Tewinsville

Presbyterian Church

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
February 8, 2026

ABIDING. PRUNING. BEARING.



Welcome to worship at Lewinsville Presbyterian Church! We are so glad you
have joined us, and we hope that worship will strengthen, comfort, challenge, and inspire
you in your own journey of faith.

As individuals and a congregation, we want to bear fruit for the kingdom of God.

“Bearing fruit” is different from being successful, from impressing other people,
from making ourselves feel good, from having people like us, and other tempting goals
that we might be inclined to aim at.

“Bearing fruit” is about allowing God to grow something through us. Things like -
community, mercy, faithfulness, compassion, justice, hospitality, trust.

In John 15:2 Jesus teaches us, “Every branch that bears fruit my Father prunes so
that it will bear more fruit.”

“Bearing fruit” involves intentional and attentive cultivation. Gardeners are well
aware that one must prune a vine, in order for it to bear fruit well. There may be things
that have accumulated in our lives, as individuals and as a congregation, that are no
longer giving life, but to which we may have grown accustomed and comfortable. We
may need to prune those things together. This pruning is always for the sake of bearing
more fruit.

Worship is a central activity in which we participate in God’s mission of bearing
fruit for the world. God’s loving grace is poured out upon all people, from the youngest
among us to the older. We are delighted to welcome children of all ages to worship:

e There are pillows available in the narthex to make the pews more comfortable.

e There are worship bags with activities for young children.

e Nursery care is available downstairs for our very youngest children.

e Hearing Assistance devices are available from the ushers or the audio/video
station at the rear of the sanctuary.

« Enlarged-print Glory to God hymnals are available from the ushers.

During the coming year, we hope that your participation and involvement in the mission
and ministry of Lewinsville will help you to bear fruit in your life!

Lo
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THE LEWINSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

February 8, 2026

* _Ifyou are able, please stand

GATHERING

WELCOME
PRELUDE Mad Rush Phillip Glass

* CALL To WORSHIP

Let us praise God, who gives living water, which enables us to flourish.
Those who trust in you, O God, are like trees planted by the water.

Those who place their faith in you are like trees with deep roots.
Those who receive their life from you - rather than from the things of the world -
are like green trees, even in the winter. We praise you, God, for life that has no
end, through our Lord Jesus Christ.

* HYMN I Love Thy Kingdom GTG 310
ST. THOMAS
CALL TO CONFESSION
Silence for personal confession
Almighty God - Healing River, Source of Life - forgive our lack of trust in you.
Heal our brokenness and wash away our sin.

Free us from the fears that so easily bind us and release us from the self-absorbed
desires that enslave us.

Help us always to come to you, and to allow the rivers of your love to wash us clean
and make us whole; through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.
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RESPONSE Lord Have Mercy
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ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Friends, hear and believe the good news that comes from God.

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!

RESPONSE Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,
and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,
and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.
As it was in the beginning,

is now and ever shall be. Amen.

World without end, without end. Amen.
World without end, without end. Amen
World without end, without end. Amen.
As it was in the beginning,

is now and ever shall be. Amen.

GG 582
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* THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also, with you.

Greet those around you, saying “Peace be with you” or “The Peace of Christ.” If you
prefer not to shake hands in greeting while passing the Peace of Christ, you may
choose to make eye contact and greet others in another personal way.

THE WORD
CHILDREN’S MEDITATION

Children are welcome to stay in the Sanctuary during the sermon. After the children’s meditation,
children ages PK-elementary school also have the option of leaving for Sermon Stories. Pastor Jen
or a member of the Sermon Stories team will lead the children to Room 102B. Today is Extended

Sermon Stories. Children can be picked up in the library after the service

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE 1 Corinthians 2:1-4 NT pp. 166-7
Matthew 5:13-20 NTp.4

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

SERMON Salt of the Earth: Weakness and Trembling Rev. Dr. Scott Ramsey

* HYMN Take Us As We Are, O God GG 312

ENDLESS FEAST



*  AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from the United Church of Canada (1968)

We are called to be the Church, to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and
our hope. We are not alone, we live in God’s world.

We believe in God: who has created and is creating, who has come in Jesus, the
Word made flesh, to reconcile and make new, who works in us and others by the Spirit.

We trust in God. We are called to be the Church: to celebrate God’s presence, to live

with respect in Creation, to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, to
proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope. In life, in death, in life beyond
death, God is with us.

We are not alone. Thanks be to God.

