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January 2022

DEDICATION SUNDAY
JANUARY 9, 2022

JANUARY WORSHIP
JANUARY 2, livestreamed at 11:00 a.m.
2nd Sunday of Christmas
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper, live & virtual
Jeremiah 31: 7-14; John 1:1-9, 10-18

As part of Lewinsville’s 175th
Anniversary Year, we will
celebrate the January 1847
dedication of the original
chapel during the 11:00 Worship
Service, Sunday, January 9. The
youthful Rev. Levi Christian was
called to be the first pastor of
the congregation. Seventeen

“True Light from True Light”
Rev. Layne Brubaker
9:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship at the Pavilion
DEDICATION SUNDAY
JANUARY 9, livestreamed at 11:00 a.m.
Baptism of the Lord
Genesis 12:1-3; Luke 8:4-15

“Sowing Seeds of Faith and Blessing for 175 Years”

Rev. Dr. Scott Ramsey
founding members attended that first dedication.
9:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship at the Pavilion
7:00 p.m. Contemplative Evening Worship with the Psalms Plan to join us for this special day, when we will remember the many ways that
JANUARY 16, livestreamed at 11:00 a.m.
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday
2nd Sunday after Epiphany
Psalm 36:5-10; John 2:1-11

“The Good Wine of Steadfast Love”

Lewinsville has been “sowing seeds” of faith and blessing during its first 175 years.
And we will recommit ourselves to scattering the seeds of God’s love and mercy in
Northern Virginia and beyond through diverse ministries, many of which are not yet
conceived.

Rev. Dr. Scott Ramsey
9:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship at the Pavilion
Messy Church in the Narthex, 9:30-10:45 a.m.
JANUARY 23, livestreamed at 11:00 a.m.
3rd Sunday after Epiphany
Psalm 19; Luke 4:14-21

CONTEMPLATIVE EVENING WORSHIP WITH THE
PSALMS FOR DEDICATION SUNDAY
JANUARY 9, 2022
7:00 P.M.

“Creation, Torah, and The Spirit of the Lord”
Rev. Dr. Scott Ramsey
9:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship at the Pavilion
JANUARY 30, livestreamed at 11:00 a.m.
4th Sunday after Epiphany
Jeremiah 1:4-10; Luke 4:21-30

“Holy Trouble”
Rev. Dr. Scott Ramsey
9:30 a.m. Outdoor Worship at the Pavilion

1724 Chain Bridge Road, McLean, VA 22101
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On Sunday evening, January 9, at 7:00 p.m., Lewinsville Presbyterian will have a
Contemplative Worship Service for Dedication Sunday. Earlier in the day, we will
have remembered the date in early 1847 when the original building for Lewinsville
was dedicated. At that time, it was common for the congregation to sing
primarily from the book of Psalms in the service of worship. Our contemplative
worship that evening will draw heavily from the Psalms—both read and set to
music.
Come for this special contemplative service, which will be rooted in history as we
move into our future.
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ADULT EDUCATION
JANUARY 2-30

FROM THE PASTOR

BLACK AND REFORMED IN AMERICA:
The Witness of Black Presbyterians

Dear friends at Lewinsville,
The heart of being a Christian is

following Jesus.

Instructor: R. Bruce Douglass
(Director Emeritus of the Reformed Institute of
Metropolitan Washington)

I almost hesitate to write that, because it
seems so blindingly obvious. What else could
“being a Christian” mean?
However, we can sometimes put a lot of other things into what it
means to “be a Christian,” which can muddy the waters and create
confusion. We may think that being a Christian is all about “going to
church.” We may think that being a Christian is all about “believing
certain propositional statements.” We may think that being a
Christian is all about “holding specific positions on social or political
issues.”
Now, it is clear that belonging to a church community is crucial for
growing in faith; it is clear that what we believe as Christians is
incredibly important; and it is clear that our relationship with Christ
will shape and influence how we live in the world, including our
thinking about all kinds of social, economic, and political issues.
But it is also clear that it is possible to do all of those things without
actually following or growing closer to Jesus. We can attend church
as a way of just checking off a box in a self-congratulatory way,
without allowing worship to change the way we live. We can cling
rigidly to certain intellectual propositions, without allowing those
beliefs to change our hearts. And it is possible to hold our social and
political positions self-righteously in ways that are mean and
anti-neighborly, rather than as expressions of God’s love.

