
 

      ABIDING. PRUNING. BEARING. 

 



Welcome to worship at Lewinsville Presbyterian Church!  We are so glad you 

have joined us, and we hope that worship will strengthen, comfort, challenge, and 

inspire you in your own journey of faith. 

As individuals and a congregation, we want to bear fruit for the kingdom of God. 

“Bearing fruit” is different from being successful, from impressing other people, 

from making ourselves feel good, from having people like us, and other tempting goals 

that we might be inclined to aim at. 

“Bearing fruit” is about allowing God to grow something through us. Things like - 

community, mercy, faithfulness, compassion, justice, hospitality, trust.  

In John 15:2 Jesus teaches us, “Every branch that bears fruit my Father prunes so 

that it will bear more fruit.” 

 “Bearing fruit” involves intentional and attentive cultivation. Gardeners are well 

aware that one must prune a vine, in order for it to bear fruit well. There may be things 

that have accumulated in our lives, as individuals and as a congregation, that are no 

longer giving life, but to which we may have grown accustomed and comfortable. We 

may need to prune those things together. This pruning is always for the sake of bearing 

more fruit. 

 Worship is a central activity in which we participate in God’s mission of bearing 

fruit for the world. God’s loving grace is poured out upon all people, from the youngest 

among us to the older. We are delighted to welcome children of all ages to worship: 

• There are pillows available in the narthex to make the pews more comfortable. 

• There are worship bags with acMviMes for young children.  

• Nursery care is available downstairs for our very youngest children. 

• Hearing Assistance devices are available from the ushers or the audio/video 

staMon at the rear of the sanctuary. 

• Enlarged-print Glory to God hymnals are available from the ushers. 
 

During the coming year, we hope that your participation and involvement in the mission 

and ministry of Lewinsville will help you to bear fruit in your life! 

 

 
New to Lewinsville?                

Programs of the Presbyterian Church (USA)     
Scan this code
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TH E  LE W I N S V I L L E  PR E S B Y T E R I A N  CH U R C H  

SE R V I C E  F O R  T H E  LO R D ’S  DA Y  

FO U R T H  SU N D A Y  O F  EA S T E R  

April 26, 2026 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

*     If you are able, please stand______________________________________________________ 

 

G AT H E R I N G  

 

 

      WELCOME  

 

      PRELUDE                                                    He is Exalted                                Arr. Michael Ryan
  

  

*   CALL TO WORSHIP            

 

      Praise the LORD! 

Praise God in the sanctuary; 

praise God in the mighty firmament! 

 

      Praise God for the mighty deeds; 

      praise God according to God’s surpassing greatness! 

Praise God with trumpet sound; 

praise God with lute and harp! 

 

      Praise God with tambourine and dance; 

      praise God with strings and pipe! 
 Praise God with clanging cymbals; praise God with loud clashing cymbals! 

 Let everything that breathes praise the LORD! 

 Praise the LORD! 
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*   HYMN                                         Jesus Christ is Risen Today                                    GTG 232 

                                     EASTER HYMN 
                                                  

CALL TO CONFESSION  

Silence for personal confession   

 

We come before you, O God, in the light of Easter,  

seeking to be people of the resurrection.   

You know that we do not always trust you; we do not always follow you;  

we do not always listen for you.   

Forgive us for our sins, and renew our faith in you.   

Be known in our midst; assure us of your presence, your love, and your renewing power.   

Through your Word and Spirit, reveal your purpose in our lives.   

We pray in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

 

     RESPONSE                                      The Day of Resurrection!                                 GTG 233 v.1  
                                                                                                                                                  LANCASHIRE 
 

     The day of resurrection! Earth, tell it out abroad, 

      the Passover of gladness, the Passover of God. 

      From death to life eternal, from sin’s dominion free, 

      our Christ has brought us over with hymns of victory. 

 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS   
 

Friends, hear and believe the good news that comes from God. 

 In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!  
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*   RESPONSE                                The Day of Resurrection!                                   GTG 233 v.2 

                                                                                                                                                                                                      LANCASHIRE 
 

     Let hearts be purged of evil that we may see aright 

     the Lord in rays eternal of resurrection light, 

     and listening to his accents, may hear, so calm and plain, 

     his own “All hail!” and hearing, may raise the victor strain. 

