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Welcome to worship at Lewinsville Presbyterian Church!  We are so glad you have 

joined us, and we hope that worship will strengthen, comfort, challenge, and inspire 

you in your own journey of faith. 

As individuals and a congregation, we want to bear fruit for the kingdom of God. 

“Bearing fruit” is different from being successful, from impressing other 
people, from making ourselves feel good, from having people like us, and other 

tempting goals that we might be inclined to aim at. 

“Bearing fruit” is about allowing God to grow something through us.  Things 

like - community, mercy, faithfulness, compassion, justice, hospitality, trust.  

In John 15:2 Jesus teaches us, “Every branch that bears fruit my Father prunes 
so that it will bear more fruit.” 

 “Bearing fruit” involves intentional and attentive cultivation.  Gardeners are 

well aware that one must prune a vine, in order for it to bear fruit well.  There may be 

things that have accumulated in our lives, as individuals and as a congregation, that 

are no longer giving life, but to which we may have grown accustomed and 

comfortable.  We may need to prune those things together.  This pruning is always 

for the sake of bearing more fruit. 

 Worship is a central activity in which we participate in God’s mission of 
bearing fruit for the world.  God’s loving grace is poured out upon all people, from 
the youngest among us to the older.  We are delighted to welcome children of all 

ages to worship: 

• There are pillows available in the narthex to make the pews more 
comfortable. 

• There are worship bags with acƟviƟes for young children.  
• Nursery care is available downstairs for our very youngest children. 
• Hearing Assistance devices are available from the ushers or from the 

audio/video staƟon at the rear of the sanctuary. 
• Enlarged-print Glory to God hymnals are available from the ushers. 

 

During the coming year, we hope that your participation and involvement in the 

mission and ministry of Lewinsville will help you to bear fruit in your life! 

 

 

  

 

 
New to Lewinsville? Programs of the Presbyterian Church USA 
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T H E  LE W I N S V I L L E  PR E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  

S E R V I C E  F O R  T H E  L O R D ’ S  D A Y  

May 10, 2026 

 

 

* If you are able, please stand   

 

G A T H E R I N G  
 

WELCOME   

 

PRELUDE Wondrous Love Arr. Richard Walters 

  

* CALL TO WORSHIP   

There are many gifts, talents, and abilities given by God. 

   But there is only one Spirit. 

There are a variety of things we can do to serve the Lord. 

   But it is the same Lord we all serve. 

There are many activities we can do to serve God: 

teach, sing, clean, preach, play, work... 

   But all these are activated by God. 

There are many manifestations of God's Spirit in the world. 

   It is impossible to list them all. 

None of them are better than the others; all are necessary for the healthy functioning 

of the body. 

   God gives to each person as God chooses. 

   Thanks be to God! 

 

* HYMN  God of the Sparrow GG 22 
    ROEDER 
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CALL TO CONFESSION 
silence for personal confession 

Gracious God, Creator and Giver of all that is good, forgive us when we are too 

preoccupied to notice your presence in our lives: when we walk through this 

world and fail to see the wonders of your generosity, blessing our lives and all of 

creation; when we go through our lives and fail to notice the signs of your love 

abiding with us; when we move through holy moments and fail to enjoy your 

presence, instead feeling distracted and burdened by the demands of the world.   

Loving God, open our eyes to your presence, so that we may lean on you daily — 

as you uphold all of creation in tenderness and in power. Through Christ our Lord, 

we pray, Amen. 

 

RESPONSE                                          Lord, Have Mercy                                                GTG 551 

                                                                                                                                               LAND OF REST 

Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

Friends, hear and believe the good news that comes from God. 

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

 
 

*  RESPONSE Glory Be to the Father GG 581 

   GLORIA PATRI (GREATOREX) 

 

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

 world without end.  Amen, amen. 
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* THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

And also with you. 

  Greet those around you, saying “Peace be with you” or “The Peace of Christ” 

If you prefer not to shake hands in greeting while passing the Peace of Christ, 

you may choose to make eye contact and greet others in another personal way. 

