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SUMMER SERMON SERIES

CHURCH ON FIRE:
THE BOOK OF ACTS AND OUR MISSION

“THE CHURCH EXISTS BY MISSION, JUST AS A FIRE EXISTS
BY BURNING.” — EMIL BRUNNER

GROWING AS A CHRIST-CENTERED COMMUNITY



Welcome to the SUMMER SERMON SERIES
Church on Fire: The Book of Acts and Our Mission

“The church exists by mission, just as a fire exists by burning.” — Emil Brunner

At the beginning of the book of Acts, the Holy Spirit descends upon the gathered
's church in “tongues of flame.” As a result, Jesus’ disciples are empowered and
authorized to go out into the world in mission.

During the summer of 2025, we will be exploring this theme in a variety of ways.
What does it mean for the church to be “on fire”? How is God’s Holy Spirit related to the mission
of our congregation? How can we be more open to God’s Spirit? Where might God’s Spirit take
us?

We will be taking a slow path through the book of Acts, exploring stories that may be both
familiar and unfamiliar, that describe the mission of the early church. Plan to join us for this
inspiring, exciting sermon series, as we receive God’s power and direction and guidance!

Worship is a primary activity in which we experience all of this. God’s loving grace is poured out
upon all people, from the youngest among us to the oldest. It is for that reason that we are glad
to welcome children of all ages to worship:

e There are pillows available in the narthex to make the pews more comfortable.

e There are worship bags with activities for young children.

e Nursery care is available downstairs for our very youngest children.

e Hearing assistance devices, including Teleloop, which works with most iPhones, are
available from the ushers or the audio video station at the rear of the sanctuary.

e Enlarged-print Glory to God hymnals are available from the ushers.

During the rest of our year, our hope is that each person who participates in the ministries of
this congregation will become more like Jesus, and that we as a community of faith become
more like Jesus together. Along this path, we will be transformed from the inside out, we will
become agents of joy in our hurting world, and we will discover that each one of us belongs to
God, now and forever.
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THE LEWINSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
August 24, 2025

* Ifyou are able, please stand

GATHERING

WELCOME

PRELUDE God Welcomes All GTG 399

THEMBA AMEN

God welcomes all, strangers and friends;
God’s love is strong, and it never ends.

*  CALLTO WORSHIP

God forgives us and draws us close,
Reconciling all things to God through Jesus Christ,

who has lavished upon us the fullness of the Holy Spirit.

With glad and grateful hearts we come now to praise the Lord!
Let us worship God!

* HYMN Gather Us In GTG 401

GATHER Us IN



CALL TO CONFESSION
Silence for personal confession

Have mercy on us, Lord Jesus. Our lives have been disrupted by evil in the
world and by our own sinful exploits and desires. We are anguished by the
fallout from the failures of our lives. We cannot take back things we have
said, nor can we undo things we have done. We are haunted by the past,
anxious about the present, and fearful of the future. We shrink from your
gaze and are too often dismissive of your presence. Forgive us, and let the
faith that you have planted in us reach out to you for mercy, through Jesus
Christ our Lord, Amen.

RESPONSE Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us Renew! 85
WILLAN KYRIE
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Friends, hear and believe the good news that comes from God.
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!

* RESPONSE Glory Be to The Father GTG 581

GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.



* THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Greet those around you, saying “Peace be with you” or “The Peace of
Christ.” If you prefer not to shake hands in greeting while passing the Peace of
Christ, you may choose to make eye contact and greet others in another
personal way.