 

 *   THE PEACE  

 

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  

And also, with you.  

  

Greet those around you, saying “Peace be with you” or “The Peace of Christ.” If you 

prefer not to shake hands in greeting while passing the Peace of Christ, you may 

choose to make eye contact and greet others in another personal way. 

 

T H E   W O R D  

  

    CHILDREN’S MEDITATION 
    Children are welcome to stay in the Sanctuary during the sermon. APer the children’s     

    meditaQon, children ages PK-elementary school also have the opQon of leaving for Sermon  

    Stories. Pastor Jen or a member of the Sermon Stories team will lead the children to Room   

    102B.   

 

     PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

  

     SCRIPTURE                                                Psalm 31:1-5                                                     OT p. 505 

                                                                John 14:1-14                                             NT p. 108,109 

 

 The Word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God!   
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 SERMON                                             Into Your Hands                    Rev. Dr. Scott Ramsey 

 

 

        ANTHEM                                                 Show Us the Dream                                      Buryl Red 

 
 

 *    AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                     Adapted from the Belhar Confession 

                                                             
         We believe in the triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects 

         and cares for the church through Word and Spirit. This, God has done since the  

         beginning of the world and will do to the end. 
 

        We believe that Christ’s work of reconciliation is made manifest in the Church, as 

        the community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one another. 

 

        That unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the Church of Jesus Christ. 
 

        We believe that this unity of the people of God must be manifested and be active in 

        a variety of ways: in that we love one another, and that we experience, practice and  

        pursue community with one another. 

 

       We believe that the variety of spiritual gifts, opportunities, backgrounds, convictions, 

       as well as the various languages and cultures, are by virtue of the reconciliation in Christ,    

       opportunities for mutual service and enrichment within the one visible people of God. 
 

       Jesus is Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

THANKSGIVING 
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     INVITATION TO OFFERING  

       * Please sign and pass The Red Hand of Greeting Pad 

 
 

(Scan this QR code to donate or go to www.lewinsville.org and click    

the “Make a GiG“ BuJon to give online.) 

 
   

     OFFERTORY                                  Peace Prayer of St. Francis      Peter Latona 
 

Make of me an instrument of thy peace. 

Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace. 

Where there is hatred, let me sow thy love; 

Where there is injury, thy pardon, Lord; 

And where there's doubt, true faith in thee. 
 

Where there is discord, let me bring accord; 

Where there is falsehood, only thy truth; 

Where there is despair, only thy hope; 

Where there is darkness, light; 

Where there is sadness, everlasting joy. 
 

O Master, Grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled,  

as to console those in need; 

To be understood, as to understand, 

To be loved, as to love one another. 

 

For it is in giving that we receive; 

In surrendering that we behold; 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 

And it is in dying that we are born to life eternal. 
 

Make of me an instrument of thy peace. 

Amen 

 

    *  RESPONSE                          The Day of Resurrection!                           GTG 233 v.3 

http://www.lewinsville.org/
http://www.lewinsville.org/
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                                                                                                                                                                                                                LANCASHIRE 

     Now let the heavens be joyful; let earth its song begin; 

     the round world keep high triumph and all that is therein. 

     Let all things seen and unseen their notes of gladness blend, 

     for Christ the Lord has risen, our joy that has no end. 

 

 

     PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER          

     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

     Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

     Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 

     as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

     For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  

     Amen. 

 

SENDING 

 

   FOLLOWING CHRIST INTO THE WORLD  

 

* HYMN                                 He is Exalted (sung twice)                               Renew! 238  

 

   He is exalted, the King is exalted on high: 

   I will praise him. He is exalted, forever exalted, 

   and I will praise his name! 

   He is the Lord, forever his truth shall reign; 

   heaven and earth rejoice in his holy name, 

   He is exalted, the King is exalted on high. 
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 *   CHARGE AND BENEDICTION  

   

 *   DISMISSAL   
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

Thanks be to God!  

