SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
December 1, 2024

First Sunday of Advent
11:00a.m.

GROWING AS A CHRIST-CENTERED COMMUNITY



Lewinsville Presbyterian Church:
Growing as a Christ-centered community
Of Belonging
Transformation
and Joy
So that we become more like Jesus.

At Lewinsville, we want to put Christ at the center of everything we do. When we consciously and
intentionally put Christ at the center, other things fall into their proper place. The purpose for putting Christ
at the center is so that, day by day, we will become more like Jesus. We fix our attention on him, and then
he re-shapes and re-forms us, bit by bit, in his likeness. More and more, we will love like him, forgive like
him, serve the poor like him, and be vulnerably present with each other like him.

This journey of becoming more like Jesus is one of great joy, even in the midst of loss and sorrow. It is a
journey of complete and utter transformation, in which our hearts and lives are changed from the inside
out. And it is a journey in which each one of us discovers that we belong to God, in the deepest ways
possible, and that nothing can ever change that.

Worship is a primary activity in which we experience all of this. God’s loving grace is poured out upon all
people, from the youngest among us to the oldest. It is for that reason that we are glad to welcome
children of all ages to worship:

e There are pillows available in the narthex to make the pews more comfortable.

e There are worship bags with activities for young children.

e Nursery care is available downstairs for our very youngest children.

e Hearing Assistance devices are available from the ushers or the audio/video station at the rear of
the sanctuary.

e Enlarged-print Glory to God hymnals are available from the ushers.

During the coming year, our hope is that each person who participates in the ministries of this congregation
will become more like Jesus, and that we as a community of faith become more like Jesus together. Along
this path, we will be transformed from the inside out, we will become agents of joy in our hurting world,
and we will discover that each one of us belongs to God, now and forever. Let’s embark on this journey
together
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THE LEWINSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
December 1, 2024

* Ifyou are able, please stand

GATHERING

PRELUDE Prepare the Way of the Lord GTG 95
PREPARE THE WAY

Prepare the way of the Lord.
Prepare the way of the Lord,
And all people will see the salvation of our God.

WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP

Watch! Wait! The day of God is at hand!

Like the bud on a tree, God’s possibilities are about to blossom!

Stay awake! The reign of God is very near.

We are here, watching and waiting with expectant hope.

May God bring justice to all people this very day. Let us worship God!

HYMN People, Look East! GTG 105
BESANCON

PRAYER TO CONFESSION

silence for personal confession

We confess, O God of Advent Hope, that our sense of anticipation has

been dulled. We have ceased to expect any wonders from your hand.

We do not see your marvels around us in the people and events that

we view as commonplace or mundane. We are not alert to your

presence or your action on our behalf. Wake us up, God, lest we

sleepwalk through our lives. Forgive and redeem us, that we may turn



from the ways of fear and greed. Send your light upon us, so that it
may shine through us into your broken world. In Jesus’ name, we
pray. Amen.

RESPONSE Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus GTG 82v.1
HYFRYDOL

Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art;
Dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Friends, hear and believe the good news that comes from God.
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!

RESPONSE Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus GTG 82v.2
HYFRYDOL

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king,

Born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.
By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts alone;

By thine all sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne.

THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

And also with you.
Greet those around you, saying “Peace be with you” or “The Peace of Christ.” If you prefer
not to shake hands in greeting while passing the Peace of Christ, you may choose to make
eye contact and greet others in another personal way.



THE WORD

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH John the Baptist

Reader: We light the first candle of Advent with John the Baptist.
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the
Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every
mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made
straight, and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see the
salvation of God.” (Luke 3:1-6)

People: John prepared the way for Jesus. He appeared in the
wilderness and announced a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins.

Reader: With John the Baptist, we confess the sin of our lives and look
to Jesus for forgiveness and renewal. This Advent, we pray together:

People: Gracious God, Savior of the world, forgive us for our sins, and
set us free. Baptize us with your mercy and presence. In Jesus’ name
we pray, Amen.