THANKSGIVING

INVITATION TO OFFERING
* Please sign and pass The Red Hand of Greeting Pad

O A0
Fé' { (Scan this QR code to donate or go to www.lewinsville.org and click
'-"-'-'ra;m the “Make a Gift” Button to give online.)
’.-..l. e
OFFERTORY We Are... Ysaye Barnwell

For each child that’s born,
a morning star rises and
sings to the universe
who we are.

For each child that’s born,
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a morning star rises and
sings to the universe
who we are.

We are our grandmothers’ prayers
and we are our grandfathers’ dreamings,
we are the breath of our ancestors,
we are the spirit of God.

We are mothers of courage and fathers of time,
we are daughters of dust and the sons of great visions,
we’re sisters of mercy and brothers of love,
we are lovers of life and the builders of nations,
we’re seekers of truth and keepers of faith,
we are makers of peace and the wisdom of ages.

We are our grandmothers’ prayers
and we are our grandfathers’ dreamings,
we are the breath of our ancestors,
we are the spirit of God.

For each child that’s born,
a morning star rises and
sings to the universe
who we are.

Dr. Barnwell writes “for each child that’s born, a morning star rises...” This phrase is meant to
establish hope, and it defines the uniqueness of each one of us. No matter what our race,
culture or ethnicity, each one of us has been called into being and are the sum total of all who
came before. In the composer’s words, “Each and every one of us stands atop a lineage that
has had at its core, mothers and fathers and teachers and dreamers and shamans and healers
and builders and warriors and thinkers and, and, and...so in spite of our uniqueness, we come
from and share every experience that humankind has ever had. In this way, we are one.”
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*  RESPONSE Come, All You People (Sung Twice) GG 388
Uyal Mose
Come, all you people, come and praise your Maker,
Come, all you people, come and praise your Maker,
Come, all you people, come and praise your Maker,
Come now and worship the Lord.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.
Amen.

SENDING

FOLLOWING CHRIST INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness GTG 314

CHRIST BE OUR LIGHT

*  CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*  DISMISSAL

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!


https://hymnary.org/tune/lasst_uns_erfreuen

POSTLUDE Reverie Thomas H. Kerr

Lewinsville has a long history of enjoying our music ministry. Feel free to stay and enjoy
the Postlude, or you are welcome to exit the sanctuary during the postlude.

An Elder or Deacon will be standing beside the pastors on the way out of the sanctuary,
to take notes about any pastoral concerns.
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ACTIVE IN TODAY’S SERVICE

Music Ministry

Lay Reader

Duty Elder

Duty Deacon
Audio/Visual Ministry

Chancel Choir

Rachel Russell

Betty Douglass
Corbin Rochedreux

John Baxley/Carlos Claros
(Aperture Media

UPCOMING FUNERALS AND MEMORIAL SERVICES

Jane Waldrop March 7, 2026, 1 p.m.



Biographies of Composers
This February we celebrate the music of Black local composers of the DMV region.

Dr. Ysaye M. Barnwell (1946-) lives in Washington, DC where since 1979, she has performed
with the internationally acclaimed a cappella quintet, 'Sweet Honey in the Rock.' In her first
year with Sweet Honey, she provided leadership in making the group's concerts accessible to
the Deaf and hard-of-hearing through Sign Language interpretation. She holds the Bachelor
and Master of Science degrees in Speech Pathology (1967, 1968 SUNY, Geneseo), the Doctor
of Philosophy in cranio-Facial Studies (1975 Univ. of Pittsburgh) and the Master of Science in
Public Health (1981 Howard University, Washington, DC) and the (Honorary) Doctor of
Humane Letters (1998 SUNY, Geneseo). She has been a professor at the College of Dentistry at
Howard University, and in addition to conducting community based projects in computer
technology and in the arts, she has administered public health programs at Children’s Hospital
National Medical Center and at Gallaudet University in Washington, DC. For over 30 years, she
has conducted her 'Building a Vocal Community' workshops, and led 'Community Sings’, across
the United States and on three other continents. She encourages everyone to feel the
awesome power of their voices blended in song. "All that is required is a willingness to sing.”

Thomas H. Kerr Jr. (1915-1988) was a distinguished American composer, pianist, and organist
who served as a pillar of the Washington, D.C., musical community for decades. Born in
Baltimore, Kerr studied at Howard University and the Eastman School of Music. He dedicated
over 30 years to Howard University, serving as a Professor of Music and Chair of the Piano
Department from 1943 to 1976. Parallel to his academic career, he served for 35 years as the
organist and choir director at Plymouth Congregational United Church of Christ in D.C., where
he composed numerous choral and organ works for worship.

