that
newness, and respond to it.
Blessings for your journey,
Pastor Scott
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PEACE AND GLOBAL WITNESS SPECIAL OFFERING
SEPTEMBER 5 TO OCTOBER 3
The Peace and Global Witness Offering is one of four special
offerings of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and will be collected
from September 5 to October 3, 2021 (World Communion
Sunday). This offering draws Presbyterians together, and provides
education and exposure to those who show us how to do
peacemaking well. It allows us to create resources for dealing
with conflict and provide nurturing reconciliation in
support of our global sisters and brothers. The peace of
Christ belongs to people everywhere.
Your financial support will be distributed and used as follows:
• 25% will be retained by Lewinsville to support active peacemaking
in our local community;
• 25% will be provided to our presbytery for use in regional
peacemaking efforts; and
• 50% will go to our denomination for national and international
peacemaking efforts.
The twenty-five percent retained by Lewinsville will be designated for
use by our new Associate Pastor, Rev. Layne B. Brubaker, as she works
with Lewinsville youth to identify and support peacemaking
opportunities and programs in our local community.
The Mission and Service Ministry Group urges all LPC congregants to
generously support this important special offing of our denomination.
There are several easy ways to donate:
(1) donate online at the
Lewinsville website
(click on the blue
“Make a Gift”
button and follow
directions to “Peace
and Global Witness”
contribution;
(2) use the
“Peacemaking”
offering envelope
included in your
packet of offering
envelopes; or
(3) write a check
payable to
Lewinsville with a
notation for
“Peacemaking
offering”.
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Face Masks are required for all participants
regardless of vaccination status. Masks must be
worn to cover both mouth and nose and can only
be removed to eat.
Hand Sanitation stations will be available at each
activity. Participants are asked to sanitize their
hands upon entering Messy Church, before
handling materials at the activities and before
eating.
Family groups will stay together.
Participation at the activity stations will be
limited to allow for some social distancing
while engaging in the activities. Family
groups will eat apart from each other.

Sunday, September 19 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Outside at the Pavilion in the Gardens at the
Lewinsville

If any family member exhibits a cough, fever, or a sore
throat we ask that the whole family not attend Messy
Church.

God made promises to Abraham-promises that he would father
a great nation, be given a land and through his family would
come “the Blessing to the Whole World”!
Join us as we begin our journey to learn about these promises
from God to Abraham though the many activities in Messy
Church.

Risky behavior such as singing during the worship time
and eating will be limited to the end of Messy
Church.

CHOIR REHEARSALS
(ALL AGES) RESUME

SERMON
STORIES
TO
RESUME
SEPT. 26

Choir rehearsals will begin outdoors this Fall
in the Pavilion at the Lewinsville Gardens.
We will be masked and socially distanced.
Bell rehearsals will be indoors in the
Sanctuary, masked and socially distanced.