CHILDREN’S MEDITATION

Children are welcome to stay in the Sanctuary during the sermon. After the children's meditation, children
ages PK-elementary school also have the option of leaving for Sermon Stories. Pastor Jen or a member of
the Sermon Stories team will lead the children to Room 102B. Children attending Sermon Stories will return
to the Sanctuary later in the service.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE Isaiah 40:1-5 OT p. 667
Luke 3:1-6 NT p. 60

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

SERMON Prepare the Way - THE REV. JEN DUNFEE



* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (APOSTLES’ CREED)
| believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;

the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

THANKSGIVING

INVITATION TO OFFERING
[=] 77 ]

F ?....- " (Scan this QR code to donate, or go to www.lewinsville.org and
‘-' click the “Make a Gift” Button to give online.)
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OFFERTORY E'en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come Paul Manz

Peace be to you and grace from him
Who freed us from our sins
Who loved us all and shed his blood
That we might saved be
Sing Holy, Holy to our Lord
The Lord, Almighty God
Who was, and is, and is to come
Sing Holy, Holy Lord
Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell within


http://www.lewinsville.org/

Rejoice on earth, ye saints below
For Christ is coming, is coming soon
For Christ is coming soon
E'en so Lord Jesus, quickly come
And night shall be no more
They need no light nor lamp nor sun
For Christ will be their All!

* RESPONSE Comfort, Comfort Now My People GTG 87 v.3

Straight shall be what long was crooked, and the rougher places plain.
Let your hearts be true and humble, as befits God’s holy reign.

For the glory of the Lord now on earth is shed abroad,

And all flesh shall see the token that God’s word is never broken.

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

All who profess faith in Jesus Christ are invited to the table.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

...therefore we join with the faithful of every time and place, who
forever sing to the glory of your name:
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Prayer continues.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil: for thine is the
kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF BREAD AND THE POURING OF THE CUP
The gifts of God for the people of God.
Alleluia! Amen.



RESPONSE
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Communion will be served at the front of the sanctuary. Ushers will
indicate when each pew is to come forward to receive the bread and
cup. After receiving the bread and cup, you may return to your pew
using the side aisles. Those not desiring or unable to come forward may
so indicate to the ushers, and the bread and cup will be brought to the
pew so all may partake. Gluten-free bread is available. Wine is in the
outside ring; grape juice is on the inside. Please indicate your
preference.

Music DURING COMMUNION

For You, O Lord, My Soul in Stillness Waits GTG 89
MY SOUL IN STILLNESS WAITS

PRAYER AFTER THE SUPPER

Gracious God, we give you thanks for this feast of your goodness and
love. As you have nourished us in Jesus Christ, send us forth to feed
and serve others, sharing your peace with the whole community and
showing your faithful love in the world; through Jesus Christ, the
bread of life for all. Amen.



SENDING

FOLLOWING CHRIST INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN Canticle of the Turning GTG 100
STAR OF THE COUNTY DOWN

* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

* DISMISSAL
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland BWV 659

Johann Sebastian Bach

Lewinsville has a long history of enjoying our music ministry. Feel free to stay and enjoy the
Postlude, or you are welcome to exit the sanctuary during the postlude.

An Elder or Deacon will be standing beside the pastors on the way out of the sanctuary,
to take notes about any pastoral concerns.




ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE WEEK OF
DECEMBER 1, 2024

ACTIVE IN TODAY'S SERVICE:
Music MINISTRY Chancel Choir
LAY READER Cathy Saunders
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH The Grantz Family
DuTY ELDER Madison Kloster
DuTY DEACON Davi McDonald
AUDIO/VISUAL MINISTRY Daniel Howell, Carlos Claros

Westgate Gift Collection Begins Today

This Advent, mission and service invites you to share the
warmth and joy of the season with children in our
community!

