SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
November 28, 2021
First Sunday of Advent
11:00 a.m.

“I was a stranger and you welcomed me.”
--MATT. 25:35

WELCOME. We’re glad to gather together as a community of faith today. No matter where you are on the
journey of faith, you are welcome here, to join in worship and service. All are invited to a time of
refreshment and conversation immediately following worship outside in the parking lot off the Great Falls
Street side of the building
In order to provide a safe, loving, and welcoming environment for our youngest, unvaccinated
congregants, as well as immune-compromised congregants, we ask that you wear a mask while inside the
building. Thank you so much for your cooperation.
Please turn off all cellular phones and watch alarms during worship. Please refrain from using flash
photography during the worship service.
Leadership at Lewinsville
Ruling Elders
Clerk of Session: Linda Bender
Ruth Baxley
Bruce Douglass
David Gunter
Cathy Saunders

Gary Eames (vice moderator)
Emily Foster
Charlie Mendenhall
Rachel Russell

Pat Buss
Phil Church
Phil Cooke
Carol Kaffenberger
Deacons/*Denotes Stephen Leader
Andrew Borene
Sharon Gamble (secretary)
Suzanne Parisi
Roberta Wolfe

Pat Matheson*

Treasurer: Janet Gale
John Day
Siobhan Grayson
Nate Jones
Kelly Sexton

Banafshe Aghvami
Diane Alden
Jack Hess (moderator)
Janet Kohlenberger
Karen Siple*

HEARING ASSISTANCE devices are available from the ushers or the audio/video console at the rear of the
sanctuary.
PILLOWS are available in the coat room, just outside the narthex, to help make the pew more comfortable
during worship. Feel free to borrow a pillow and return it after worship.
MISS A WORSHIP SERVICE? Sermons are posted every week on our website, www.lewinsville.org.
INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE ABOUT LEWINSVILLE CHURCH? – Visit the web page www.lewinsville.org or
call the church office.

NOTES FOR WORSHIP:

GG – Glory to God The Presbyterian Hymnal
Renew! - Renew! Hymnal (grey)

OT - Pew Bible Old Testament
NT - Pew Bible New Testament

THE LEWINSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
November 28, 2021

* If you are able, please stand

†† Latecomers seated

GATHERING
WELCOME
PRELUDE

Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland BWV 659 Johann Sebastian Bach

* CALL TO WORSHIP
Watch! Wait! The day of God is at hand!
Like the bud on a tree, God’s possibilities are about to blossom!
Stay awake! The reign of God is very near.
We are here, watching and waiting with expectant hope.
May God bring justice to all people this very day. Let us worship God!

* HYMN

Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus

GG 83
STUTTGART

††

CALL TO CONFESSION
Silence

We confess, O God of Advent Hope, that our sense of anticipation has been
dulled. We have ceased to expect any wonders from your hand. We do not see
your marvels around us in the people and events that we view as commonplace
or mundane. We are not alert to your presence or your action on our behalf.
Wake us up, God, lest we sleepwalk through our lives. Forgive and redeem us,
that we may turn from the ways of fear and greed. Send your light upon us, so
that it may shine through us into your broken world. In Jesus’ name, we pray.
Amen.
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RESPONSE

For You, O Lord, My Soul in Stillness Waits

Refrain: Sung twice

For You, O Lord, My Soul in Stillness Waits
For You, O Lord, My Soul in Stillness Waits

GG 89

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Friends, hear and believe the good news that comes from God.
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!

THE WORD
CHILDREN’S MEDITATION
Following the Children’s Meditation, children age 4 through grade 2 are invited to meet
Allison Lineberger in the Narthex for Sermon Stories. Children will return to the
Sanctuary for worship with their parents following the sermon.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH Micah 5:2-5

Roy Mitchell and Lois Dokken
Reader: A reading from the prophet Isaiah: The people who walked in darkness have
seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness – on them light has
shined. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.

We first remember the prophets of old, who dared to speak of a child to come, who
promised the coming of a Savior. The candle of prophecy reminds us of the
faithfulness of God’s promises, so that we can live in hope.
People: We also give thanks for the prophets among us today, who bring us
surprising visions of hope, who challenge us to think in new ways, and who show
us a future that we would not otherwise have anticipated.
Reader: On this first Sunday of Advent, we light this candle as a symbol of the
prophets who renew our faith and remind us of what may be.
People: Come, Lord Jesus!

