Service For The Lord’s Day

Lewinsville Presbyterian Church
Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost

September 13, 2026 at 11 a.m.

— GROWING UP TOGETHER —
IN CHRIST
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Growing Up Together In Christ



Welcome to Worship at Lewinsville Presbyterian Church!
We are delighted to have you join us, and we hope that your participation in the life of our
congregation will strengthen, comfort, challenge, and inspire you in your own journey of faith.

All of us are on a journey.

Our journey is to maturity in Christ. In Ephesians 4:13, the Apostle Paul invites all of us to “come
to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of
the full stature of Christ.”

The Greek word for “maturity” is teleios, which has a sense of ‘completeness’ or ‘fullness.” We are
on a journey to fullness in Christ. The Message translation describes this as being “fully
developed within and without.”

Teleios is planted deep within us, and it is a summons from beyond us, drawing us
forward to grow, develop, and mature in Christ. Jesus walks with each one of us, helping and
teaching us, as we grow up together in Christ.

Teleios is not about being perfect; it is not about “getting it right.” It is about growing in
our capacity to love; growing in our willingness to forgive; growing in our readiness to speak the
truth in love; growing in our preparedness to walk compassionately with those who are suffering;
growing in our ability to set boundaries where necessary in our relationships; growing in our
willingness to apologize when we have done something to hurt someone else.

Teleios is about growing up together in Christ. We do this individually, and we do it
collectively, as a congregation.

As we grow up together in Christ, we claim the promise that God'’s loving grace is being poured
out upon all people, from the youngest among us to those who are older.
We are delighted to welcome people of all ages to worship:

¢ There are pillows available in the narthex to make the pews more comfortable.

* There are worship bags with activities for young children.

* Nursery care is available downstairs for our very youngest children.

* Hearing Assistance devices are available from the ushers or the audio/video station at

the rear of the sanctuary.

¢ Enlarged-print Glory to God hymnals are available from the ushers.

During the 2026-27 program year, we look forward to your participation and involvement in the
mission and ministry of Lewinsville, as we grow up together in Christ!

i
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THE LEWINSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

September 13, 2026

* _Ifyou are able, please stand

GATHERING
WELCOME

PRELUDE Prelude in G Major BWV 541 Johann Sebastian Bach

* CALL To WORSHIP

Gracious God, if we came to your house, we would find the door open, because there are
no closing hours for the hospitality of heaven.

If we came to your house, we would hear many accents, ours just one among them,
for there is no favored nation in the commonwealth of heaven.

If we came to your house, we would see people who never thought they would be allowed
in, if entrance were according to merit, rather than by your gracious invitation. So, as we
gather in Jesus’ name, let your generosity be behind all we do and share together. Gather
into one body the glorious assortment of people who are your true church.

Reveal within this community what we must do, what we must hear, and who we
must welcome, if we are to know Jesus among us.

God, give us the grace to surrender our presumptions as to what we should be or do; and
then amend our lives until we become the people you are calling us to be.

Let us worship God!



* HYMN O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing GTG 610
AZMON
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
(Silence for personal confession)

Gracious God, you know our sin:

We have squandered the gifts you have given us.

We have failed to forgive our debtors as you have forgiven us.

We have been unfaithful and dishonest in small things and great things alike.

We have been manipulative in seeking wealth and half-hearted in following your way.
Forgive our sins, O Lord, for your name’s sake.

Make us faithful stewards of the grace you have given, and generous

in forgiving others; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

RESPONSE Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us Renew! 85
WILLAN KYRIE
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
Friends, hear and believe the good news that comes from God.

In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!

* RESPONSE Glory Be To the Father GTG 581

GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be,
world without end.
Amen, amen.



*

* THE PEACE

The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also, with you.

Greet those around you, saying “Peace be with you” or “The Peace of Christ.” If you
prefer not to shake hands in greeting while passing the Peace of Christ, you may choose
to make eye contact and greet others in another personal way.

THE WORD

CHILDREN’S MEDITATION

Children are welcome to stay in the Sanctuary during the sermon. After the children’s meditation,
children ages PK-elementary school also have the option of leaving for Sermon Stories. Pastor Jen
or a member of the Sermon Stories team will lead the children to Room 102B. Today is Extended
Sermon Stories. Children will return to the Sanctuary during the final hymn.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE Genesis 1:26-27 OTp.1
Ephesians 4:1-16 NT pp. 193-4
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!
SERMON Teleios: Growing Up Together In Christ Rev. Dr. Scott Ramsey
HYMN Let the Whole Creation Cry GTG 679

SALZBURG
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* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from A Declaration of Faith (PCUS, 1977)

Jesus is our living Lord.
Jesus was dead and buried, but God raised him from the dead. The risen Lord appeared

to his followers. They recognized him as their Master who had been crucified. Before
Jesus left them, he commissioned them to proclaim to all people the good news of his
victory over death, and promised to be with them always.

We are certain that Jesus lives. He lives as God with us, touching all of human life with
the presence of God. He lives as one of us with God. Because he shares our humanity
and has bound us to himself in love, we have an advocate in the innermost life of God.
We declare that Jesus is Lord. His resurrection is a decisive victory over the powers that
deform and destroy human life.

His lordship is hidden. The world appears to be dominated by people and systems that do
not acknowledge his rule.

But his lordship is real. It demands our loyalty and sets us free from the fear of all lesser
lords who threaten us.

We maintain that ultimate sovereignty now belongs to Jesus Christ in every sphere of
life.

Jesus is Lord. He has been Lord from the beginning. He will be Lord at the end. Even now
he is Lord.