Here’s how it works: In Saint Andrew's Hall, you'll find

| GUL ¢ 4 our Giving Tree, adorned with ornaments. Each
December 1-15 ornament has the Christmas wish of a child. Simply pick
. ~an ornament, purchase the gift listed, wrap it with care,

children! Simply grab an ornament and return it under the tree. Through this simple act, we
from the tree in Saint Andrew's / . ore .
Hall, purchase the item listed, and can offer joy and hope to families who may be facing

_help make this season meaningful

difficult times this season. By participating, you’re not
e only fulfilling a gift wish but also sharing a powerful
message of love and community. Imagine the joy in a child’s heart when they unwrap a gift
chosen just for them!
Join us in spreading the light of Christmas to all. Together, we can make this season one of

hope, generosity, and love for every child. Thank you for being a part of this cherished
tradition. Merry Christmas!

Mjl’iut‘
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The Mission and Service Ministry Group is again offering members and
74/ fumf{i/u& Gi/ﬂs

friends the opportunity to participate in the annual Alternative Gifts
/\ program. This is a great way to give a gift that honors the recipient and, at
5 ‘] the same time, supports one or more LPC mission projects. Look for
.7”‘%’"' N

additional information in the December Newsletter and at the Alternative
Gifts table near the church office each Sunday during Advent.



Christian Education Courses

Advent CE Course: Names for the Messiah led by Dan Thomas, Dec 1 — 22

Join Rev. Dan Thomas as each week we will explore and ponder the significance of one of
Jesus’ royal titles: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
How did Isaiah and his people understand them in their day? How did Jesus fulfill or not
fulfill them. And most important, how do we understand them today and what are their
implications for us as modern-day disciples of Jesus? Participants handouts will be provided
for each lesson, or if you prefer, you can purchase the book, Names For The Messiah by
Walter Brueggemann. (Room 102A)

Advent CE Course: The Heart That Grew Three Sizes, Dec 1 — 22

In December, children, youth and one of the Adult Ed Courses will explore Matt Rawle’s
book The Heart That Grew Three Sizes. Matt writes, “We don’t know why the Grinch hated
Christmas. We just know that he did. In this new Advent Study, Matt Rawle explores the
faith themes in How the Grinch Stole Christmas. How did Christmas save the Grinch? Could
it be that the very thing we think we hate is the one thing that changes our lives?” (Room
102B)

3 CHRISTMAS MUSICAL!
ALL CHILDREN WELCOME

Christmas o "3
W/ Bl The Children and Youth choirs

\ of Lewinsville will be singing

aehemsmﬂﬁsl!ggi:,:{?uc.zz;ihy.mns il 'Carriers of the Light’ by Anna

Page for the 11:00 AM
Christmas Eve service.
Rehearsals are from 4:30-5:30
PM on Sunday afternoons. Al
children and youth are
welcome to join! Please bring
a friend and be part of this
Al joyous celebration!

~a
-

Carol in the Community! 12/8 at 2:00 pm

Join the choir as we 'Carol in the Community!'

There will be cocoa, cookies, and 'some figgy pudding' afterwards.
Participants are invited to wear a Christmas-themed sweater or Santa hat.
Please RSVP to sing by Sunday, December 1.

Please contact John Nothaft to join.




Chancel Bells Ring at Library of Congress 12/12 at 5:30 pm

Lewinsville's Chancel Bell Choir will ring Christmas Carols in the Great Hall at the Library of
Congress on Thursday, December 12™ at 5:30 pm, as part of the Library's 'Live! At The
Library' special events. Come and enjoy the beautiful music!

Salon Series Jazz Piano Christmas Carols, 12/18 at 1:15 pm

On Wednesday, December 18" at 1:15 pm Lewinsville will host the U.S. Air Force's 'Airmen
of Note's' lead pianist, Chris Ziemba, for an afternoon of Christmas jazz piano favorites.
The 'Salon Series' celebrates Lewinsville's new music room Mason & Hamlin 1919 AA
Piano. The concert will take place in Lewinsville's Chapel. The program is supported

by Lewinsville's Music Fund.

Music Room Renovation

Lewinsville's Music Room will be undergoing renovations.

The Music Room will have new flooring, lighting, furniture, and an overall update to match
the 2022 church-wide renovation.

Many thanks to the Music Room Renovation Committee led by Judith Herseth, with vocal
and bell choir members Evan Ayars and LeelLee Hunter, Facilities member Pattie Gunter, and
Church Staff George Apostolakos, John Nothaft, and Evan Ayars for their time, efforts, and
faithful stewardship to shepherd Lewinsville's Music Ministry for years to come.

