
FEBRUARY WORSHIP   

 

FEBRUARY 4, livestreamed at 11:00 a.m. 
5th SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY  
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

Isaiah 40:21-31; Mark 1:29-39 

“To Be Healed” 

Rev. Layne Brubaker 

7:00 p.m. Contemplative Blues Service 

 

FEBRUARY 11, livestreamed at 11:00 a.m. 
TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD 

2 Kings 2:1-12; Mark 9:2-9 

“Grief and Amazement” 

Rev. Dr. Scott Ramsey 

 

FEBRUARY 14, livestreamed at 7:30 p.m. 
ASH WEDNESDAY 

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10; Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
“The Gospel’s Peculiar Approach to Well-Being” 

Rev. Dr. Scott Ramsey 

 

LENT SERMON SERIES: “HOSPITALITY & SERVICE” 

FEBRUARY 18, livestreamed at 11:00 a.m. 
1st SUNDAY IN LENT 

Genesis 18:1-15; Hebrews 13:1-2 

“Entertaining Angels” 

Rev. Dr. Scott Ramsey 

9:30 a.m. Messy Church 

 

LENT SERMON SERIES: “HOSPITALITY & SERVICE” 

FEBRUARY 25, livestreamed at 11:00 a.m. 
2nd SUNDAY IN LENT 

Exodus 2:1-10 

“Unexpected Hospitality” 

Rev. Layne Brubaker 

2024 LENT STUDY WITH DEVON ABTS BEGINS 
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The season of Lent is a time set aside 
for re昀氀ection, repentance, and  
preparation for Easter. 
  

This year the Lewinsville Mission and 
Service ministry group is excited to  
introduce the Mission and Service 

 Lenten Challenge. We invite each 
member of our congregation to  
consider a unique approach to Lent— 
one that focuses on adding a  
meaningful act of service to their lives 
rather than giving something up.  
 

Traditionally, Lent has been associated with sacri昀椀ce, often involving the abstaining 
from certain habits or indulgences which can be a helpful practice in our spiritual 
journeys. Another way to practice Lent is to add something into your life.  
 

The Mission and Service Lenten Challenge encourages you to engage in acts of   
kindness and make a tangible impact by serving one of our mission partners or your 
larger community. Throughout the 2024 Lenten season we ask that you pledge your 
time to serving your neighbors. There are countless ways to demonstrate Christ’s 
love to the world by loving our neighbors. We believe that by actively participating 
in acts of service, our congregation will deepen our connection with our mission 
partners, build a stronger sense of community, and live out the teachings of love and 
compassion that are at the core of our faith.  
 

To get started Mission and Service will be providing each member 
a Lenten Challenge Booklet. In this booklet there will be many       
suggestions of how you might pledge your time. In the booklet 
will be a Mission and Service pledge card. We ask that you      
complete this pledge card and then place it in the offering plate 
on Sunday morning. You can also complete your pledge online at                 
Lewinsville.org or by scanning this QR code.  

ANNUAL MEETING: FEBRUARY 4, 9:30-10:30 A.M. 
FELLOWSHIP HALL 

ALL MEMBERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO TAKE PART IN THE ANNUAL MEETING 
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FROM THE PASTOR  

 

 

 Dear friends at  Lewinsville, 

 

   While it may seem like we just 昀椀nished 
with the season of Christmas (because we 

did!!), the 40-day season of Lent is upon us 
and will begin on Ash Wednesday, February 

14. (This year, we get to celebrate          
Valentine’s Day and Ash Wednesday      

together.) There are multiple articles in this 
newsletter about worship and educational opportunities that 
will be available to you during Lent.  

 

The season of Lent is an opportunity to recommit ourselves to 

Jesus Christ as our Lord and to engage in a thorough                 
self-examination and self-assessment of our lives of discipleship. 

This year, I am personally spending time – and would invite you 
to do the same - with the invitation of Pete Scazzero, Christian 
pastor and host of the “Emotionally Healthy Leader” podcast 

(available on Apple podcasts and Spotify) to “radically realign 
our lives around the purposes of God.”  