 

ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 
 

 PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES BY THE CLERK OF SESSION 

 Deacons – Bill Black, Priscila Funes, Fatmata Kamara, Lena Paul, Yuko Takakusaki 

Elders – Jim Edmondson, Irene Foster, Augusta Niday 
 

 

CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS TO THE CANDIDATES 
 

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  Apostles’ Creed 

Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty? 

   I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

     Maker of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried; 

he descended into hell;   

the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand of  

 of God the Father Almighty; 

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 
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the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
  

 QUESTIONS TO THE MEMBERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

 PRAYER OF ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION 

 

T H E  W O R D  
 

CHILDREN’S MEDITATION    

Children are welcome to stay in the Sanctuary during the sermon.  After the 

children’s meditation, children ages PK-elementary school also have the option of 

leaving for Sermon Stories. Pastor Jen or a member of the Sermon Stories team will 

lead the children to Room 102B. Today is Extended Sermon Stories. Children can be 

picked up in the library after the service.  

 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

 

SCRIPTURE    Acts 17:22-31                      NT pp. 137-38    

            John 14:15-21       NT p. 109 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

 

SERMON  Steadfast Presence The Rev. Dr. Scott Ramsey 

 

 

* HYMN   Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth  GG 7 
    NORWICH 
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T H A N K S G I V I N G  
 

INVITATION TO OFFERING  

  

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY  10,000 Reasons Arr. Stephen DeCasare 
   

* RESPONSE  Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow               GTG 607 

                                                                                                                                    OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Christ, all people here below; 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God, 

Whom we adore. Amen.  

 

    PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil:  for thine is the kingdom, and the power  

and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

 

S E N D I N G  
 

FOLLOWING CHRIST INTO THE WORLD 

 

*    HYMN  Help Us Accept Each Other GTG 754 
     BARONITA 

 

 

 

(Scan this QR code to donate or go to www.lewinsville.org and click the 

“Make a Gift“ Button to give online.) 

http://www.lewinsville.org/
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* CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 

* DISMISSAL  

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

 

POSTLUDE   Prelude in B Major, Op.7 No.1      Marcel Dupré 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

Lewinsville has a long history of enjoying our music ministry. Feel free to stay and enjoy the 

postlude, or you are welcome to exit the sanctuary during the postlude. 

 

An Elder or Deacon will be standing beside the pastors on the way out of the sanctuary, 

to take notes about any pastoral concerns. 

 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
 

 

 

ACTIVE IN TODAY’S SERVICE 

 

       MUSIC MINISTRY                                                  EVAN AYARS, ZACHARY GUTIERREZ   

           LAY READER                                                        DAVE SMITH 

          DUTY ELDER                                                       JANET GALE                                

          DUTY DEACON                                                   PETERSON HUANG      

          AUDIO/VISUAL MINISTRY                                  JOHN BAXLEY/CARLOS CLAROS 

                                                                                                                   (APERTURE MEDIA) 
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A N N O U N C E M E N T S  F O R  T H E  W E E K  O F  

M A Y  1 0 ,  2 0 2 6  
 

 

Music Ministry 

   

Bluegrass Sunday: The World Beloved: A Bluegrass Mass 
Sunday, May 17, 2026, 11 a.m. Service 

Dust off your boots and join us for a joyful, soul-stirring worship experience! This 

year’s Bluegrass Sunday features the Lewinsville Chancel Choir and a professional 

bluegrass band performing Carol Barnett’s celebrated work, The World Beloved: A 

Bluegrass Mass.  

  

This unique masterpiece blends the choral tradition with the driving energy of the 

fiddle, banjo, and mandolin. Don’t miss this festive morning of music—invite your 

friends and neighbors to share in this high-energy, foot-tapping service of praise!  

 

J. Franklin Clark Young Artist Series: Holy Happy Hour 

Wednesday, May 27, 2026, 6 15 p.m., Sanctuary 

Abigail Wood, a graduate student at Peabody Conservatory studying with Dr. Daniel 

Aune, will perform works by Duruflé, Pachelbel, Bach, Vierne, and Guilmant on 

Lewinsville's Gress-Miles/Lively-Fulcher instrument. The concert is free and open to 

all. 