Kerr’s extensive catalog of over 100 compositions is celebrated for its sophisticated blend of
European classical structures with the rich traditions of African American spirituals, jazz, and
blues. He was the first African American pianist to give a recital at the National Gallery of Art.



A Note on This Morning’s Prelude

Composed in 1979, Philip Glass’s Mad Rush was originally written to honor the Dalai Lama’s
first public address in North America at New York City’s Cathedral of St. John the Divine.

The title Mad Rush captures the central tension of the human experience: the play between
our inner "mad rush" of thoughts and the profound stillness we seek through presence.
Structurally, the music oscillates between quiet, undulating rhythms and rapid, cascading
scales. For Glass—a practitioner of Tibetan Buddhism—these repetitions are not merely
musical patterns, but a form of "rhythm as meditation," inviting both the performer and the
listener to find a center of calm amidst a world in motion.

We perform this piece today to commemorate the "Walk for Peace," a 2,300-mile pilgrimage
currently making its way through Virginia toward Washington, D.C. This week, as nineteen
Buddhist monks and their rescue dog, Aloka, walk through our Commonwealth to promote
mindfulness and compassion, this music serves as a sonic reflection of their journey: a steady,
persistent step toward peace.



ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE W EEK OF
FEBRUARY 8, 2026

Souper Bowl of Caring - TODAY

Sunday, February 8, 2026

Please support the Souper Bowl of Caring today with either a monetary or non-perishable food
donation to support SHARE of McLean, During the Sunday service, bring the food offerings
forward in a spirit of gratitude and generosity. Lewinsville will be joining churches and
communities around the country for the Souper Bowl of Caring which is a grassroots
movement that turns the energy of Super Bowl weekend into an opportunity to care for our
neighbors in need. Learn more about SHARE at www.shareofmclean.org.

Mardi Gras themed Dinner Church

Tuesday, February 17, 2026, 6 p.m.

The February Dinner Church will move to the Tuesday before Lent Begins. This Tuesday,
known as Shrove Tuesday, comes for an Old English word “shrive” - to confess one’s

sins. Cultures around the world observe the beginning of Lent in a variety of ways, including
celebrations like Mardi Gras. Since the use of eggs and butter were prohibited for many in
Lent, pancake dinners were a way to use up these items before Lent began. The February
Dinner church will be a pancake supper, decorated for Mardi Gras, focusing on preparing for
Lent. Itis an age-inclusive experience, designed to bring everyone—from children to adults—
into meaningful worship.

Inquirers’ Class

Sunday, February 22, 2026, 3- 5 p.m. Room 102a

If you are interested in becoming a member of Lewinsville Presbyterian, or if you would like to
know more about our congregation and denomination, come to this one-time session on
February 22. Led by Pastor Scott, topics include “Being Presbyterian” “Reformed Faith” and
“the Mission and Ministry of Lewinsville Presbyterian Church.” At the end of this meeting, you
will have an opportunity, but not an obligation, to join the church. Questions: contact Pastors
Scott, Layne, or Jen.
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Lewinsville Lenten Season Newsletter Now Available

The latest issue of the Lewinsville Newsletter is out. You will find print copies on the Narthex or
in the church office on February 8, 2026. Digital copies are on the Lewinsville website or can be
emailed to you upon request. Read about the Lost Sheep Prayer Shawl Ministry and read the
first-person story of one of Lewinsville’s Deacons. Find out how you can take part in delivering
Lewinsville's services to audiences at home.

Final Call: Submit Your Photos for the Church Directory

Sunday, February 15, 2026

We would like you to be seen in the church directory. So if you have not
submitted a photo, please do so by Sunday, February 15, 2026.

There are a couple of easy ways to be sure that you and your family are included.
e Send the photos via email to Photos@lewinsville.org or davi@lewinsville.org
e Scan the QR code and upload your photos.
e If you need help, please call or email Davi McDonald. 703-462-3249,
Davi@lewinsville.org

Be sure your name is the same as the file name for the photo.

Church Office Closed

Monday, February 16, 2026

In observance of President’s Day, the church office will be closed on Monday, February 16,
2026. It will reopen on Tuesday, February 17, 2026.
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRY

All Ages Messy Church

Sunday, February 15, 2026, 9:30 a.m.