 

Scazzero’s invitation assumes that our lives have each gotten out 

of alignment with God’s purposes. (This is what the apostle Paul 
meant when he wrote that “all of us have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God,” Romans 3:23) God has created each of us in 

such a way that when we are living in alignment with God’s     
purposes for our lives, we will feel a greater sense of 昀椀t, of 

peacefulness, and of stability – even when the external          
circumstances of our lives are dif昀椀cult and challenging. And 
when we are living out of alignment with God’s purposes for our 

lives – when we are pursuing the idols of success, approval, or 
control – we will feel uneasy and disconnected with our True 

Selves, even if the external circumstances of our lives appear to 
be golden.  

 

During this season, we are each invited to ask ourselves: How 
have our lives gotten out of alignment with God’s purposes for 

us? How are we pursuing goals other than God’s will for our 
lives? This is never an opportunity to shame ourselves or to beat 

ourselves up. It is always an opportunity to place those            
out-of-alignment areas before Jesus Christ our Savior, and to 

allow him to realign us.  
 

                                                                                                          Blessings for your Lenten journey,  

                                                                                                                                                                                            Pastor Scott 
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ANNUAL MEETING:  FEBRUARY 4 

9:30-10:30 A.M.    FELLOWSHIP HALL 

On Sunday, February 4, at 9:30 a.m., the congregation of 
Lewinsville Presbyterian Church will gather for its annual 
meeting. Consideration of pastoral terms of call,                   
presentation of the church budget for 2024, presentation 
of the Annual Report, voting on our church of昀椀cers, and 
any other items that belong before the congregation will 
be considered at this meeting. This will be a time to look 
back at 2023, as well as a time to look forward to the year 
to come. We hope that you will mark your calendars now 
for this important gathering in the life of our congregation. 

GAMES & ACTIVITIES DURING THE MEETING ARE PLANNED FOR 
CHILDREN, AGES 4-GRADE 6,  IN ROOM 102A & B  

CONTEMPLATIVE BLUES SERVICE  
Sunday, February 4, 7:00 p.m.  
Plan to join us for a Contemplative Blues Service on Sunday 
evening, February 4, at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. Since       
February is Black History Month, this special service will     
include readings from the Civil Rights Movement,                     
interspersed with Scripture, music, and prayer. We look              
forward to having you join us.  

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING           FEBRUARY 11 
On Sunday February 11th, the Lewinsville Youth Group will be 
hosting the Superbowl of Caring Fundraiser. This year all the 
funds collected will be given in Westgate Elementary School 
to support families who     
experience food insecurity. 
To give, simply click the 
blue Make a Donation     
button on the Lewinsville 
website. Or place money in 
the soup pots held by 
members of the Youth 
Group on your way out of 
church on Sunday, Feb. 11.  



3 
S E N T    F R O M    T H E    H E A R T    O F    G O D  

LENT SERMON SERIES:  
 

“HOSPITALITY  

& SERVICE” 

During the season of Lent, our sermon series will be “Hospitality 
and Service.” Two things that characterize the ministry of Jesus 
from beginning to end are (1) generous hospitality towards others 
and (2) a life of service to others. Following Jesus, hospitality and 
service have always been characteristics of the church when we 
have been at our best. Hospitality is the art of making space for 
others. One classic text about biblical hospitality                           

(there are many) comes from Hebrews 13:2 – “Do not neglect to show hospitality to others, for by doing that some have 
entertained angels without knowing it.” Service is the art of putting the needs of others ahead of your own agenda. One 
classic text about biblical service (again, there are many) is Philippians 2:4 – “Let each of you look, not to your own       
interests, but to the interests of others.”  
 

Hospitality and service draw us out of our self-absorbed bubbles, connecting us with the yearnings, needs, and             
well-being of others. When we practice hospitality and service, we are following in the footsteps of Jesus, who walked 
this way, all the way to the cross. Since Lent is a season of following Jesus more closely, we may expect to be drawn   
towards practices like hospitality and service. How is forgiveness related to hospitality? How is justice related to service?  

The Summer Mission     
Project planning team   
invites you to join us 
for a delightful evening 
of joy and fellowship at 
our Mardi Gras Pancake 
Dinner on February 13th 
from 7:00 PM to 9:00 
PM. Indulge in the spirit 
of celebration as we 
provide an array of   
toppings and 昀椀llings for 
you to create your   

perfect stack of pancakes. It's a wonderful opportunity to come 
together, enjoy delicious food, and embrace the festive           
atmosphere. Don't miss out on this delicious and fun-昀椀lled event!  