 

 

       POSTLUDE                                            Let the People Praise     Buryl Red 

 

                      

Lewinsville has a long history of enjoying our music ministry. Feel free to stay and enjoy 

the Postlude, or you are welcome to exit the sanctuary during the postlude.  

  

An Elder or Deacon will be standing beside the pastors on the way out of the 

sanctuary, to take notes about any pastoral concerns.  

 

************************************* 

 

The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the glory of God and in memory of 

Wayne Ondiak by his loving family. 

 

 

ACTIVE IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
          

Music Ministry                                                                                                                        Lewinsville Bells, Lewinsville Choristers,  

                                                                                                               Chancel Choir            

Lay Reader            Linton Brooks 

        Duty Elder            Alan Kohler   

        Duty Deacon                             Leslie Kohler  

        Audio/Visual Ministry                            Tom Kraft/Carlos Claros 

                                                                                                                                                   (Aperture Media) 

        

   

                             A N N O U N C E M E N T S   F O R   T H E   W E E K   O F  
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          APRIL 26, 2026   

 

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

CALLED CONGREGATIONAL MEETING – Today, Sunday, April 26, 2026, Following Worship 

The Session is calling a Congregational Meeting for Sunday, April 26, following worship for the 

purpose of acting on the recommendation of the Nominating Committee that Jim Edmonson 

be elected to the Session in the class of 2029. (Elder-elect Larry Stern had to withdraw his 

name from the process.)  Please plan to join us for this important meeting.   

 

Do You Know Someone Who is Graduating This Year? Let Us Know 

We are gathering the names of graduates in our church family to celebrate their 

accomplishments! If someone in your family is graduating this year, please send their name to 

the church office by today. All graduates will be honored in the bulletin on May 3, and our high 

school seniors will be recognized during worship. 

 

Youth Sunday  

May 3, 2026  
On Youth Sunday, the next generation takes the lead. We invite you to join us as we celebrate 

our graduating seniors and witness our youth guide us through every part of worship. 

 

Inquirers’ Class 

Sunday, May 31, 2026, 3- 5 p.m. Room 102A 

If you are interested in becoming a member of Lewinsville Presbyterian, or if you would like to 

know more about our congregation and denomination, come to this one-time session on May 

31.  Led by Pastor Scott, topics include “Being Presbyterian” “Reformed Faith” and “the 

Mission and Ministry of Lewinsville Presbyterian Church.”  At the end of this meeting, you will 

have an opportunity, but not an obligation, to join the church.  Questions: contact Pastors 

Scott, Layne or Jen. 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

  CHILDREN AND YOUTH  

 

First Sunday Service - Pre-K - Fifth Grades 

Sunday, May 3, 2026, 9:30 a.m. 

This service provides kids of all ages opportunities to participate in a service project with their 

families, while learning about Lewinsville’s mission and community partners. Kids and parents 

will make sandwiches for the mobile food truck of Martha’s Table, called McKenna’s 

Wagon.  McKenna’s Wagon serves more than 600 meals every day. 

 

 

Children Sunday School on 2nd and 4th Sundays 

Sunday, May 10 and 24, 2026, 9:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m.  

Sunday School is for kids ages 4-5th grade and parents/caregivers.   All kids can be picked up in 

the Godly Playroom where they go for a snack at 10:30.    

Older Youth parents and caregivers may join the Parent discussions as well.         

                      

• Ages 4-1st Grade  9:30 Joyful Noise Music    10 a.m.  Godly Play        

• 2nd - 5th Grade    9:30 Sunday School with hands-on Bible stories, now upstairs in the 

Art Room   

• Parent Break-out  9:30 Parent faith discussion across from Godly Play classroom 

 

 

YOUTH 

 

Youth Fellowship  

Most Sundays, 6 p.m.-8 p.m. 
All youth Grades 6-12 are welcome to join youth fellowship. At youth fellowship we gather, 

share a meal, have fun, and grow in our faith together! All Youth are welcomed and 

encouraged to bring friends! Reach out to Pastor Layne for more information. 

lbrubaker@lewinsville.org  

 

 

mailto:lbrubaker@lewinsville.org
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Register for Montreat Youth Conference                                          

July 19-25, 2026 

All youth who have completed 7th grade are welcome to register for 

Montreat Youth Conference. It is a week of faith formation and fun in the Blue 

Ridge Mountains of North Carolina. Reach out to Pastor Layne with any 

questions. Register with this QR code.  