The heart of being a Christian is following Jesus. None of us do that
perfectly. All of us fall down repeatedly. Following Jesus will
challenge and reshape all of us. That is the great news! Following
Jesus, becoming closer to him, allowing him to change and transform
us, that is what being a Christian is all about. When we start with
Jesus and let him lead us, we can trust that he will lead us where we
need to go.
In 2022, what is one thing you might do to grow closer to Jesus?
Blessings for your journey,
Pastor Scott

Presbyterian churches in America have long had Black
members. But even though Black Presbyterians had some
eloquent leaders their thinking has not been well known
by other Presbyterians in this country (most of whom have
been White). Indeed, more often than not the views of
Black Presbyterians on everything from theology to civil
politics have been ignored by the White majority. Only in
recent decades has this begun to change. The purpose of
this set of talks is to provide an introduction to the
thinking of some of the more prominent figures in the
history of Black Presbyterianism in America. The talks will
focus in particular on the careers and views of four
notable figures who represent distinct stages in the
history of the Black experience in America: Henry Hyland
Garnet (1815-1882), Francis Grimke (1850-1937), Gayraud
Wilmore (1921-2020) and Katie Geneva Cannon (1950-2018).
They will include some discussion of the strategic
challenges faced by Blacks in this country in combatting
racism as well as the issues raised for Presbyterians by the
rise of Black liberation theology.
This is a sequel to last year’s class on the history of race
relations in American Presbyterianism.
JANUARY 2—HENRY HIGHLAND GARNET: THE SINFULNESS OF
VOLUNTARY SUBMISSION
JANUARY 9—FRANCIS GRIMKE: “SLAVERY IS GONE BUT ITS SPIRIT
REMAINS.”
JANUARY 16—GAYRAUD WILMORE: DESEGREGATION AND/OR BLACK
POWER?
JANUARY 23—KATIE CANNON: “WOMANIST” LIBERATION
JANUARY 30—BLACK PRESBYTERIANS AND THE REFORMED
TRADITION

THIS CLASS WILL BE HELD ON ZOOM. WATCH THE THURSDAY MAIL
FOR THE LINKS TO THE CLASS.
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PATHWAYS
OUT OF
POVERTY IN
NORTHERN
VIRGINIA
JANUARY 16
3:30 – 5:00 P.M.
ON ZOOM

PANEL DISCUSSION ON FINANCIAL EMPOWERMENT

ALTERNATIVE OUTDOOR
WORSHIP for JANUARY

Lewinsville Church and Redeemer Lutheran Church of McLean are jointly sponsoring a
series of virtual panel discussions on “Pathways Out of Poverty in Northern Virginia.”
The second event of the series will be held in January.

JANUARY 2
SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS
9:30 A.M. PAVILION WORSHIP

The event features Anamarie Lusardi, Founder and Director of the Global Financial
Literacy Excellence Center at the George Washington University School of Business;
Maria Jose Cantoni, Director of the Financial Empowerment Center in Fairfax County, a
division of Britepaths, Inc.; and Donna Snyder-White, Vice President for Financial
Empowerment at StandByMe (UnitedWay/Delaware). The panel will be moderated by
Irene Foster, Professor at the George Washington University.

JANUARY 9
BAPTISM OF THE LORD/
DEDICATION SUNDAY
9:30 A.M. PAVILION WORSHIP

LED BY REV. LAYNE BRUBAKER

LED BY REV. DR. SCOTT RAMSEY

ABOUT THE EVENT. In this second event of the Pathways series, we examine key barriers
to escaping poverty in Northern Virginia: financial illiteracy and high-cost borrowing.
Annamarie Lusardi will set the stage by describing how the lack of financial literacy
leads to bad financial decisions and financial distress, while financial education can
reverse these impacts. Maria Jose Cantoni and Donna Snyder White will share their
organizations’ experiences transforming lives through financial coaching and other
services. The session moderator, Irene Foster, who has extensive experience in
economics education, will moderate the discussion and facilitate attendee Q&A.

JAUARY 16
2ND SUNDAY
AFTER EPIPHANY
NO PAVILION
WORSHIP
MESSY CHURCH IN THE NARTHEX
9:30 A.M.-10:45 A.M.