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14                             
12 NOON & 7:30 PM 
 

On Wednesday, February 14, Lewinsville will offer two 
opportunities to mark the beginning of Lent with Ash 
Wednesday. We will worship in the church sanctuary at 
12 noon and 7:30 pm, during which worshippers will have 
the opportunity to receive the imposition of ashes. We 
invite you to begin your Lent with us in this way. If you 
have questions, feel free to reach out to Pastor Scott, 
Pastor Layne, or Pastor Jen.  
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DEVON ABTS, PhD 

INTERIM DIRECTOR OF THE 
LUCE CENTER AND VISITING    

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF ART 
AND RELIGION AT WESLEY    

THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY IN 
WASHINGTON, DC. 

Sunday Morning, February 25 | 9:30–10:30am                                      
“Praying the Psalms: Jewish and Christian Traditions” 

This session will lay the foundation for the series by 
introducing the principles of reception hermeneutics 
and providing an overview of the Psalms in Jewish and 
Christian worship. 
 Scripture Reading: Psalm 30 

 

Sunday Evening, February 25| 6:00-6:30 pm  Light Dinner  
6:30–8:15pm  “Psalm 42: The Heart’s Desire for God” 

A deep dive into Psalm 42, focusing on the vivid         
imagery and compelling metaphors that give this psalm 
its enduring appeal. After careful examination of the 
psalm, we’ll read a poem by R.S. Thomas and listen to a 
hymn inspired by Psalm 42. 
 Scripture Reading: Psalm 42 

 

Monday, February 26 | 7:00–9:15pm 

“Psalm 51: A Time for Repentance” 

This session will focus on the best-known of the      
penitential psalms. After a close-reading of the text, 
we’ll examine the medieval reception of this psalm in 
Allegri infamous setting of the Miserere, and read parts 
of James Weldon Johnson’s “Listen Lord: A Prayer” as a 
modern interpretation of the Hebrew psalm. 
 Scripture Reading: Psalm 51 

Tuesday, February 27 | 7:00–9:15pm 

“Psalm 114: Trusting God in the Desert” 

Taking a cue from Psalm 114, this session will consider 
how the Psalms aid us in our Lenten journey by leading 
us through the desert toward resurrection joy. We’ll 
begin with a close study of the psalm before diving 
into Dante’s Purgatorio and concluding with the tonus 
peregrinus as an anthem 昀椀tting for the season of Lent. 
 Scripture Reading: Psalm 114 

 

Speaker:  Devon Abts, PhD 

Interim Director of the Luce Center and Visiting        
Assistant Professor of Art and Religion at Wesley     
Theological Seminary in Washington, DC. She holds a 
PhD in Theology from King’s College London, and an 
MA from Yale Divinity School. Dr. Abts’ research and 
teaching is situated at the intersections of                
contemporary theology, Christian ethics, and the arts, 
with particular expertise in literature. She is currently 
preparing a manuscript on theology and modern             
poetry for publication. Dr. Abts has taught on both 
sides of the Atlantic, and previously served as an editor 
for The Encyclopedia of the Bible and Its Reception. 
She is co-chair of the theology and arts seminar at the 
Society for the Study of Theology (UK), where she also 
serves as trustee on the Executive Committee. 
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ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES 

ADULT EDUCATION SPECIAL SESSION 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11     9:30-10:30 AM    ROOM 102A 

Lewinsville welcomes a return visit from Matt Taylor from the 
Institute for Islamic, Christian and Jewish  Studies and a member 
of the Reformed Institute Company of Teachers.  Dr. Taylor will 
provide a stimulating lecture that focuses on how we interpret 
the passages about Jesus’ suffering in the Book of Hebrews in 
light of the apparent anti-Judaism sentiments of that text. 