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
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SCRIPTURE

Jeremiah 33:14-16
Luke 21:25-36

OT p. 738
NT p. 85

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

SERMON

Those Days and That Time

* HYMN

The Rev. Jen Dunfee

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

GG 88 vs. 1-4
VENI EMMANUEL

THANKSGIVING
* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

(Apostles’ Creed)

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

MINUTE FOR MISSION

Alternative Gifts

Alan Stevens

INVITATION TO OFFERING
OFFERTORY

E'en So Lord Jesus Quickly Come
Peace be to you and grace from him who freed us from our sins
Who loved us all and shed his blood that we might saved be
Sing Holy, Holy to our Lord the Lord, Almighty God
Who was, and is, and is to come Sing Holy, Holy Lord
Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell within
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Paul Manz

Rejoice on earth, ye saints below
For Christ is coming, is coming soon
For Christ is coming soon
E'en so Lord Jesus, quickly come And night shall be no more
They need no light nor lamp nor sun For Christ will be their All!

RESPONSE

While We Are Waiting Come
With power and glory, come; with power and glory, come.
Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

SENDING
* HYMN

Savior of the Nations, Come

GG 102
NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
* DISMISSAL
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland BWV 599

J.S. Bach

**********
The flowers in the sanctuary this morning are given to the glory of God in memory of Dr.
Denis Mulherin, beloved brother and uncle, by the Mulherin family.

4

TODAY'S OFFERING: Click the "Make a Gift" button to give online at www.lewinsville.org. To
give via text message, text 703-270-0451 with the amount you would like to contribute, then
follow instructions.
FROM THE 175TH ANNIVERSARY NOTEBOOK - The 1940 Lewinsville Presbyterian Church that
installed Rev. Franklin Gillespie that year was, in his words, a “self-centered” church that “did
not support the work of the presbytery or the larger church.” Indeed, total giving beyond local
church expenses totaled $80 per year with $5 designated to Foreign Missions. Gillespie was
paid $1,800 per year. Under his leadership the church adopted its “first ever annual budget of
$3,200 with 10 percent going to benevolences.” Some members questioned their decision to
hire this “starry-eyed young dreamer” who dared to recommend such a budget. Today,
Lewinsville supports nearly 100 mission initiatives beyond its doors.
Celebrating 175 Years of Service and Ministry—1846-2021
DROP-IN PRAYER EACH TUESDAY AT 11:00 A.M. DURING ADVENT: Each Tuesday in Advent,
November 30, December 7, 14 and 21, come to the Sanctuary between 11:00 and 11:30 a.m. for
a time of prayer. There will be opportunities for praying silently, reading prayers together,
praying through the Tuesday prayer list, for individual prayer with a Pastor or
Deacon/Stephen Minister, or lighting candles. If you are in the need of prayer and would like
to join in offering prayer for others, or enjoy a time of quiet contemplation, come on by. All
are welcome.
DO YOU KNOW OF A RELIABLE USED CAR FOR DONATION FOR SALE IN OUR
PRICE RANGE TO HELP AN AFGHAN FAMILY TOWARD SELF-SUFFICIENCY:
We are partnering with our sister church, Immanuel Persbyterian, to
search for a car in the range of $8,000 to $10,000 that will enable an
Afghan family of four to flourish in their new home. Immanuel
provided the move-in supplies for the family’s apartment in Herndon, but the apartment is
not at all close to bus lines or other public transportation and has limited sidewalks. With two
young children and a job search in process, finding a car for them is the greatest need and
priority. If you have a lead on a car that would be safe and reliable, please contact elder Steve
Casto, casto7070gmail.com; cell: 703 901-0100. Reach out to Pastor Layne with questions!
HANGING OF THE GREENS- OUTDOOR FAMILY EVENT - DECEMBER 4 FROM 9:30-11 AM - Join us
as we gather outdoors only this year to decorate the exterior of the church for Advent and
Christmas. We need help decorating and hanging wreaths and stringing lights
outdoors. Service hours are available for students. Bring work gloves and wire cutters.
Register at https://lewinsville.wufoo.com/forms/syv8mxa0kcqn8d/.
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We are hosting the 2nd Annual Bird and Animal Outdoor Ornaments Party for children
(ages 3-12) from 10 am-11 am on December 4. We will create bird and animal feeder
“decorations” for the Lewinsville trees to help our friends celebrate Christmas with us. You
may wish to read the Night Tree by Eve Bunting with your family before joining this tradition
at Lewinsville. Register at https://lewinsville.wufoo.com/forms/sgjbtmp0q7mpl9/ to learn
more and reserve your place. Masks are required for this event.