 

          ADULT EDUCATION 

 

What Do We Believe? A Journey Through Presbyterian Confessions by Rev. Dr. Quinn Fox   

May 3-17, 2026, 9:30 a.m. 

The Presbyterian Church USA describes itself with 3Cs: Constitutional: we follow a Book of 

Order; Connectional: we are part of larger groups of church in Presbytery, Synods and the 

General Assembly; and Confessional: we are guided by our Book of Confessions.  Some of 

these Confessions we are very familiar with, such as the Apostles' Creed.  Some may be new to 

us.  The Rev. Dr. Quinn Fox will present a 3-week "Introduction to the Confessions" course in 

May.  Dr. Fox is an Associate Pastor for Discipleship, National Presbyterian Church; Associate 

Director, The Center for Catholic and Evangelical Theology; Presbyterian Chaplain, American 

University; former Adjunct Faculty, Fuller Theological Seminary; Visiting Professor, The 

Evangelical Theological Seminary in Cairo, Egypt; and earned an M.Div., M.A. (Theology),  

Fuller Theological Seminary; Th.M., Princeton Theological Seminary; Ph.D. (Religion:  

History of Christian Thought), Graduate Department of Religion, Vanderbilt University.    

 

Roots & Resonance: The Spirituals as Sacred Art by Dr. LeeLee Hunter  

May 3-17, 2026, 9:30 a.m. 

What does it mean to sing freedom when you are not free? This three-week course invites 

participants to explore the Negro spirituals — one of America's most profound and enduring 

sacred traditions — through the lenses of musicology and theology.   

 

LeeLee Hunter, who holds a doctorate in musicology, will use her musical training to show the 

compositional sophistication of the spirituals: their modal harmonies, rhythmic complexity, 

and themes of lament and defiance.   We will listen deeply, and we will listen differently.  
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The spirituals are living testimony that spoke "truth to power" long before that phrase existed. 

Alongside musical analysis, we will wrestle with the spirituals' layers of meaning: their coded 

language, their vision of a God who sides with the oppressed, and their ongoing witness to the 

church today.  

 

MUSIC MINISTRY 

Goal! The Lewinsville Follies Return: World Cup 2026 

Sunday, May 3, 2026, 4 p.m. 

Get ready to take the field! The annual Lewinsville Follies are back, and this year we’re 

celebrating the 2026 World Cup. Whether your talent is a "striker" or you’re a master of the 

"midfield," we want to see you shine! We are looking for soloists and groups to share their 

gifts: vocalists, instrumentalists, comedians, dancers, and variety acts are all welcome! Sign 

up today! Contact the Music Office to secure your spot in the lineup. Cookie and Lennie will be 

serving as this year's referees. 
 

MISSION AND SERVICE 

 

Summer Mission Project Envelope Fundraiser 

Now Through Youth Sunday, May 3, 2026 

Support our mission trip to the Blue Ridge Mountains of North Carolina. Stop by St. Andrew’s 

Hall and pick an envelope. Each one has a number on it, and all you need to do is return it with 

the dollar amount that matches your number. Every dollar raised will go directly to support 

our mission in North Carolina. It’s a simple and fun way to give, so grab an envelope this 

Sunday and be part of something meaningful. 

 

Ukrainian Family News           

The shutdown of the Department of Homeland Security this spring has brought to a halt the 

processing of visa applications, renewals, green cards, and work permits for all 

immigrants.   Sergii has been rehired by a delivery service, and he is working full-time on a 

temporary work permit that accompanied the approval of his re-parole.  If he does not receive 

his work permit by May 1, he will again lose his job.  Olga has not been able to be rehired by 

Wegman’s bakery yet.  All this means that the RRT has committed to continue financially 

supporting the P Family for the foreseeable future. 
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In the meantime, RRT members are helping Olga get enrolled in an IT training course.  Being 

able to secure a job in the IT field will enable her to bring in more income to support the 

family.  We are also trying to determine which visa will provide the family more security and 

enable them to work toward U.S. citizenship. A reminder: We are paying $2300/month for 

their rent and utilities and $2500/month for food and living expenses.  We still need your 

contributions to the RRT fund to support this lovely Ukrainian family!   