SPEAKER:  DR. MATT TAYLOR 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18, MARCH 3, 10, 17 & 24 

9:30-10:30 AM                              ROOM 102A 

How do you see Jesus? Each of us probably sees Jesus in a 
slightly different way, And that includes the four gospel 
writers. But of the gospel writers John’s Gospel offers the 
richest and most unique view of Jesus. John makes this 
clear on how he wants his readers to see Jesus in these 
words near the end of his gospel, “But these are written 
so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the          
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you 

may have life in his name.” John seeks to provide his unique perspective on Jesus through the use of memorable            
metaphors. Join Rev. Dan Thomas as together we explore such rich and illuminating metaphors as tabernacle, living water, 
bread of life, resurrection and the life, and Passover offering and seek to discover how these can enrich our view and     
understanding of Jesus during this Lenten season.  

LEADER:  REV. DAN THOMAS 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 18, MARCH 3, 10, 17 

9:30-10:30 AM                                      ROOM 102B 

One of the most popular introductions to Christian faith ever 

written, Mere Christianity brings together Lewis’s legendary 

broadcast talks during World War Two.  Lewis provides an 

unequaled opportunity for believers and nonbelievers alike to 

hear a powerful, rational case for the Christian faith. 

“...I have thought that the best, perhaps the only service I 
could do….was to explain and defend the belief that has been 
common to nearly all Christians at all times.”    C.S. Lewis 

LEADER:  DEBBIE LEAVENS 

Participants are encouraged 
to read the book. 
 

Click HERE to order the 
book on Amazon/Kindle/
Audible 

https://www.amazon.com/s?k=mere+christianity+cs+lewis+paperback&crid=20H942R67DNX9&sprefix=Mere+C%2Caps%2C475&ref=nb_sb_ss_ts-doa-p_1_6
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MESSY CHURCH                      FEBRUARY 18 

9:30-11:00 A.M.              FELLOWSHIP HALL 

Jesus taught in parables.  A parable is a simple story that 
carries an important message.  Jesus told parables to his 
disciples so they could learn about God’s ways.  He used 
examples from their everyday lives, like plants, animals 
and people to convey a lesson, a truth to put into        
action.  Sunday, February 18 beginning at 9:30 a.m. in 
Fellowship Hall, families are invited to learn some of 
Jesus’ famous Parables through crafts, games, and other 
activities. There will be something for everyone! 
The activity time will be followed by worship and 
brunch.  All ages are welcomed. 

YOUTH FELLOWSHIP          SUNDAYS 6:00-8:00 P.M. 
 

Youth Fellowship is not just another activity; it's a chance to deepen 
your faith, build lasting friendships, and have a great time. Here's 
what our youth can look forward to each Sunday:  
• Shared Meals: We believe that sharing a meal is an essential                  
                  part of building community. Each gathering will begin with a               
                   shared meal, offering a time for conversation and connection. 
• Spiritual Formation Conversations: Our discussions will focus on 
                   matters of faith, spirituality, and how one’s faith impacts their    
                  daily life. It's a safe space to explore questions, seek guidance,        
                   and deepen our understanding of God's love. 
• Fun and Fellowship: We know that faith is also about joy and              
                  celebration. Our Youth Fellowship will include games, activities, 
                  and opportunities to enjoy each other's company, fostering                   
                 friendships that can help carry our youth through the ups and 

downs of life.  
Youth Fellowship is every Sunday evening 6-8pm in the Youth Center. If you would like to know more or get connected with 
our Youth at Lewinsville reach out to Pastor Layne at Lbrubaker@lewinsville.org  
 

 

YOUNG ADULTS                                   MONDAY, FEBRUARY 19                              7:00-9:00 P.M. 
 

Monday, February 19th all Lewinsville Young Adults (folks between the ages of 19-39ish) are welcome to join our Young 
Adult Small Group. This group will focus on fellowship, faith formation, service, and having fun together!  
 

To be a young adult means you are in a stage of life where you are still trying to figure it all out. This group hopes to be a 
space for you to process life while you are figuring it all out. We meet in the youth room from 7-9pm  

mailto:Lbrubaker@lewinsville.org


 REV. LAYNE BRUBAKER 

 

SPIRITUAL FORMATION &        
MISSION 

               As we approach the season of Lent, 
it's customary for many to consider    
giving something up as a form of fasting 

throughout the season. Folks often give up personal         
indulgences like chocolate, sugar, wine, or even meat. At 
times in my life I have found this practice of fasting form 
something to be very helpful. This year, however, I am   
pushing myself to shift my perspective and explore spiritual 
journey of adding a practice to my life instead of solely  
focusing on what to give up– speci昀椀cally I’m focusing on 
how to incorporate acts of service and hospitality towards 
others. I wonder if you might join me in this journey.  