THE WORD

CHILDREN’S MEDITATION

Children are welcome to stay in the Sanctuary during the sermon. After the
children’s meditation, children ages PK-elementary school also have the option
of leaving for Sermon Stories. Pastor Jen or a member of the Sermon Stories
team will lead the children to Room 102B. Children attending Sermon Stories
will return to the Sanctuary later in the service.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE Acts 28: 1-10 NT 149

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

MOMENT FOR REFLECTIONS ON KENYA MISSION TRIP



SERMON Dangerous Healing and Dangerous Service  Rev. Dr. Scott Ramsey

HYMN Seek Ye First GTG 175

LAFFERTY

*  AFFIRMATION OF FAITH PCUSA BOOK OF ORDER F-1.0404

OPENNESS TO THE GUIDANCE
OF THE HoLy SPIRIT

In Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all creation, the Church seeks a new openness
to God’s mission in the world. In Christ, the triune God tends the least
among us, suffers the curse of human sinfulness, raises up a new humanity,
and promises a new future for all creation. In Christ, Church members share
with all humanity the realities of creatureliness, sinfulness, brokenness, and
suffering, as well as the future toward which God is drawing them. The
mission of God pertains not only to the Church but also to people
everywhere and all creation.

THANKSGIVING

|NVITATION TO OFFERING

Flf _H..ii (Scan this QR code to donate or go to www.lewinsville.org and click
T h;a{ the “Make a Gift” Button to give online.)
Faroa J-


http://www.lewinsville.org/

OFFERTORY Sisi Sote

Sisi sote ni furaha. Kusherehekea!
Kuimba. Furaha. Ngoma.
Mafoki mikono yako! Hoja ya miguu yako!

(Translation from Swalhili)

All of us are joyful. Celebrate!
Sing. Joy. Dance.

Clap your hands! Move your feet!

RESPONSE Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ all people here below;

Praise Holy Spirit evermore;

Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

by Andy Beck

GTG 607

OLD HUNDREDTH

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.



SENDING

FOLLOWING CHRIST INTO THE WORLD

HYMN Together We Serve GTG 767

SAN ANSELMO

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

DISMISSAL
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
POSTLUDE Jubilate by Fela Sowande

Lewinsville has a long history of enjoying our music ministry. Feel free to stay and
enjoy the Postlude, or you are welcome to exit the sanctuary during the postlude.

An Elder or Deacon will be standing beside the pastors on the way out of the
sanctuary, to take notes about any pastoral concerns.

The flowers are given today to the Glory of God in memory of Nancy McGuire by
Doug, Jennifer and their families.



ACTIVE IN TODAY’S SERVICE

Music Ministry John Nothaft

Lay Reader Carol Kaffenberger

Duty Elder LeelLee Hunter

Duty Deacon Tom Staeger

Audio/Visual Ministry Scott Bartram/Carlos Claros

Aperture Media
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Everyone is invited to lunch in the Fellowship Hall, where you can learn more
about the Kenya Mission Trip to Moi’s Bridge. You will hear how the Holy
Spirit guided the team’s time in Kenya. You will learn how Lewinsville has
been a part of the United Matunda Academy and Children’s Home for years.
And lunch features some African treats.



ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 24, 2025

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
CHILDREN AND YOUTH

Children

Children are welcome to stay in the Sanctuary during the sermon. After the
children’s meditation, children ages PK-elementary school also have the
option of leaving for Sermon Stories. Pastor Jen or a member of the Sermon
Stories team will lead the children to Room 102B. Children attending Sermon
Stories will return to the Sanctuary later in the service.

Join the 4F September Event

Saturday, September 6, 2025, 2:30 p.m., Trailhead, 2371 Cedar Lane, Vienna
4F stands for Family, Faith, Fellowship and Fun. The Grantz family is hosting

this bike ride. Meet at the trailhead at 2371 Cedar Lane, Vienna and bike to

Rita’s Custard and Ice in Vienna. Families with children in PreK to sixth grade
and their siblings are invited. Families with smaller children and walkers are
invited to meet at Rita’s at 3 p.m. for the fun and fellowship. Contact Pastor
Jen (jdunfee@lewinsville.org) to sign up.

MusIC MINISTRY EVENTS

Save the Dates - Lewinsville Choirs

Begin Rehearsals in September

Mark your calendars to “make a joyful noise” as the Lewinsville choirs begin
rehearsals in September. No matter what your age or skill level, there’s a
place where you will be welcomed in one of the Lewinsville choirs. Below are
dates for two of the choirs. More dates for bells and additional choirs to
come.