 

Thus far in 2026, five additional members of the Lewinsville congregation have joined the RRT-

-bringing new energy and expertise to our work.  We are so grateful for the commitment that 

this church is providing to this ministry.    

           

FELLOWSHIP 

 

May Slice and Share: Pizza Lunch After Worship 

Sunday, May 17, 2026, Room 102A 

Enjoy pizza and meet new friends as you join the Fellowship Ministry Group for conversation 

and a pizza lunch.  Deepen your relationships at Lewinsville with an immediately-after-church 

meal and conversation.  Ten minutes is all it takes to get to know someone new, and then no 

need to figure out lunch!  

 

Save the Date: Church Picnic at Lewinsville Retirement Residences 

Sunday, June 1, 2026, after church   

Celebrate the ongoing partnership between Lewinsville Presbyterian and LRR at the annual 

picnic.  Hosted in the LRR Dining Hall by the Fellowship Ministry Group, this luncheon helps the 

church get to know our LRR neighbors while enjoying food and conversation.  It also provides 

the residents with a weekend meal, as LRR does not have weekend meal support.  Volunteers 

are needed to help set-up and serve: the point of contact for this event is Liz Bowen, 

lizbowen1@verizon.net. 
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MINISTERS                                                                                 The Entire Congregation of Lewinsville Church 
PASTOR    The Rev. Dr. Scott Ramsey 

ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR CHRISTIAN FORMATION  The Rev. Layne B. Brubaker 

STATED SUPPLY PASTOR FOR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION   The Rev. Jen Dunfee   

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES  John Nothaft 

CHILDREN’S MUSIC SPECIALIST  Evan Ayars 

 
 

                                                                                 LEADERSHIP AT LEWINSVILLE 

                                                                                     RULING ELDERS 

 

CLERK OF SESSION: DOUG SMITH                                                                                                        TREASURER: ROBERT GAUGLER 

Spencer Deese                                                             Janet Gale                                         Emily Foster 

Betty Douglass                                                             LeeLee Hunter                                   Debbie Leavens 

Beverly Johnson                                                          Jerry Kohlenberger                                          Karl Sandberg 

Madison Kloster                                                           Alan Kohler                                               Roy Siple 

  

 
 
 

                                                                                            DEACONS 

  

Judy Herseth                     Harriet Hopkins Carroll Bastian 

Tom Staeger (Moderator)                     Corbin Rugh Rochedreux Peterson Huang 

  Virginia McCormick 

   

   

MISSION CO-WORKERS 

 Andrew and Ellen Collins, Interserve (USA), Chiang Mai, Thailand 
 

 

 

CHURCH STAFF 

COMMUNICATIONS & LIVE STREAM MANAGER Amelia Townsend 

OFFICE COORDINATOR   Davi McDonald      

DIRECTOR OF ACCOUNTING AND ADMINISTRATION  Marina Madhavan 

FACILITIES MANAGER  Steven Kirkland 

EVENING MANAGER         Cecil Allen 

PASTOR EMERITUS   The Reverend Gary G. Pinder 
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New to Lewinsville?   

 

  
WELCOME TO LEWINSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH! We are delighted to welcome all 

newcomers to our church family! At Lewinsville Presbyterian Church, we are claimed by God in 

Jesus Christ, called to live as a community of faith, and sent to participate in the unfolding of 

God’s kingdom on earth.  

  

As you embark on this journey with us, we invite you to explore our mission and vision, which 

guide our every endeavor. To learn more about who we are and what we do, please visit our 

website at lewinsville.org.  

  

 

  

 

  
LEWINSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

1724 Chain Bridge Road —McLean, Virginia 22101  
703-356-7200 www.lewinsville.org  

http://www.lewinsville.org/
http://www.lewinsville.org/