Engaging in acts of service allows us to embody the spirit of 
love and compassion. Consider volunteering your time at 
local community organizations, shelters, or food banks. 
Small acts of kindness, such as helping a neighbor, can have 
a profound impact on both the giver and the receiver. 
Whether it's dedicating a few hours each week or simply 
assisting someone in need one time, these acts of service 
become a tangible expression of our faith.  

Hospitality is a virtue that goes hand in hand with love and 
compassion. This Lenten season, let's intentionally create 
spaces of warmth and welcome. Invite someone new to 
your home for a meal, extend a friendly gesture to a        
colleague, or make an effort to connect with those who 
may be feeling isolated. By opening our hearts and homes, 
we not only build community but also re昀氀ect the love that 
is central to our faith.  

This Lent, let's challenge ourselves to grow spiritually by 
adding acts of service and hospitality to our lives. By doing 
so, we not only honor the traditions of Lent but also       
embody the teachings of love, compassion, and community 
that lie at the heart of our faith. I’m looking forward to all 
that God has in store for us. 

                                                                                                                                       Grace and Peace,      

                                                                                                                                                                  Pastor Layne                                             

                                                                            

 

SUMMER          
MISSION TRIP 

2024 

RUTLAND,        
VERMONT 

JUNE 23-29 

 

We are excited to partner with Youth Works who provide             
Christ-centered mission trips for thousands of teenagers and 
their adult leaders in communities across the U.S. and       
beyond.  Youth Works connects with organizations already 
at work serving the needs of people within the community 
and help these organizations do what they do every day of 
the year by providing them with volunteers. Partnerships  
include working with the elderly, children, individuals with 
special needs, people who are homeless or in transition, or 
serving through hands-on labor with food banks, community 
gardens or neighborhood revitalization projects. A priority is 
placed a on relational service ministry opportunities but they 
also serve behind the scenes through manual labor. Most 
likely we will experience some of both in Rutland.  All youth 
who have completed the 6th grade by June 22, 2024 are able 
to attend SMP 2024!  COVID-19 vaccinations will be required 
for all participants and all participants age 18 and over must 
complete a Criminal Background Check (unless there is one 
on 昀椀le with LPC within the last year).  The registration fee for 
this year's trip is $300. The fee for each additional family member is 
$250. 

Sign up at this link! https://smp.lewinsville.org/home 

 

APPRECIATION FOR RESPONSE TO                               
2023 ALTERNATIVE GIFTS PROJECT 

The Mission and Service Ministry Group is grateful to all of 
the members and friends of LPC who supported and           
participated in the very successful Alternative Gifts project 
conducted during the 2023 season of Advent. Thirty-six      
family or individual donors contributed a total of $16,697 to 
provide special support for 8 of LPC’s mission partners -- 
Friends of The Lewinsville (meal program assistance),        
Chesterbrook Continuing Care Fund, United Orphanage and 
Academy (Kenya), Falls Church Homeless Shelter, Second 
Story, SHARE of McLean, Miriam’s Kitchen, and Habitat for 
Humanity of Northern Virginia. Donors were able to honor 
friends and family members with their generous                 
contributions to one or more of these mission partners that 
serve the homeless, low income persons, and vulnerable   
families and children.  
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SECOND SATURDAY SET     
1ST STAGE PLAY-SHUTTER SISTERS 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4    2:00 P.M. 
 

Since the February weather can be frightful, wouldn’t a Sunday     
matinee with your Second Saturday Set friends be delightful?  Start 
February 2024 by enjoying a Sunday afternoon at 1st Stage.  
 