ABOUT THE SERIES. Pathways out of Poverty in Northern Virginia begins with the
knowledge that affluent Northern Virginia is home to many poor families and
individuals who are confronted daily with a multitude of simultaneous challenges. The
goal of the series is to understand these barriers, and to explore policies, programs, and
individual actions that can help remove the barriers facing our neighbors.
Other Pathways panel discussion topics include:

JANUARY 23
3RD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
9:30 A.M. PAVILION WORSHIP

•
•
•
•

ACCESSING AFFORDABLE HOUSING – October 2021 (available now from the LPC
website)
FREE COMMUNITY COLLEGE TECHNICAL TRAINING - March 2022
EXPUNGEMENT OF MISDEMEANOR CONVICTIONS – May 2022
OBTAINING COMMUNITY SERVICES – June 2022

CELEBRATION LED BY PASTOR
REV. LAYNE BRUBAKER

LED BY REV. DR SCOTT RAMSEY

JANUARY 30
4TH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
9:30 A.M. PAVILION WORSHIP
LED BY REV. DR. SCOTT RAMSEY

Information about each panel discussion, ZOOM event links, how to submit questions
to our panelists, and recordings of past sessions will be available at: https://
www.lewinsville.org or https://redeemermclean.org
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SUNDAY,
JANUARY 16
9:30-10:45 A.M.
IN THE CHURCH
NARTHEX
After a two year Covid-related hiatus, the Summer
Mission Project team is excited to announce a
partnership with Appalachia Service Project for
June 19-25, 2022!
Appalachia Service Project (ASP) is a Christian
ministry, open to all people, that inspires hope
and service through volunteer home repair and
replacement in Central Appalachia. Since 1969,
ASP has made homes warmer, safer, and drier for
families and provided transformational service
experiences for volunteers.
Each year, more than 15,000 volunteers serve with
ASP, providing critical repairs for more than 350
families.
Registration is open for anyone age 13 and older
(must have completed the 8th grade) - check our
website for more details and to get your name on
the list!

Children, Youth, and Families are
invited to learn about some of the
events that marked the beginning
of Jesus’ Ministry. We will meet in
the Narthex for activities, crafts
and games followed by a time of
Celebration led by Pastor Layne
and finish with a light brunch
outside on the church steps.

REFORMED INSTITUTE
CONVOCATION
Saturday, January 22
Dr. Brian Blount, president of Union
Presbyterian Seminary in Richmond and
renowned New Testament scholar of the
Gospel of Mark and the book of Revelation,
will be speaking at National Presbyterian
Church in Washington, DC, on Saturday
morning, January 22. Stay tuned for more information about this wonderful
event!
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Every Sunday in January
6:15-7:30 p.m. we will
gather for youth
fellowship in the
Narthex. During our time
together we will share a meal
(outdoors), play some games and grow together
in discussions about the Bible and faith
formation.
JANUARY 9-5:15-6:15 p.m. in the Narthex will be a
parents of youth information session. We will be
discussing the entire 2022 program year. We will
specifically go over the details for Summer
Mission Program and Montreat Youth
Conference
JANUARY 17-9 a.m.-1 p.m., MLK Day of
Service with youth from National
Capital Presbytery. We will be
volunteering at Westminster
Presbyterian Church to
prepare Heart Kits for
Presbyterian Disaster Agency.

SENT

SESSION/DEACON-STEPHEN MINISTER
RETREAT – RESCHEDULED!

REV. LAYNE
BRUBAKER
SPIRITUAL
FORMATION &
MISSION
Greetings Lewinsville Family,
In November at my Installation Service Rev. Erin
Raska preached on the text from Isaiah 43, “Forget the
former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a
new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am
making a way in the wilderness and streams in the
wasteland” – and I can already see God at work and doing
a new thing in our congregation. The Congregation has
now completed a three part Afghan Refugee Discernment
Events unanimously approved a new mission of our
congregation. From this discernment process I can see the
Holy Spirit at work in both this new mission project for our
congregation, but also in the way I see congregants
wanting to work together for the Kingdom of God. From
our discernment event we felt called to create a way for
our congregation to respond (and continue responding) to
the Afghan Refugee Crisis in our country. To create a
mission response that is both helpful and nimble- so that
we can change as needed to most help our Afghan
Brothers and Sisters.
In light of this we are creating the Refugee Resettlement
Team which will hopefully be comprised of 8-12 members
of the Lewinsville Congregation. This team will at times
need to call on the whole congregation to help support
different resettlement opportunities.
To begin the
Resettlement team will partner with Immigrant Refugee
Outreach Center (https://www.irocenter.org/) and with
Immanuel Presbyterian Church- helping complete the
resettlement process for a particular Afghan Family they
were matched with. The Refugee Resettlement Team will
potential partner with other organizations as needs present
themselves.
If you would like to be a part of the Refugee Resettlement
Team or have any questions please reach out to me
at lbrubaker@lewinsville.org.
Grace and Peace,
Layne

CLAIMED

On Saturday, January 29, your Session and Deacons/Stephen
Ministers will gather for a one-day retreat (rescheduled from
the fall) to share in fellowship and to discern God’s leading for
us as a congregation. We will be reflecting, in particular, on two
issues: how we can lean into and address difficult issues in ways
that follow Jesus and serve the kingdom of God; and how we
care for each other (in the congregation and beyond) in
intentional and organized ways, that draw on the great
resources for care with which Lewinsville is blessed. Please hold
your Elders and Deacons/Stephen Ministers in your prayers on
this day for a productive, blessed, and useful time together!