Children's Christmas Cantata Musical! Looking for more singers, actors, and participants!
The Children and Youth of Lewinsville will perform the Christmas Cantata Musical 'Carriers
of the Light' as part of the 11:00 am Family Christmas Eve service.

Christmas Eve Concert, Vivaldi's "Gloria" 12/24 at 6:00 pm

Lewinsville's Chancel Choir will be joined by Baroque Orchestra to perform Vivaldi's "Gloria"
as a Christmas Concert from 6:00-6:30 pm before the 7:00 pm Christmas Eve service.
Following the concert there will be Cocoa and Cookies.

Jazz Christmas Choir! 12/24 at 9:30 pm

Join the Young Adult and Lewinsville Alumni Choir for this unforgettable opportunity to sing
Jazz Christmas hits with a live jazz band! The choir will sing for the 9:30 Christmas Eve
service. The band will rehearse on Saturday, December 21%. Contact John Nothaft to join.




CHRISTMAS DECORATION FUND

For the 2024 Advent Season, we will be decorating the
Narthex, Sanctuary and outdoors, which decorations will
include a large floral display for Christmas Eve.

We are grateful for your contributions to our Christmas
Decoration Fund, which you can make this year by either filling out the form below
and returning it to the church office or electronically by visiting the signup

at https://www.lewinsville.org/christmas-decorations/.

All who have given in memory or celebration of loved ones will be listed in our
Christmas Eve bulletin. Any money remaining will be used for our Flower Fund
throughout the year. Please note that the Flower Committee will purchase only
enough flowers and greens to decorate the Sanctuary and Narthex, not for each
contributor.

We suggest a contribution of $75. Checks should be made payable to Lewinsville
Presbyterian Church and annotated “Christmas Decoration Fund.”

Forms and checks must be returned or submitted online no later than Sunday,
December 15.

NAME

PHONE

IN MEMORY OF

IN CELEBRATION OF

AMOUNT of GIFT: $



https://www.lewinsville.org/christmas-decorations/

MINISTERS The Entire Congregation of Lewinsville Church

PASTOR The Rev. Dr. Scott Ramsey
ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR CHRISTIAN FORMATION The Rev. Layne B. Brubaker
STATED SUPPLY PASTOR FOR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION The Rev. Jen Dunfee
STATED SUPPLY PASTOR FOR CARE MINISTRIES The Rev. Peter Manning
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES John Nothaft
CHILDREN’S MUSIC SPECIALIST Evan Ayars

Leadership at Lewinsville

Ruling Elders
Clerk of Session: Doug Smith Treasurer: Robert Gaugler
Karen Hager Spencer Deese Janet Gale
Grant Mann Betty Douglass Lee-Lee Hunter
Scott Schlegel Beverly Johnson Jerry Kohlenberger
John Walcott Madison Kloster Alan Kohler

Deacons/*Denotes Stephen Leader

David Jessee Judy Herseth Harriet Hopkins
Leslie Kohler (Secretary) Davi McDonald (co - moderator)* Rob Ransom
Virginia McCormick Tom Staeger (co- moderator) Corbin Rugh Rochedreux
Rachel Russell
Sue Thomas

Karen Siple*

MissioN CO-WORKERS
Brian and Helen Chapaitis, Wycliffe Bible Translators, Jericho, VT
Andrew and Ellen Collins, Interserve (USA), Chiang Mai, Thailand
Frank Dimmock, The Outreach Foundation (Africa specialist), Decatur, GA

CHURCH STAFF

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS Alex Johnson
PROPERTY MANAGER George Apostolakas
FINANCIAL MANAGER Jeanne Melone
CHURCH OFFICE COORDINATOR Braylon James
FACILITIES MANAGER Steven Kirkland
PASTORS EMERITUS The Reverend Gary G. Pinder

LEWINSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1724 Chain Bridge Road ~ McLean, Virginia 22101
703-356-7200 ~~ FAX — 703-356-7334
www.lewinsville.org