Children, Ages 4 through Grade 2, are invited to exit the 11:00 am
worship service following the Children’s Meditation for Sermon
Stories. To keep our children safe, all participants will be required to
wear a face mask and Sermon Stories will meet outside on the
church’s front porch area for activities.
At the conclusion of the sermon, children will return to the sanctuary
and their parents for the end of the service. Sermon Stories will not
meet on Messy Church Sundays (the third Sunday of every month),
when the children are invited to participate with their families in this
alternative family worship event.
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THURSDAY
6:00-7:00 Chancel Bells
7:00-7:30 Fellowship
7:30-9:00 Chancel Choir
SUNDAY
3:30-4:15 Junior Bells/Choir
4:15-5:00 Puppets
5:00-5:30 Snack Time for Junior Bells & Choir children
5:00-6:15 Lewinsville Bells/Choir (alternating weeks)
6:15-8:15 Youth Group
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LEWINSVILLE FORUM FALL 2021
HELD IN THE SANCTUARY
(September 19 – October 24)
Do (or should) Christians have a unique, faith-based perspective
on major issues of public policy? At a time of growing partisan
tension and rancor, we will hold another session of the
Lewinsville Forum, our long-running venue for looking at
specific public policy issues through the eyes of faith.
We are still mulling topics but expect to cover our obligations
as Christians to Afghan refugees, the implications of growing
white nationalism, how to think about whether the United
States is a Christian nation and dealing with the legacy of
slavery. The facilitators would welcome specific suggestions
for other topics which can be sent to Linton.brooks@cox.net.
The discussions in each week will be self-contained, so
participants can attend as many or as few sessions as they wish.
All classes will be in the Sanctuary; we are still investigating
simultaneous online participation.
The goal of these sessions is not to arrive at “the answer” but
to see how our faith colors our approach to any alternative.
The facilitators have both served in government, one in a senior
position in a Democratic Congress and the other in senior
positions in the executive branch under Republican Presidents.
Their goal will be to force us to confront the implications of
our faith, not to evaluate (much less promote) specific partisan
solutions.
Leaders: David Morrison, Linton Brooks
Location: Sanctuary
Time: 9:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m.
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WE HAVE BUT ONE EARTH,
AND IT BELONGS TO GOD
Earth Overshoot Day – the date in a given calendar year that
demand for Earth’s ecological resources exceeds what the
planet can regenerate—occurred this year on July 29. Calculated
annually by the international research organization Global
Footprint Network, the date has moved from December in 1970
to late July in recent years. Stated another way, humans are
using 74% more than what the planet can renew; we would need
1.7 earths to provide the resources we use and absorb the waste,
including carbon emissions, we produce. The Country Overshoot
Day for the U.S.A. occurred even earlier, on March 14. If
everyone lived like Americans, we would need 5.0 earths.
The repercussions of decades of overshoot are reflected in the
landmark report released on August 9, 2021 by the United
Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). The
report, prepared by 234 scientists utilizing more than 14,000
studies from around the world, was characterized by the UN
Secretary-General as “a code red for humanity.” It found that
climate change is widespread, rapid and accelerating with
increasingly disastrous effects. Some of the worst consequences
can be avoided if we move quickly and aggressively to reduce
the amount of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere.
How should we, as caretakers of God’s creation, respond? In an
address to the August 2021 Presbyterians for Earth Care
Conference, the Reverend J. Herbert Nelson, Stated Clerk of the
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), urged
taking responsibility “in whatever way we can.” He stated that
“Jesus came to remind us that what we have in this world we
have to give back. It doesn’t belong to us, including our own
lives.” He noted that “it’s likely many people will read the IPCC
report, maybe shake their heads and say, ‘mmm, mmm, mmm’.”
Then they’ll “move on and begin the next day the process of
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taking, taking, taking. There is enough for all of us,
but the exploitation of what God has given us has
to stop.”
We have been given an urgent call to action. We
must recognize and reduce the environmental
overshoot of our personal actions and our
collective practices as a congregation. We must
work with our larger community and elected
officials to bring about change at a societal level.
•

•

•

•

More about Dr.Nelson’s address and the
PCUSA response to the IPCC report: https://
www.presbyterianmission.org/story/we-aretearing-down-the-creation-god-has-given-to-us/
Key points of the IPCC report: https://
earthsky.org/earth/the-2021-ipcc-report-what-you
-need-to-know/
More about Earth Overshoot Day and
potential solutions: https://
www.overshootday.org/about-earth-overshootday/ and https://www.footprintnetwork.org/
Determine your own personal Overshoot Day
(with suggestions for pushing it back): https://
www.footprintcalculator.org/

CHURCH DIRECTORY UPDATE
Please email Sandy in the church office,
salbrecht@lewinsville.org or call the church office,
703 356-7200, with any address/telephone
number or email address changes. Parents—If your
child is no longer living at home, please let the
church office know their contact information so
they can be sent information about Lewinsville
activities. If you are not receiving congregational
emails and wish to be on the distribution list,
please email Sandy.
Linton Brooks has returned home after six weeks of
hospital/rehabilitation and is slowly returning to
his daily routine. He is
grateful for the cards, emails
and prayers he received.
From Diane Wachtel: My family
thanks you for all your expressions of
sympathy and the beautiful cards and messages of
condolences on the death of my father Edison
Nunez. He was 98 years old and lived a wonderful
life. We were blessed having had Daddy for so
many years, but were sad to let him go.
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MEMBERS IN INDEPENDENT LIVING, NURSING HOMES & CARE CENTERS:
ASHBY PONDS: Quinn and Celia Morrison, Evelyn Jones, Richard Rager, Doug McGuire
BRIGHTVIEW, GREAT FALLS: Elizabeth McKenna
CHESTERBROOK RESIDENCES: Dee Custer, Nancy Miller
THE FALLSTEAD: Margie Roe
THE GARDENS AT FAIR OAKS, CLIFTON: Mary Partridge
GOODWIN HOUSE, FALLS CHURCH: Charles and Mary Hutchison
GREENSPRING, SPRINGFIELD: Joanne Field, Sarah Larson
THE HERMITAGE: Margot Scheffey
THE JEFFERSON, ARLINGTON: Fran Pearce, Bob and Beverly Johnson
THE KENSINGTON, RESTON: Mary Ann Philipp
LEWINSVILLE RETIREMENT RESIDENCE: Louise Fox, Jane Gardner, Dong Lee, Lurleen Ogle,
Lucille Quinn, Mina Sulaiman
VIENNA MANOR, FAIRFAX: Steve Stephenson
VINSON HALL, MCLEAN: Jean and Charlie Mertz
THE VIRGINIAN: Don Robb
ANNIVERSARIES
Congratulations to ALL Lewinsville couples celebrating SEPTEMBER wedding
anniversaries. The following couples are celebrating a milestone occasion:
• Dick and Caroline Van Wagoner—63 years on September 6
• Vern and Janet Gale—55 years on September 10
• Paul and Cynthia Orlando—40 years on September 12
• Jean and Terry Pool—35 years on September 13
DEATHS
Our loving sympathy and prayers are extended to David Porterfield and family on
the death of his mother, Nancy Porterfield, on July 19.
Our loving sympathy and prayers are extended to Diane Wachtel and family on the
death of her father, Edison Nunez, on July 21.
Our loving sympathy and prayers are extended to Katie Angel and family on the
death of her mother, Elizabeth Blackwell Fairbrother, on July 26.
Our loving sympathy and prayers are extended to Jill Cook and family on the
recent death of her aunt, Carol Sabia.
Our loving sympathy and prayers are extended to the family of Pat Buss on the
death of her 94 year old mother, Marion Arnold, in San Antonio, Texas on August
16.
Our loving sympathy and prayers are extended to the family of Helen Martin, who
died on August 8. Helen has been a member of Lewinsville for 44 years and was
active in the music program in the choir and the handbell choir. A service will be
held at a future date, and we will share that date with the congregation when it is
known.