Messy Church is whole-family interactive worship and stations exploring a theme or Bible
story. Itis for kids ages 4 through 5th grade and their families; older youth volunteer as
station leaders. Messy Church begins in the Sanctuary with a short time of worship led by
Pastor Jen, John Nothaft and Evan Ayars. Stations take place in Fellowship Hall and include
singing, crafts, games, building and story telling. Messy Church concludes with breakfast at
10:30 am. February’s focus is “Miracles of Jesus.”

YOUTH

Register for Montreat Youth Conference

July 19-25, 2026

All youth who have completed 7th grade are welcome to register for
Montreat Youth Conference. It is a week of faith formation and fun in the
Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina. Reach out to Pastor Layne with
any questions. Register with this QR Code.

ADULT EDUCATION

A Weavers Look at the Bible, taught by Meggie Lineberger

Sundays February 15 and 22, 9:30 a.m. Room 102A in-person only

The Bible is full of references to spinning and weaving, which are trades that have disappeared
from our twenty-first century consciousness. What does it mean when Job claims that his days
are swifter than a weaver’s shuttle? Or when Jesus tells his followers to consider the lilies of
the field for they do not toil or spin? In this class, we will learn how to process fiber into cloth
by using a drop spindle and loom to better understand the world view of the original biblical
audience. Class led by Margaret (Meggie) Lineberger, Head Weaver at George Washington's
Mount Vernon.
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C.S. Lewis’ The Screw Tape Letters: A Discussion, led by Debbie Leavens

Sundays February 15 and 22, 9:30 a.m. Room 102B in-person only

What if faith could be explored through satire, imagination, and a devil’s-eye view? In this
module, we’ll read The Screwtape Letters by C.S. Lewis, using its sharp wit to examine
temptation, spiritual growth, and the quiet ways love and justice take shape in everyday
life. We'll appreciate Lewis’s insights while also questioning and contextualizing them for
today’s world. Come ready for lively discussion, honest reflection, and a deeper look at how
grace works amid complexity. Led by Debbie Leavens. Room 102B. In-person only.

Lenten Studies Speaker: Professor Rick Elgendy teaches Atonement Theory

March 1 at 9:30 a.m. and 6 pm, March 2 and March 3, 2026 at 7:30 pm

Dr. Elgendy, professor of public theology and ethics at Wesley Seminary, will present a 4-part
series on understanding how the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus relate to our
salvation (atonement theories.) He will help us understand how our faith is informed by our
understanding of why Jesus' suffering death matters.

Session 1 - Guilt and Grace: The Ambivalence of Shame and Sacrifice in Substitutionary
Theories of Atonement

Session 2 - The Way of Love: Reading Moral Exemplarity as God's Being in Act

Session 3 - Powers and Their Downfall: The Victory of the Weak Christ and the Structures
of the Cosmos

Session 4 - Partakers of the Divine Nature: Recapitulation, The New Creation, and the
Divine Life
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Music MINISTRY EVENTS

Transfiguration Sunday: Jazz Worship Service!

Sunday, February 15, 2026, 11 a.m.

Get ready to tap your feet and lift your spirit! Join us for a special New Orleans-inspired Jazz
Worship Service as we embrace the joyful, celebratory spirit ahead of Mardi Gras. Lewinsville's
Chancel Choir will be joined by a jazz quintet. The Choir will perform Will Todd's 'Mass in Blue.’

Join the Choir for Lent, Holy Week, and Easter Sunday

Are you looking for a meaningful way to participate in Lewinsville's worship this spring? This is
a wonderful opportunity to share your gifts in glorious music and enjoy great fellowship. No
long-term commitment is required—we focus solely on preparing the powerful music for this
sacred time of year, culminating in the joy of Easter morning.

Details:

e Commitment: Lent, Holy Week services, and Easter Sunday.
e Rehearsals: Thursdays from 7:30-9 p.m.

e All Voices Welcome
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MISSION AND SERVICE

Register for Summer Mission Project

June 28-July 4, 2026, Blue Ridge, NC

The Summer Mission Project planning team is excited to announce the 2026
Summer Mission Project (SMP) location and open registration for all who are
ready to serve, grow, and connect this summer! This year, SMP is heading to the
Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina from June 28 to July 4, 2026, for a
week of hands-on mission work, and spiritual growth.

Refugee Resettlement Team (RRT) Update—Thank You, Lewinsville!