DECEMBER SESSION
MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
The focus of the December meeting was a review
of a preliminary budget for 2022. Session supported
and encouraged the Stewardship Committee’s efforts to
follow-up on all outstanding pledges before the January
meeting.
A report from the Earth Care Team was received and Session
unanimously reaffirmed Lewinsville’s commitment as a PC
(USA) Earth Care Congregation.
A joint Session/Deacon-Stephen Minister Retreat is
scheduled for Saturday, January 29, 2022.
Respectfully submitted,
Linda Bender, Clerk of Session

At the end of
November 2021,

Kylie Johnson
resigned from her
position as Handbell
Director.
We give thanks for
Kylie’s leadership and many gifts, and we wish her all of
God’s blessings in the future. Stay tuned for more
information about next steps for our Handbell Ministry!
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MEMBERS IN INDEPENDENT LIVING, NURSING HOMES & CARE CENTERS:
ASHBY PONDS: Quinn and Celia Morrison, Evelyn Jones, Richard Rager,
Doug McGuire
BRIGHTVIEW, GREAT FALLS: Elizabeth McKenna
CHESTERBROOK RESIDENCES: Dee Custer, Nancy Miller
EMILIA ASSISTED LIVING HOME, SPRINGFIELD: Steve Stephenson
THE FALLSTEAD: Margie Roe
GOODWIN HOUSE, FALLS CHURCH: Charles and Mary Hutchison
GREENSPRING, SPRINGFIELD: Joanne Field, Sarah Larson
THE HERMITAGE: Margot Scheffey
THE JEFFERSON, ARLINGTON: Fran Pearce, Bob and Beverly Johnson
THE KENSINGTON, RESTON: Mary Ann Philipp, Steve Hiemstra
LEWINSVILLE RETIREMENT RESIDENCE: Jane Gardner, Dong Lee, Lurleen Ogle,
Lucille Quinn, Mina Sulaiman
VINSON HALL, MCLEAN: Jean and Charlie Mertz
THE VIRGINIAN: Don Robb
ANNIVERSARIES
Congratulations to ALL Lewinsville couples celebrating JANUARY
wedding anniversaries. The following couples are celebrating a
milestone occasion:
• Steve and Linda Stephenson—35 years on January 10
• Larry and Mardi Cullumber—50 years on January 15
• Doug and Effie Shaw—45 years on January 15
DEATHS
Our loving sympathy and prayers are extended to the family of Mary
Partridge who died on December 5.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS:
After the most recent Inquirers Class, the Session was
delighted to welcome two persons into membership at
Lewinsville: Karen Hunter and Tirza Edwin. Below is
information about them, and please join us in
welcoming them to Lewinsville!

KAREN HUNTER: Karen lives in
McLean with her 12 year old son
Grant, who is a 7th grader at
Longfellow Middle School.
Karen works as an attorney for
the Small Business
Administration handling
litigation matters for the agency. She is excited to be
joining the church where her dad, Will Hunter, is a
member as well.
TIRZA EDWIN: Tirza was born in
Pakistan in 1951 and came to the USA
in December 2005 with her younger
son. She moved into Lewinsville
Retirement Residence in May 2021.
She enjoys living there and meeting
the people in that community. She
grew up in the Presbyterian church in Pakistan, and is
happy to be joining Lewinsville.

BIRTHS

Blood Drive January 9,
7:45 am – 12:05 pm,
Bloodmobile in Large
Parking Lot Our next blood

Congratulations to Cara and Nicholas Stevens on the birth of their
son, Campbell James Stevens, born on November 19. The proud
grandparents are Jennifer and Greg Stevens and the proud great
grandparents are Alan and Liz Stevens.
Congratulations to Madeleine and Hyden Bassett on the birth of their
son, Henry Gunter Bassett, on November 22. The proud
grandparents are Dave and Pattie Gunter.
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drive is scheduled for
Sunday, January 9. INOVA Blood Services will be
accepting donations via their bloodmobile. The
bloodmobile will be parked in the church’s main
parking lot near the Music entrance. When you arrive,
check in at the Inova Tent. All INOVA Blood Services
personnel will be wearing masks and donors will be
required to bring and wear their own masks. Please bring a
photo I.D. when you come to donate. We are excited
to offer walk-ins. We highly encourage people to sign
up for an appointment in advance for planning
purposes. CLICK HERE to register.