CHRISTMAS DECORATION FUND
For the 2021 Advent Season, we will return to decorating
the Narthex, Sanctuary and outdoors, which decorations
will include a large floral display for Christmas Eve.
We are grateful for your contributions to our Christmas
Decoration Fund, which you can make this year by either
filling out the form below and returning it to the church office or electronically by visiting the
sign-up at https://www.lewinsville.org/sign-up-christmas-decorations-fund/
All who have given in memory or celebration of loved ones will be listed in our Christmas Eve
bulletin. Any money remaining will be used for our Flower Fund throughout the year. Please
note that the Flower Committee will purchase only enough flowers and greens to decorate the
Sanctuary and Narthex, not for each contributor.
We suggest a contribution of $70. Checks should be made payable to Lewinsville Presbyterian
Church and annotated “Christmas Decoration Fund.”
Forms and checks must be returned or submitted online no later than Sunday, December
19.
NAME________________________________________________
PHONE______________________________________________
IN MEMORY OF_______________________________________
IN CELEBRATION OF __________________________________
AMOUNT of GIFT: $ __________________________________
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Christmas Joy Special Offering
The Christmas Joy Offering is one of four
special offerings of the Presbyterian
Church (USA) and takes place this year
from November 28-December 19, 2021.
By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering,
you honor God's gift of Jesus Christ by
providing assistance to current and
retired church workers in their time of
need and developing our future leaders
at Presbyterian-related schools and
colleges equipping communities of color.
God has blessed the Church with incredible
leadership, but those leaders often need to be
supported by their communities as well. This
Offering addresses the support needed by
some of our leaders, including supporting
leadership development for communities of
color and providing support for Presbyterian
church workers in their time of need.
The Mission and Service Ministry Group urges all LPC congregants to generously
support this important special offing. There are several easy ways to donate: (1)
donate on-line at the LPC website (click on the blue “Make a Gift” button and follow
directions to “Christmas Joy Offering”; (2) use the “Christmas Joy” offering envelope
included in your packet of offering envelopes; or (3) write a check payable to LPC
with a notation for “Christmas Joy Offering.”
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Alternative Gifts Program
Instead of giving Uncle Don a tie, or socks, or some other
traditional gift this year, you can make donations to
Lewinsville’s mission partners in his name.
Lewinsville Presbyterian Church and the Mission and Service
Group invites you to join in the Alternative Gifts program and
make donations to our mission partners in the name of a loved
one. An Alternative Gift is a wonderful way to show your appreciation for the
special people in your life and provides a tax-deductible gift to support Lewinsville
Presbyterian Church mission projects.
The Alternative Gifts program begins at the end of November and continues through
Advent.
You can donate on-line using the link from the Church’s web page
https://www.lewinsville.org or by stopping by the Alternative Gifts table set up in the
narthex after the Sunday services. You can give a donation in honor of your loved
one to provide financial support to our mission partners, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Homestretch
The Friends of The Lewinsville (meal support program)
FACETS
Falls Church-McLean Children's Center
United Orphanage and Academy in Kenya,
SHARE, and other Lewinsville Presbyterian Church mission projects.

Beautiful cards are available to let the honoree know that
an Alternative Gift has been given in their name. For more
information about these Lewinsville mission partners and
the Alternative Gifts program, please contact Alan Stevens
at avslc11@verizon.net.
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MINISTERS
PASTOR
ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR CHRISTIAN FORMATION
STATED SUPPLY PASTOR FOR CARE MINISTRIES

The Entire Congregation of Lewinsville Church
The Rev. Dr. Scott Ramsey
The Rev. Layne B. Brubaker
The Rev. Jen Dunfee

DIRECTOR OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

Allison Lineberger

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES
DIRECTOR OF HANDBELLS
CHILDREN’S MUSIC SPECIALIST

John Nothaft
Kylie Johnson
Evan Ayars
ACTIVE IN TODAY’S SERVICE:

MUSIC MINISTRY
GUEST MUSICIANS

John Nothaft
Chancel Choir

LAY READER

Barbara Gibby

DUTY ELDER
DUTY DEACON

Cathy Saunders
Sharon Gamble

CLERK OF SESSION
TREASURER

Linda Bender
Janet Gale

MISSION CO-WORKERS
Brian and Helen Chapaitis, Wycliffe Bible Translators, Jerico, VT
Andrew and Ellen Collins, Interserve (USA), Chiang Mai, Thailand
Frank Dimmock, The Outreach Foundation (Africa specialist), Decatur, GA
CHURCH STAFF
CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR
FINANCIAL MANAGER
CHURCH OFFICE MANAGER
FACILITIES MANAGER
PASTOR EMERITUS

Bob Clark
Jeanne Melone
Sandy Albrecht
Steven Kirkland
The Reverend Gary G. Pinder

LEWINSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1724 Chain Bridge Road ~ McLean, Virginia 22101
703-356-7200 ~~ FAX – 703-356-7334
www.lewinsville.org

A program of the Presbyterian Church (USA)
Donate now or
text 703 270-0451