We said that the RRT would be soliciting donations to furnish the apartment of the Ukrainian
family for the rest of January. We no longer need to continue this appeal, because on Week
One you signed up to donate everything that was on our wishlist. You have agreed to either
purchase or give the RRT money to buy the furniture and furnishings that the P Family
indicated that they could use. Over the next couple of weeks, when you are in the church
building, feel free to check out the Mission & Service Room on the ground floor, at the foot of
the ramp going into Fellowship Hall. See the growing accumulation of donations! Our heart-
felt thanks to this congregation for your wonderful, loving generosity!
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FELLOWSHIP

Faith and Fellowship: Bible Study and conversation for those in mid-life

Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. Rotunda

This casual, small group Bible Study for people in middle-ish age (late 40s to early 70s) meets
in the 2nd floor Rotunda to discuss a chapter of the Bible each week for about an hour. The
group then enjoys fellowship over a meal, milkshake or drink at a local restaurant from 7:30 -
8:30 p.m. If you are looking to grow friendship or faith, or share the challenges of mid-life, this
group is for you. New participants welcome!

Second Saturday Set's outing for February is to the Creative Cauldron in Falls Church for their
upcoming production of SNAPSHOTS on Sunday afternoon, Feb. 15, at 2:00. There are a
couple of tickets available at the group rate of $32.00 for anyone in the congregation who
would like to go. Contact Laury Bender (benderl1@verizon.net or 703-893-1260)

February Slice and Share: Pizza lunch after worship

Sunday, February 22, 2026, after the Worship Service, Room 102A

Enjoy pizza, Valentine's decorations, and meet new friends as you join the Fellowship Ministry
Group for conversation and a pizza lunch. Deepen your relationships at Lewinsville with an
immediately-after-church meal and conversation. At 12:30, anyone interested in learning
about home communion ministry can bring their pizza next door to the Chapel for a special
conversation led by Pastors Scott and Dan.

No February Five Gals

After completing a discussion of Five Gals (actually six, since last session included the sisters
Mary and Martha) the monthly Bible Study discussion will take a break in February. The
dinners will resume for three sessions: March 16, April 20 and May 18 with a topic to be
determined. Suggestions welcome.
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MINISTERS The Entire Congregation of Lewinsville Church

PASTOR

ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR CHRISTIAN FORMATION
STATED SuPPLY PASTOR FOR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
DIRECTOR OF MusIC MINISTRIES

CHILDREN’S MUSIC SPECIALIST

Leadership at Lewinsville

Ruling Elders
CLERK OF SESSION: DOUG SMITH
Spencer Deese Janet Gale
Betty Douglass LeelLee Hunter
Beverly Johnson Jerry Kohlenberger
Madison Kloster Alan Kohler

Deacons

Judy Herseth Harriet Hopkins
Tom Staeger (Moderator) Corbin Rugh Rochedreux

Virginia McCormick

MissioN CO-WORKERS
Andrew and Ellen Collins, Interserve (USA), Chiang Mai, Thailand

CHURCH STAFF

COMMUNICATIONS & LIVE STREAM MANAGER
OFFICE COORDINATOR

FINANCIAL MANAGER

DIRECTOR OF ACCOUNTING AND ADMINISTRATION
FACILITIES MANAGER

EVENING MAINTENANCE

PASTOR EMERITUS
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The Rev. Dr. Scott Ramsey
The Rev. Layne B. Brubaker
The Rev. Jen Dunfee

John Nothaft

Evan Ayars

TREASURER: ROBERT GAUGLER
Emily Foster

Debbie Leavens

Karl Sandberg

Roy Siple

Carroll Bastian
Peterson Huang

AMELIA Townsend

Davi McDonald

Jeanne Melone

Marina Madhavan

Steven Kirkland

Cecil Allen

The Reverend Gary G. Pinder



Lewinsyille

Presbyterian Church

New to Lewinsville?

WELCOME TO LEWINSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH! We are delighted to welcome all newcomers to our
church family! At Lewinsville Presbyterian Church, we are claimed by God in Jesus Christ, called to
live as a community of faith, and sent to participate in the unfolding of God’s kingdom on earth.

As you embark on this journey with us, we invite you to explore our mission and vision, which
guides our every endeavor. To learn more about who we are and what we do, please visit our
website at lewinsville.org.

LEWINSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1724 Chain Bridge Road —McLean, Virginia 22101
703-356-7200
www.lewinsville.org
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