For Adults: Beginning Thursday, Sept. 4, 2025
e Chancel Choir - a great place to begin. Sing for the Sunday services and
other events. All levels welcome. Rehearsals Thursdays 7:30 -9 p.m.

For Youth and Children: Beginning Sunday, September 7, 2025

o Joyful Noise (Ages 3-Pre-K) - Children explore their voices and learn
the basics of singing, music making and become familiar with Christian
music. Rehearsals Sundays 9:30 - 10 a.m.

e Lewinsville Choristers and Bells (grades 3-12) - Choristers learn
repertoire appropriate for use in worship services, while developing
lifelong leadership, music and sacred worship skills. Rehearsals
Sundays 4:30 - 6 p.m.

FELLOWSHIP

Second Saturday Set

Saturday, Sept. 20, 2025, 6 p.m., Bob Philipp's home, 9510 Spinet Court,
Vienna

Join us on Saturday, September 20, (yes, the third Saturday of the month) at
6 p.m. and test your knowledge on great old show tunes, from stage, screen
and television, played for us by Maestro John Thomas or by record. Your
challenge will be to identify all the different songs and tell us where they're
from. We'll meet at Bob Philipp's home, 9510 Spinet Court, Vienna. Pizza will
be the main entree, because that's what you ate when you heard this music.
Appetizers and desserts would be appreciated. Let me know, via my private
secretary, that you'll be there (gauglerr@aol.com) and what you'll bring. And
then start thinking Some Enchanted Evening, Dragnet, Oklahoma and Howdy
Doody. What a great a chest of memories we'll be opening!



MISSION AND SERVICE

LRR Gala Committee Seeks Your Donations of Raffle Tickets or Sponsorships
The Friends of the Lewinsville will host the Annual LRR Gala on
Saturday, November 1, 2025, to celebrate the senior residence’s
50th anniversary. You can help by purchasing a raffle ticket or
donating a prize for the raffle. Please contact Pattie Gunter or Sara
Becker before September 15 to donate.

A New Refugee Family!
Because all federal funding for refugee resettlement has been stopped, there
are hundreds of families in our area who have no income and little help. The
Lutheran Social Services staff has asked if Lewinsville could help with another
family that is in desperate need of assistance. We said
yes. We are also continuing to help the M family from
Afghanistan.

The P family is from Ukraine. There are 2 daughters (ages
13 and 8) and a son (15). Because the Temporary Protective
Status for Ukrainians was revoked by the administration in May, both parents
have lost their jobs, are no longer able to work legally, and have used all their
savings to pay for the past two months’ rent. They have lost all public
benefits, such as SNAP (food stamps), so they have no way to purchase food.

The Refugee Resettlement Team (RRT) has agreed to pay the P family’s rent
and utilities ($2200) for three months, and we are sending them a $2,000
check to pay for food and basic necessities, for a total of $4,200 per

month. We are also reaching out to other churches in the area, encouraging
them to join in supporting this and other refugee families. If you have friends
in other churches whom you might contact encouraging their church to
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provide assistance, contact Betty Douglass (ebdouglass22046@gmail.com) for
further information.

It is only because of the amazing generosity of this congregation and the
amazing donations many of you have made that we are able to provide this
assistance. THANK YOU!

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Save the Date for Kick-Off Sunday, September 7

Lewinsville’s program year kicks off on Sunday, September 7! We will be
launching ourselves into another year of growing in faith, worship of God,
mission in our world, fellowship with each other, and care for the wider
community. To celebrate the kickoff, we’ll have an ice cream truck (because
mission and ministry is SWEET!) and lots of joyful energy. Plan to join us as we
enter another program year!

Smile for the Camera! Time to Update the Lewinsville Directory

Sunday, September 7, 2025, after Worship, Rooms 102 A & B

It’s time to get your photo taken for the Lewinsville Directory and make sure
all your information is up to date. Right after the worship service on
September 7, head to classrooms 102 A & B, where a friendly volunteer will
greet you and another will take your photo. There will be stations where you
can get help to make sure your directory information is updated. In addition,
the Fellowship Ministry Group will be on hand to tell you more about its work
and offer you refreshments.