CALLED

SENT

REV. JEN DUNFEE
CARE MINISTRY
Lewinsville Presbyterian
Church begins 2022 with
joyful expectation as we
continue to celebrate
the 175th Anniversary and look to the opening of
our renovated facilities. It will also be a time to
tell the story of the grace, creativity, flexibility
and perseverance of the congregation during the
disruption of Covid and the building renovation.

Since 2018, members of the Second
Saturday Set (SSS) have generously
donated Christmas gifts to identified
children at Westgate Elementary, one of
our LPC Mission and Service partners.

This year, we were given four families,
which included nine children in all. The
photo above shows the collected gifts
before they were bagged for delivery.
On December 13, the gifts were taken to
the school, where the school
counselors distributed them to the grateful parents. We would like to
thank our SSS friends for bringing joy to these dear children once again.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 14
11:30 A.M.
LEWINSVILLE RETIREMENT RESIDENCES DINING ROOM
Single Seniors lunch will be in person on Friday, January 14 at 11:30 a.m. in the
dining room of LRR. One can enter the LRR dining area from the Lewinsville
cemetery through the glass sliding doors. We won’t have access to the kitchen,
so bring your own bag lunch. We will enjoy one another’s fellowship and report
on our Christmas celebrations and New Year’s resolutions. For information,

The congregation found new ways to build
community online, to care for each other while
paying attention to social distancing, and to
keep doing well what Lewinsville does so well:
faith formation, fellowship, service and joyful
worship. We are now imagining together how
we will use the new space to further community,
care, faith, fellowship, service and worship, and
how to further connect in those same areas with
our neighbors.
One possibility will be a series of small groups
on topics of common interest, such as faithful
parenting in the digital age, the Holy Spirit and
mental health, and the spiritual practice of
listening to music. If you are looking to more
fully engage in church community in the new
year, consider joining a short-term small group
around a topic.
If you are looking for a long-term small group
experience with fellowship, bible study and
service, ask Pastor Jen about joining one of the
five Christ Care groups at LPC. With the
completion of the building renovation in sight, it
is a great joy not just to imagine new spaces, but
more importantly all the people inside them,
growing in faith and fellowship together.

Pastor Jen

contact Lois Dokken (manpadokken@aol.com/703 789-0617) or Wendy
Maiwurm (wmaiwurm@gmail.com /703 759-6705).
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1724 CHAIN BRIDGE ROAD
MCLEAN, VIRGINIA 22101

EARTH FRIENDLY ICE AND SNOW MANAGEMENT
We all want to avoid slipping on icy surfaces. Unfortunately, many
commonly used de-icing products negatively impact water quality
and aquatic life when they find their way into our streams, lakes
and ground water. Products containing salt can also harm pet’s
paws, trees, and plants, and corrode metals, concrete and asphalt.
Here are some ways to effectively balance safety concerns with
caring for the earth:
• Shovel first. Sometimes that is enough. Don’t reflexively turn
to a deicer.
• Spread natural substances, such as sand, non-clumping
clay-based kitty litter, wood ash or sawdust, on slick areas to
provide traction. (Not effective if more snow falls on top.)
• Spread alfalfa meal, a dry and grainy all-natural fertilizer
available in most hardware and gardening stores. It provides
traction and also melts ice. It contains nitrogen, but at a low
enough concentration that moderate use does not pose risk
to local water systems.
• Make an environmentally friendly deicer by combining a half
gallon of hot water, six drops of dish soap, and ¼ cup of
rubbing alcohol in a bucket. Pour it onto icy trouble spots and
watch the ice bubble up and melt. Scrape away any remaining

•

•

bits of ice.
If natural methods are insufficient, choose an “eco-friendly”
commercial deicer, using the smallest effective amount
prescribed by the application directions and spread only
where necessary. Product names, labels and manufacturer’s
claims can be misleading -- read the list of ingredients
carefully. Avoid deicers that contain sodium chloride (rock
salt). Calcium and magnesium chlorides are a bit safer and
less corrosive, but all chlorides are corrosive and
detrimental to the environment when overused. Urea,
magnesium and potassium acetates do less harm, but have
high organic content that can damage waterways. The U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency maintains a list of deicers
that meet its Safer Choice Standards: https://
www.epa.gov/saferchoice/
products#type=Deicers&sector=Home
Apply deicers to pavement or a
thin layer of ice after shoveling.
Deicer is best for preventing ice
from forming, not for melting
inches of snow.