Date: SUNDAY, February 4th at 2:00 p.m.  
Where: 1st Stage, 1524 Spring Hill Rd., Tysons, VA 22102 

 Play: Shutter Sisters by Mansa Ra. There may be an opportunity following the play to have a community conversation with 
the director.  
Information on 1st Stage and Shutter Sisters can be found at 1st Stage via Google or www.1stStage.org.  
Prices: I have reserved 20 tickets. 18 of them are the last $25 they have and 2 are the last $35 ones.  
Prices are per person. Military and educators (active or retired) are $15. If you qualify, let me know when you RSVP. I 
strongly suggest you RSVP/ASAP since the matinee shows are selling out very quickly this year. I can always request       
additional tickets, but I can’t guarantee them if you respond too late.  
For tickets or additional information contact: Scotty Benson: sabrabenson@gmail.com, cell 703 717-2309 or home 703 938-4471  

SPECIAL COMMISSIONED PIECE FOR  
EASTER SUNDAY, MARCH 31, 2024 

 

Lewinsville's Music Fund has commissioned a Brass 
and Organ prelude composed by David Conte. This 
special Easter prelude is memory of Helen Martin, a 
longtime friend, musician, and generous supporter 
of Lewinsville's Music Ministry and Music Fund. 
 

Conte (b. 1955) is the composer of over one hundred and 昀椀fty works           
published by E. C. Schirmer Music Company. He lived and worked with Aaron 
Copland while preparing a study of the composer’s sketches, having received 
a Fulbright Fellowship for study with Copland's teacher Nadia Boulanger in 
Paris, where he was one of her last students. Conte received his DMA from 
Cornell University. He is Professor of Composition and Chair of the             

Composition Department at the San Francisco Conservatory of Music. He has received commissions from Chanticleer, the San 
Francisco, Oakland,  Stockton, and Dayton Symphonies, the Atlantic Classical Orchestra; and from the American Guild of             
Organists.  In 2007 he received the Raymond Brock commission from the American Choral Directors Association, one of the 
nation’s highest honors in choral music. Conte is a signi昀椀cant LGBTQ+ composer and leading compositional voice in America. 

LEWINSVILLE'S CHOIR WILL SING MUSIC OF                                   
CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN COMPOSERS THROUGHOUT       

HOLY WEEK.  
JOIN US FOR PALM SUNDAY, MAUNDY THURSDAY, AND   
EASTER SUNDAY. REHEARSALS ARE THURSDAYS FROM         

7:30-9:00 P.M.  

http://www.1stStage.org
mailto:sabrabenson@gmail.com


MEMBERS IN INDEPENDENT LIVING, NURSING HOMES & CARE CENTERS: 
 

ASHBY PONDS:                                                                                   Quinn and Celia Morrison,         
                                                                                                                                                                                                    Evelyn Jones,  Richard Rager 
CHESTERBROOK RESIDENCES:                                                                               Nancy Miller 

GOODWIN HOUSE, FALLS CHURCH:                                                           Charles and  
                                                                                                                                                                                                      Mary  Hutchison 

GREENSPRING, SPRINGFIELD:                                                                                 Doug Bauer, Joanne Field,   
                                                                                                                                                                                                       Sarah Larson, Ray Martin 

THE JEFFERSON, ARLINGTON:                                                                                Bob and   Beverly Johnson, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                        Fran  Pearce 

THE KENSINGTON, RESTON:                                                                                    Janie Waldrop 

 LARMAX, MCLEAN                                                                                                                     Bert Wolfe 

 LEWINSVILLE RETIREMENT RESIDENCE:                                               Tirza Edwin, Jane Gardner,                       
                                                                                                                                                                                                       Lurleen Ogle,   
                                                                                                                                                                                                      Lucille Quinn,    
                                                                                                                                                                                       Mina Sulaiman 

LOUDOUN NURSING & REHABILITATION CENTER         Lois Rorex,                                                       
                                                                                                                                                                                                     Saundra Leslie 

VINSON HALL, MCLEAN:                                                                              Jean and Charlie Mertz,  
 THE VIRGINIAN:                                                                                             Don Robb 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 

Congratulations to ALL Lewinsville couples celebrating FEBRUARY wedding  
anniversaries.  The following couple is celebrating a milestone occasion: 
* Betty and Frank Yurkewitch—60 years (February 26) 
 

BIRTHS 

Congratulations to Kyle and Jordan Dear on the birth of their son, Colgate 
Darden Dear, on January 16.  The proud Great Grandmother is Laury Bender, 
and the proud Great Aunt is Linda Bender. 
 