 

J. Franklin Clark retired from Lewinsville Presbyterian Church in 2004 after serving 37 

years as Minister of Music. During his tenure at Lewinsville, it was said that in his 

work he emphasized the “minister” more than the “music.” To honor his lasting 
legacy of mentorship and nurturing of many young musicians, Lewinsville will host 

the annual J Clark Young Artists Concert as part of the Holy Happy Hour Concert 

Series in his honor. 
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        Christian Education 

    Children  

All Ages Messy Church 
Sunday, May 17, 2026, 9:30 a.m. 
Messy Church is whole-family interactive worship with stations exploring a theme or 

Bible story.  It is for kids ages 4 through 5th grade and their families; older youth 

volunteer as station leaders.  Messy Church begins in the Sanctuary with a short time 

of worship led by Pastor Jen, John Nothaft and Evan Ayars.  Stations take place in 

Fellowship Hall and include singing, crafts, games, building and story telling.  Messy 

Church concludes with breakfast at 10:30 am. The focus is Earth Care and New Life. 

The theme is the Promise of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Children Sunday School on 2nd and 4th Sundays 
Sunday May 24, 2026, 9:30 a.m.—10:30 a.m.  

Sunday School is for kids ages 4-5th grade and parents/caregivers.  All kids can be 

picked up in the Godly Playroom where they go for a snack at 10:30. Older Youth 

parents and caregivers may join the Parent discussions as well.                        
·       Ages 4-1st Grade  9:30 a.m. 

o   Joyful Noise Music    10 a.m. Godly Play         

·       2nd - 5th Grade    9:30 a.m. 

o   Sunday School with hands-on Bible stories, now upstairs in the Art Room   
·       Parent Break-out  9:30 a.m. 

o   Parent faith discussion across from Godly Play classroom 
  

Youth  

Confirmation Sunday/Pentecost 

May 24, 2026, 11 a.m. Worship Service 

You are invited to celebrate with the Lewinsville family as we confirm a class of young 

people during the worship service. They have spent months on a journey of faith and 

this is the day they will publicly claim that faith as their own. Pentecost is the Sunday 

we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit poured out on the gathered community, the 

birthday of the church, the moment when a frightened group of disciples was set on 

fire with purpose and sent out into the world. There is no more fitting day to 

welcome new members into the body of Christ than the day we celebrate the Spirit 

that binds us all together. 
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Register for Montreat Youth Conference                                         

July 19-25, 2026 

All youth who have completed 7th grade are welcome to register for Montreat Youth 

Conference. It is a week of faith formation and fun in the Blue Ridge Mountains of 

North Carolina. Reach out to Pastor Layne with any questions.  

 

 

 Adult Education 

  

True Confessions: What Presbyterians Believe and Why 

led by Rev. Dr. Quinn Fox   

Sundays through May 17, 2026, 9:30 a.m. 

The Presbyterian Church USA describes itself with 3Cs: Constitutional: we follow a 

Book of Order; Connectional: we are part of larger groups of church in Presbytery, 

Synods and the General Assembly; and Confessional: we are guided by such as the 

Apostles' Creed. Some may be new to us.  

 

·       Week 1: The Confessional Nature of the Church; Ancient Creeds 

·       Week 2: Reformation Creeds  

·       Week 3: Early Modern and Modern Creeds 

  

Dr. Fox is the retired Associate Pastor for Discipleship, National Presbyterian Church; 

Associate Director, The Center for Catholic and Evangelical Theology; Presbyterian 

Chaplain, American University; former Adjunct Faculty, Fuller Theological Seminary; 

Visiting Professor, The Evangelical Theological Seminary in Cairo, Egypt; and earned 

an M.Div., M.A.(Theology), Fuller Theological Seminary; Th.M., Princeton Theological 

Seminary; Ph.D. (Religion: History of Christian Thought), Graduate Department of 

Religion, Vanderbilt University.  
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Roots & Resonance: The Spirituals as Sacred Art by Dr. LeeLee Hunter  

Sundays through May 17, 2026, 9:30 a.m. 