Caregiver Self-Care Workshop

Wednesday, August 27, 2025 11 a.m. -Noon

Arden Courts of Annandale, 7104 Braddock Road, Annandale, VA

You are invited to a special Self-Care Workshop to learn practical self-care
strategies, connect with others, and take some time to recharge. This one
hour workshop is designed to offer caregivers essential tools, space and
support to reduce burnout and begin the process of healing. The workshop
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is facilitated by Susan Theon, a licensed clinical social worker in private
practice in Virginia and DC. Space is limited. RSVP to 703-256-0882 or email
(acopeland@aarden-courts.com)

Brooksfield School Parking Reminder

This is a reminder that with the Brooksfield School staff beginning to get ready
for the start of school on August 18, the parking spaces near the rotunda will
be designated for the school use weekdays from 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. There will
also be multiple carpools with parents dropping off and picking up children
throughout each weekday.

If you are at the church on weekdays, please park either facing Chain Bridge
Road in the large lot or in the small parking lot off Great Falls Street. Thank
you for working with us throughout this transition. Please know that we are
working closely with Brooksfield and the Session to ensure this is a successful
venture for all of us and the families and children of Brooksfield.

Need Prayer for Someone - Including Yourself?

If you would like your Lewinsville family to pray for someone or for you, there
are several ways to submit a prayer request. Fill out one of the prayer request
cards in the back of the pew and drop it into the offering plate. Submit a
request online or call the church office and leave a message for Pastor Peter.
If you wish, the names will be added to our weekly prayer email.
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MINISTERS

PAsTOR

ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR CHRISTIAN FORMATION
STATED SuPPLY PASTOR FOR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
STATED SuPPLY PASTOR FOR CARE MINISTRIES

DIRECTOR OF MusIC MINISTRIES
CHILDREN’S MUSIC SPECIALIST

The Entire Congregation of Lewinsville Church
The Rev. Dr. Scott Ramsey

The Rev. Layne B. Brubaker

The Rev. Jen Dunfee

The Rev. Peter Manning

John Nothaft
Evan Ayars

Leadership at Lewinsville
Ruling Elders

CLERK OF SESSION: DOUG SMITH
Spencer Deese
Betty Douglass
Beverly Johnson
Madison Kloster

Janet Gale
LeeLee Hunter
Jerry Kohlenberger
Alan Kohler

Deacons/*Denotes Stephen Leader

TREASURER: ROBERT GAUGLER
Emily Foster

Debbie Leavens

Karl Sandberg

Roy Siple

Judy Herseth
Tom Staeger (Moderator)

Karen Siple*

MissioN CO-WORKERS

Harriet Hopkins
Rob Ransom (Co-Moderator)

Corbin Rugh Rochedreux

Carroll Bastian
Peterson Huang

Virginia McCormick

Andrew and Ellen Collins, Interserve (USA), Chiang Mai, Thailand

CHURCH STAFF

COMMUNICATIONS & LIVE STREAM MANAGER
OFricE COORDINATOR

PROPERTY MANAGER

FINANCIAL MANAGER

FACILITIES MANAGER

PASTOR EMERITUS

Amelia Townsend

Davi McDonald

George Apostolakas

Jeanne Melone

Steven Kirkland

The Reverend Gary G. Pinder
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Lewinsyille

Presbyterian Church

New to Lewinsville?

WELCOME TO LEWINSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH! We are delighted to welcome all
newcomers to our church family! At Lewinsville Presbyterian Church, we are claimed by
God in Jesus Christ, called to live as a community of faith, and sent to participate in the
unfolding of God’s kingdom on earth.

As you embark on this journey with us, we invite you to explore our mission and vision,
which guide our every endeavor. To learn more about who we are and what we do,
please visit our website at lewinsville.org.

LEWINSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1724 Chain Bridge Road —McLean, Virginia 22101
703-356-7200 —FAX — 703-356-7334
www.lewinsville.org
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