BIRTHS
Congratulations to Becky and Devin Dugger on the birth of their daughter, Avery
Jane, on July 21. The proud great grandparents are Caroline and Dick Van Wagoner.
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JULY SESSION
MEETING
HIGHLIGHTS:

REV. JEN DUNFEE
CARE MINISTRY
I always love to hear people in
the congregation share that they
faithfully pray for the names on
the Tuesday prayer list each
week. I have also heard people say how much knowing that
people are praying for them matters in a difficult journey,
and how in some sense beyond understanding they can
actually feel those prayers. So I wonder how many on the
prayer list feel a sense of being upheld around 9:30 a.m.
every Tuesday!
In her book Still, Notes on a Mid-Faith Crisis, the writer
Lauren Winner talks about how essential prayer is for being
a disciple of Jesus. Lauren quotes the words of the Catholic
writer Catherine Doherty, “without prayer, the life of the
Christian dies” then reflects on those words in her own
prayer life: “Her words scare me; I have edged closer to
them than I like to admit. The problem is that your
Christian life gets sick before it dies, and it is hard to keep
praying when you are sick.”
As we continue to catalog the deep challenges, losses and
griefs of Covid, along with some blessings and insight from
the disruption, I wonder how Lauren’s words relate to our
prayer life. Did Covid provide more time for prayer, or take
away the space and place we had for it? Or somewhere in
between? Are we in need of tending to a part of our
Christian life that is sick: to reignite, renew or create anew
patterns for regular prayer? We have Tuesday prayer lists
and Sunday worship as anchors in our week, what other
times and places could provide consistent commitment to
prayer on other days?
The Christian Education class on prayer, led by Rev. Dan
Thomas, offered so many suggestions for the method and
manner of prayer, and opportunities for people to share
what works best for them. That class showed that there is
no one-size-fits-all approach. Some have a favorite chair, a
place to kneel, a morning or evening routine, a book of
prayer, some like to be outdoors, or find that dog walks are
a great place for prayer. However, whenever, wherever, let
us continue to find regular time for prayer, the life of
Christian faith, and in the words of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the
“heartbeat of a congregation.”
In prayer!
Jen

The Session
expressed their
thanks to the APNC on selecting such a wonderful
candidate. All look forward to meeting the candidate in
person, hearing her preach, and to a positive outcome at
the upcoming congregational meeting.
The Session affirmed their continued concern for the
families with young children and others who are not yet
vaccinated and agreed to postpone any decision on the
current mask mandate in worship to the September Session
Meeting. Appropriate data will be gathered in the
meantime to help inform the decision. In-person collection
of the offering will return in August and a box will also be
available in the narthex as an alternative.
The Session scheduled a one-day, in-person retreat for
Saturday, October 30 (destination TBD) to discuss matters
of importance for Lewinsville’s ongoing mission.
Finance Committee Chair, Mary Frase, reported that pledge
giving is down a bit over the summer although expenses
still remain low so there are no concerns at the moment of
a year-end shortfall.
Respectfully submitted,
Linda Bender, Clerk of Session

A REMINDER FROM THE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE
Are We There Yet? Please consider this a friendly reminder to
finish your pledge to the capital campaign this fall. To date, we have
received 88 percent of the $4.773 million pledged three years ago.
More than 100 pledges have been paid in full already. If you are not
among them, please make a plan to send in the balance before the
end of the year. Your gift will help keep any remaining deficit to a
minimum when we settle up with the contractor. We’ve come a long
way, but we need everyone to help us finish together.
Please call Bob Clark if
you have questions
about the physical
status of the project.
Pastor Scott is also
available to discuss
your pledge or gift to
the capital campaign.
Laying tile in main floor restroom
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FRIDAY, SEPT. 10,
11:30 A.M.