What does it mean to sing freedom when you are not free? This three-week course 

invites participants to explore the Negro spirituals — one of America's most 

profound and enduring sacred traditions — through the lenses of musicology and 

theology. LeeLee Hunter, who holds a doctorate in musicology, will use her musical 

training to show the compositional sophistication of the spirituals: their modal 

harmonies, rhythmic complexity, and themes of lament and defiance.   

  

We will listen deeply, and we will listen differently. The spirituals are living testimony 

that spoke "truth to power" long before that phrase existed. Alongside musical 

analysis, we will wrestle with the spirituals' layers of meaning: their coded language, 

their vision of a God who sides with the oppressed, and their ongoing witness to the 

church today.  

 

War, Christian Nationalism and American Patriotism: Some reflections on Memorial 

Day led by Linton Brooks  (In-person only) 

May 24-June 7, 2026, 9:30 a.m.   

Memorial Day honors men and women who have given their lives in defense of the 

country. Because the United States is engaged in war, this is an appropriate time for a 

three-week study of war, which while always tragic is sometimes necessary. Our 

Memorial Day class will examine Christian attitudes toward war, giving particular 

attention to just war concepts.  Most of our emphasis in our second class will be on 

Christian Nationalism, which for some implies that the United States has a special 

mission from God, was founded and should be governed on Christian principles, and 

that therefore whatever the United States does in foreign affairs is likely to be the will 

of God. Some have invoked these ideas with respect to the war in Iran.  Our final class 

will consider how America’s “civic religion” - love of country while recognizing our 

flaws, a tradition of separation of church and state, and a recognition of ethnic and 

religious pluralism – should deal with these contrasting issues. Our examination will 

focus on ideas, not individuals. 

  

The leader will present background material and pose discussion questions, but most 

of the class will involve participant discussion. To encourage maximum candor, there 

will not be a Zoom option, nor will the class be recorded. 
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 General Announcements 
 

Inquirers’ Class 

Sunday, May 31, 2026, 3-5 p.m. 

Are you interested in joining Lewinsville Presbyterian Church or learning more about 

what it means to be Presbyterian or part of the Reformed faith? Are you interested in 

exploring, with a group of other folks at a similar point in their journeys, what 

participation in the life of a local congregation might look like?   

  

On Sunday afternoon, May 31, 2026, we will be holding a one-session Inquirers’ Class 
from 3 – 5 p.m., which will explore our personal spiritual journeys, the core beliefs of 

the Presbyterian Church (USA), and the mission and ministry of Lewinsville 

Presbyterian Church. If you have any questions, feel free to reach out to Pastors 

Scott, Layne or Jen for more information. 

  

FELLOWSHIP 
 

May Slice and Share: Pizza Lunch After Worship 

Sunday, May 17, 2026, Room 102A 

Enjoy pizza and meet new friends as you join the Fellowship Ministry Group for 

conversation and a pizza lunch. Deepen your relationships at Lewinsville with an 

immediately-after-church meal and conversation. Ten minutes is all it takes to get to 

know someone new, and then no need to figure out lunch! 

 

Rocks of Ages 

Friday, May 29, 2026, 11:30 a.m., Room 102A 

Craig Cheifetz, M.D. is our speaker for May.  He is President of Inova Primary Care 

and Vice President of Corporate Health Services. He will talk about the 

Transformations in Primary Healthcare along with the evolving landscape of AI in 

healthcare.  Please remember to RSVP to Bill Black, wmjblack@gmail.com/703-

448-5614 or Wendy Maiwurm, wmaiwurm@gmail.com/ 571-661-8775.  We ask 

for a donation of $7 for lunch.  
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Save the Date: Church Picnic at Lewinsville Retirement Residences 

Sunday, May 31, 2026 after church   

Celebrate the ongoing partnership between Lewinsville Presbyterian and LRR at the 

annual picnic. Hosted in the LRR Dining Hall by the Fellowship Ministry Group, this 

luncheon helps the church get to know our LRR neighbors while enjoying food and 

conversation. It also provides the residents with a weekend meal, as LRR does not 

have weekend meal support. Volunteers are needed to help set-up and serve: the 

point of contact for this event is Liz Bowen, lizbowen1@verizon.net. 
 