DEATHS 

Our loving sympathy and prayers are with the family of Marian O’Brien who 
died on Saturday, December 30.  Marian has been a member of Lewinsville 
since 1954 and has served as an elder and on the adult education               
committee.  Marian wrote the book “The Church at Lewinsville at            
Millennium's Close”, along with Minerva W. Andrews in 2002.   Marian was 
also involved in the founding of the Lewinsville Retirement Residence and 
worked closely with Marie Lewis. A memorial service will be held Friday, 
March 8, at 10:30 a.m. with a light reception to follow.  
 

Our loving sympathy and prayers are extended to the family of Pat        
Matheson, who died on January 21.  Pat has been a member of Lewinsville 
since 1989 and served as a Stephen Leader for over 10 years, a longtime    
Stephen Minister and Deacon, and on the Refugee Resettlement Task Force.  
Pat was also a founding member of the Lost Tribes Book Club, member of a 
ChristCare group, and on the Extended Communion leadership planning 
team.  A Memorial service will take place Saturday, February 24, 2 p.m. with 
a reception to follow. 
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“ROCKS OF AGES”  
FEBRUARY 23                                   11:30 A.M.  
 

Please join us for the Senior Lunch on Friday, February 
23rd at 11:30am in room 102A. This time we’ll have a 
chance to get better acquainted with our newest 
church staff member, George Apostalakas. He’ll tell us 
something about his personal background and how his 
professional career led him to Lewinsville. And he’ll 
also give us some idea about updates and projects on 
the church for the coming year, since he is the             
Property Manager.  

It is helpful to know if you will be attending for     
planning purposes but not essential. Please let either 
Wendy Maiwurm at 703 622-1659 wmaiwurm@gmail.com 

or Lois Dokken at 703 789-0617 manpadokken@aol.com 

know if you can come. Hope to see many of you on 
the 23rd. 

“The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief 
cornerstone.”                                     Psalm 118:22 

mailto:wmaiwurm@gmail.com
mailto:manpadokken@aol.com


     John Calvin scholar Julie Canlis recently published lectures from the Academy of Christian     
Discipleship as a pamphlet entitled, A Theology of the Ordinary. She connects our everyday 
lives and worship practices with God’s blueprint for growing in faith and love of God. A 昀椀rst 

step is to recognize that God works in us through others, “scripture… teaches that our growth is bound to others, and 
other people take time we don’t always want to give. Being anonymous, or an ‘individual Christian’ is not an option for 
those of us who follow a God who refuses to be alone.” (p. 9) Canlis recognizes that spiritual growth takes time, and that 
giving and receiving go together. In her theology it is a perpetuating cycle, the more time we spend in Christian          
community, the more expansive our lives get, “when we grow, in contrast to merely change, we venture into new        
territory and include more people in our lives – serve more and love more.” (p.24) 
 

Small Group ministry provides opportunities to experience spiritual 
growth, deepen practices of faith, and 昀椀nd a closer sense of God’s 
presence as people gather in fellowship, bible study and prayer. If you 
are new or newish to Lewinsville, small group ministry is a wonderful way 
to connect further. If you desire spiritual growth but are not sure how to 
start, small group ministry can provide the time, space and friends. If 
you keep waiting for the moment to get more serious about your faith, small 
group ministry can provide the spark. ChristCare groups, which meet 
at various times throughout the week, are small groups that focus on 
bible study, prayer, service and connection. Age/stage focused small 
groups, such as Youth Parents, 50s/60s group, Young Adults, meet in 
various ways throughout the church year, as do book-based small 
groups.  
 

Contact Pastor Jen at jdunfee@lewinsville.org to get connected.  
 

 

 

REV. JEN DUNFEE 

CARE MINISTRIES 

10 S E N T    F R O M    T H E    H E A R T    O F    G O D  

ACTS IN THE ALCOVE, A BIBLE STUDY FOR PEOPLE IN 
THEIR 50’S AND 60’S, RESUMES ON THURSDAY NIGHTS AT 
7:00 P.M. STARTING FEBRUARY 1ST. 

mailto:jdunfee@lewinsville.org


11 S E N T    F R O M    T H E    H E A R T    O F    G O D  

CHOOSE SUSTAINABLE  TISSUE PRODUCTS 

 

We all use tissue products (toilet paper, facial tissue, paper towels) – 
lots of them. According to the National Resources Defense Council 
(NRDC) the average American uses over 50 pounds of tissue             
paper annually. However, most us don’t give much thought to the 
environmental impact of their production.  
 