Please plan to join us, in person, for a pizza lunch for the fall kick-off of Single Seniors at the
Pavilion of LRR's Garden on the Green. Adrian Steel and Pastor Scott will join us for a
presentation on police reform in Fairfax County, including the reforms that were made based
on the recommendations of the Ad Hoc Police Practices Review Commission in 2015-16 as well
as further reforms that are being considered as a result of recent use of force incidents and
recent Virginia laws. This will include discussion of several Fairfax County Police Department
uses of force that have been controversial. Adrian was a member of the Ad Hoc Commission
and was the inaugural Chair of the Civilian Review Panel.

working. Now the start of another school year is upon us.
Every summer Second Story provides young people in the
community with backpacks filled with school supplies so
they have everything they need to begin the new school
year. You can greatly help with donations of these items:
•

SECOND
STORY –
BACK TO
SCHOOL.

•
•
•
•
•

Did you know
that Second Story has school-aged students housed in
their Teen Shelter in Vienna? They also provide
after-school assistance to students through their
neighborhood-based centers in Annandale, Springfield,
and Culmore. In spite of the challenges of virtual and
hybrid schooling in 2020, four seniors from Second Story
for Homeless Youth and nine from the Culmore Teen
Center graduated this spring! That’s a 100% graduation
rate of the eligible seniors in their care! Nine of them will
be attending college in the fall, and the other four will be

Backpacks for youth and teens - medium to large boys and girls
Lined paper
Spiral notebook or composition book
Pens and Pencils
Pencil pouch/holder
Crayons/scissors/glue sticks

Items can be shipped or dropped off to 2100 Gallows Rd,
Vienna, VA 22182. If you’re dropping them off please text
703.217.5205 and then you may simply leave your items on
the doorstep. If you’re shipping your donation please
include a note with your order including your name and
email address if you would like to receive a donation
receipt.
Lewinsville was one of the founding partners who
established Second Story in 1972. They are truly grateful
for our faithful support for all of those years. Please help
again if you can.

SEPTEMBER’S HOLY HAPPY HOUR, SEPTEMBER 22 AT 6:15 P.M.
We will be celebrating Hispanic Heritage Month with a concert of South
American composers including Astor Piazzola, Heitor Villa-Lobos,
and Carlos Gardel.
Location will be determined by the state of the Pandemic.
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1724 CHAIN BRIDGE ROAD
MCLEAN, VIRGINIA 22101

every detail is done with a grace-filled touch.

The CHOSEN, https://watch.angelstudios.com/thechosen, is an
amazing new series about the life of Jesus as seen mostly
through the eyes of the disciples. How did they handle
leaving their families behind? Sleeping on the hard ground?
Watching miracles of healing when they expected a fight?
What did they make of Mary, Jesus’ mother? What would it
be like for Jesus to see you? For Jesus to call you to follow
him? What if you turned away? How joyous was that
wedding in Cana? How lonely was the woman at the well?
So many questions. So many places to wonder around the
back of the stories, the side of the stories, the invisible
stories. Midrash is a filling in the blanks of scripture. The
CHOSEN is excellent as a TV-series and as midrash. From the
stories, the acting, the imagination, the sets and filming –

I heard of The CHOSEN via The Atlantic, not known for
praising Christian dramas:
https://www.theatlantic.com/culture/archive/2021/06/thechosen-jesus-tv-show/619306/. The first season is available on
Peacock and the second on the app (which can be cast to
your TV most likely). Each season is eight episodes (at least
so far), and there are two seasons. They are planning seven
seasons, with a warning that the sixth season will be the
heartbreaking one. The third season is starting production
now with writing and set-building, with filming to start next
spring. Jesus is played by Jonathan Roumie, who (along with
the director, Dallas Jenkins) was invited to and did meet the
Pope recently (https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=ut4n0LUnb1w). The show is focused on Jesus and is actively
eager to appeal to all Christians (and everyone). It is trying
not to use a lens of Evangelical or Protestant or Catholic.
They are actively trying for historical realism.
There is humor and warmth and laughter and grousing and
danger and healing and arguments and ...come and see!
—Recommendation from Rachel Russell, Adult Ed..