MISSION AND SERVICE   
 

Ukrainian Family News           

The shutdown of the Department of Homeland Security this spring has brought to a 

halt the processing of visa applications, renewals, green cards, and work permits for 

all immigrants.  Sergii has been rehired by a delivery service, and he is 

working full-time on a temporary work permit that accompanied the approval of 

his re-parole. If he does not receive his work permit by May 29, he will 

again, lose his job. Olga has not been able to be rehired by the Wegman’s 

bakery yet. All this means that the RRT has committed to continue 

financially supporting the P Family for the foreseeable future. 

  

In the meantime, RRT members are helping Olga get enrolled in an IT training course. 

Being able to secure a job in the IT field will enable her to bring in more income to 

support the family. We are also trying to determine which visa will provide the family 

more security and enable them to work toward U.S. citizenship. A reminder:  We are 

paying $2300/month for their rent and utilities and $2500/month for food and living 

expenses. We still need your contributions to the RRT fund to support this lovely 

Ukrainian family!   

  

Thus far in 2026, five additional members of the Lewinsville congregation have joined 

the RRT--bringing new energy and expertise to our work. We are so grateful for the 

commitment that this church is providing to this ministry.   
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Ministers                                                                                                The Entire Congregation of Lewinsville Church 

Pastor                                                                                                       The Rev. Dr. Scott Ramsey 

Associate Pastor for Christian Formation                                          The Rev. Layne B. Brubaker 

Stated Supply Pastor for Christian Education                                   The Rev. Jen Dunfee        

Director of Music Ministries                                                                 John Nothaft 

Children’s Music Specialist                                                                    Evan Ayars 

  

  

 

                                                                  Leadership at Lewinsville 

 

                                                                    Ruling Elders 
  

Clerk of Session: Doug Smith                                                                                          Treasurer: Robert Gaugler 

Spencer Deese                                                  Janet Gale                                              Emily Foster 

Betty Douglass                                                  LeeLee Hunter                                       Debbie Leavens 

Beverly Johnson                                               Jerry Kohlenberger                               Karl Sandberg 

Madison Kloster                                               Alan Kohler                                            Roy Siple 

  

  

                                                                             Deacons 

 

Judy Herseth    Harriet Hopkins   Carroll Bastian 

Tom Staeger (Moderator)   Corbin Rugh Rochedreux  Peterson Huang 

        Virginia McCormick 

  

 

Mission Co-workers 

         Andrew and Ellen Collins, Interserve (USA), Chiang Mai, Thailand 

 
  
  

Church Staff 

Communications & Live Stream Manager                                                                    Amelia Townsend 

Office Coordinator                                                                                                            Davi McDonald 

Director of Accounting and Administration                                                                 Marina Madhavan 

Facilities Manager                                                                                                             Steven Kirkland 

Evening Manager                                                                                                              Cecil Allen 

Pastor Emeritus                                                                                                                 The Rev. Gary G. Pinder 
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 New to Lewinsville?   

 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO LEWINSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH!  We are delighted to welcome 

all newcomers to our church family!  At Lewinsville Presbyterian Church, we are 

claimed by God in Jesus Christ, called to live as a community of faith, and sent to 

participate in the unfolding of God’s kingdom on earth.  
  

As you embark on this journey with us, we invite you to explore our mission and 

vision, which guide our every endeavor. To learn more about who we are and what 

we do, please visit our website at lewinsville.org. 

  

 

 

  
LEWINSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

                                                                 1724 Chain Bridge Road —McLean, Virginia 22101 

703-356-7200 www.lewinsville.org 

 

http://www.lewinsville.org/
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