Many popular tissue brands rely almost entirely on forest 昀椀ber,     
obtained in part from northern old growth forests that are one of 
the world’s most important carbon sinks. These forests are essential 
for a stable climate and are the heart of a valuable ecosystem, but 
they are being logged at an alarming pace. Fortunately, eco-friendly 
alternatives are readily available and competitive in price. They are 
made from recycled paper, bamboo, or other sustainable materials, 
and do not require the dangerous bleaching processes needed to 
make tissue from forest 昀椀ber.  
 

The NRDC’s annual “Issue with Tissue” rates the environmental impact 
of major U.S. brands of toilet paper, paper towels, and facial tissues. 
According to NRDC, the most egregious toilet paper brands, which 
include Angel Soft, Charmin, Cottonelle Ultra, Quilted Northern, and 
Scott 1000, have three times the carbon footprint of those made 
from recycled paper. View the 2023 scorecard here.  
 

Things you can do include: 
 

1. Make sustainability a priority when you shop. Tissue products 
that use 100% recycled and unbleached content are best for the 
environment. 

2. Use less. NRDC suggests these strategies for cutting back:  
• Keep reusable rags near your kitchen sink to use instead of paper 

towels. 
• Use cloth napkins instead of paper.  

• Use cloth handkerchiefs instead of facial tissues.  

• Consider purchasing a bidet or a bidet toilet seat attachment to 
reduce toilet paper usage. Used widely in other parts of the 
world, they are becoming increasingly popular in the US.  

3. Speak out. Share the “Issue with Tissue” scorecard with others, 
and ask managers of your favorite stores to stock more            
sustainable options. 

JANUARY SESSION MEETING 
HIGHLIGHTS: 
 

1. Finance Committee Chair, Phil Cooke,      
reported on the 2023 year-end 昀椀nancial 
statement. With 昀椀nal revenue numbers      
below target, in part due to some unmet 
pledges, and expenses being slightly below 
budget, LPC ended the year just slightly    
below its full-year plan.  

2. Phil walked Session through a second draft 
of the 2024 budget based on updated 
pledged income and adjusted ministry group 
requests. There is still a projected gap       
between expected receipts and requested 
expenses that elders were again asked to 
discuss possible reductions with their       
ministry groups and 昀椀nance committee     
liaison. A special Session meeting was called 
for January 30 to 昀椀nalize the budget before 
the February annual congregational meeting. 
Another resolution of appreciation was    
approved for Phil’s hard work so far.  

3. Session received a report from elder Grant 
Mann, chair of the nominating committee. A 
full slate of nominations will be presented 
by Grant at the February annual               
congregational meeting.  

4. Session elected Robert Gaugler for another 
one-year term as Treasurer.  

 

If you ever have any questions, feel free to reach 
out to any of the pastors or to me. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Linda Bender, Clerk of Session 

https://www.nrdc.org/stories/best-worst-tissue-brands
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.nrdc.org/sites/default/files/2023-09/issue-with-tissue-5th-report.pdf
https://www.nrdc.org/resources/issue-tissue#latest-scorecard


1724 CHAIN BRIDGE ROAD 
MCLEAN, VIRGINIA   22101 

LEWINSVILLE'S CHOIRS WILL SING MUSIC OF 
BLACK WOMEN COMPOSERS                          

THROUGHOUT BLACK HISTORY MONTH. 
COMPOSERS INCLUDE FLORENCE PRICE,           

YSAYE MARIA BARNWELL,                                 
JOSEPHINE POELINITZ, ROSEPHANYE POWELL.  

VOLUNTARIES (PRELUDES AND POSTLUDES) 
WILL FEATURE KEYBOARD WORKS BY UNDINE 

SMITH MOORE, MARGARET BONDS, AND                 
EVELYN SIMPSON CURRENTON.  

EACH SUNDAY BULLETIN WILL INCLUDE BIOS ON 
EACH COMPOSER. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR SUNDAY, MARCH 17 

GOOD SAMARITAN DAY 