THANKSGIVING

INVITATION TO OFFE.RING . E ?!q'ﬁ; E
* Please sign and pass The Red Hand of Greeting Pad lf?.ﬁ{
-
r-
(Scan this QR code to donate or go to www.lewinsville.org and click E-l .:ri'&'&

the “Make a Gift” Button to give online.) [=] %

OFFERTORY Day by Day Martin How

Day by day, dear Lord, of thee three things | pray:
to see thee more clearly,
love thee more dearly,
follow thee more nearly,
day by day.

- Prayer of St. Richard of Chichester

* RESPONSE Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow GTG 607
OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;

Praise Christ, all people here below;
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;
Praise Triune God, who we adore. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and

the glory, forever. Amen.
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SENDING

FOLLOWING CHRIST INTO THE WORLD

* HYMN Go to the World! GTG 295

SINE NOMINE

*  CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*  DISMISSAL

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE Mvt. VI Final from Symphony No. 1, Op. 14 Louis Vierne

Lewinsville has a long history of enjoying our music ministry. Feel free to stay and enjoy
the Postlude, or you are welcome to exit the sanctuary during the postlude.

An Elder or Deacon will be standing beside the pastors on the way out of the sanctuary,
to take notes about any pastoral concerns.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EELEE LRSS

Today’s Call to Worship is adapted from a prayer from the Morning Worship of the
lona Community, iona.org.uk.


https://hymnary.org/tune/lasst_uns_erfreuen
http://iona.org.uk/

ACTIVE IN TODAY’S SERVICE

Music Ministry Chancel Choir, John Nothaft
Lay Reader John Thomas

Duty Elder Karl Sandberg

Duty Deacon Fatmata Kamara
Audio/Visual Ministry Tom Kraft /Aperture Media

ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR THE W EEK OF
SEPTEMBER 13, 2026

HAPPENING TODAY

Kickoff Sunday Events

Following worship, all are invited to enjoy treats in Fellowship Hall, a Photo Booth outside the
Chapel, games and activities for children outside the Rotunda doors, Dolley’s Ice Cream Cart,
and receive a sticker gift after creating a name tag. Thank you to Invitation & Connection and
Fellowship Ministry Group for Kickoff connections, fun and fellowship.

New Name Tag System- Design Yours After the Sunday Service

Starting this Sunday, we are moving to a reusable paper name tags in sleeves system that will
be more earth-friendly (reducing disposable stickers). After this Sunday's service you can make
your name tag and pick up your “Teleios” sticker gift. Name tag creation stations are in Room
1023, the library, and by the office doors. Starting Sunday, September 20, name tags can be
picked up on the way into the Sanctuary and placed in bins by the exits at the end of
fellowship in St. Andrew’s hall.

Friends and visitors will be able to create their own nametag before they enter the Sanctuary.

Lewinsville Choristers and Bells Rehearsal - Grades 3-12
Choristers learn repertoire appropriate for use in worship services, while developing lifelong
leadership, music and sacred worship skills.



Youth Fellowship

Sunday, September 13, 6-8 p.m., Youth Room

If you are in the sixth through senior high school grades, you’re invited to join the Lewinsville
Youth Ministry. It provides opportunities for youth to know Jesus through Bible study, spiritual
formation, fellowship, mission opportunities and connecting with the broader congregation.
Dinner provided.

Please note: There will be no Youth Fellowship next week, September 20, due to a school
holiday on Monday, September 21.

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Blessing of the Animals

Sunday, September 27, 4 p.m. Pavilion

Lewinsville Presbyterian Church will gather outside for the Blessing of the Animals. Bring your
dogs, your cats, your rabbits, your guinea pigs, and whatever other beloved creatures share
your home and your heart. All animals are welcome, and so are the people who love them.
(Animals must be on a leash or in a carrier). The Blessing of the Animals falls near the Feast of
Saint Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of animals, who believed that every creature reflects
something of the glory of God.

This year during our Blessing of the Animals we want to memorialize and remember the pets
whom we have loved and lost. If you would like your pet to be remembered in this way scan
the QR code to complete the form. Your memorial will be printed in The
Blessing of the Animals Bulletin. If you would like your pet's photo to be
included in a Pet Memorial Slide show on the Lewinsville screens, please
upload it to the same form.

The deadline to submit is Sunday, September 20.



CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

CHILDREN

Pick Up Your Children’s Ministry Brochures

Want to know how Lewinsville Church forms the faith of children along with their

families? Grab a Children’s Ministry@Lewinsville Presbyterian brochure to find the best fit
options for worship, Sunday School, service opportunities, and engaging Bible Stories. The
brochure also describes our Nursery care, the monthly children’s schedule, and a QR code to
download the “Called” App. Open “Called” anytime for immediate, at-your-fingertips access
to the most updated schedules for Sunday mornings, what’s happening in worship that day,
and other family events.

Sunday School begins on Sunday, September 20, 2026

Before church, younger children grow worship and music skills through Joyful Noise, led by
Children’s Music Specialist Evan Ayars. Following music, children learn Bible Stories with a
dedicated team of Godly Play teachers. Godly Play is an interactive and hands-on retelling of
Bible Stories that invites children to enter into the story and experience who God is and what
God is doing. Older children engage Bible Stories through skits, building projects, worship
activities, drawing and thinking routines. Both age groups follow a year-long curriculum, from
God’s first covenant through the Holy Spirit growing early church communities.

YOuTH

Pick Up Your Lewinsville Youth Calendars

Want to know what will be happening with the youth group this coming year? Then, grab one
of the handy-dandy youth booklets after today’s worship service. You will find them in the rack
near the entrance to Saint Andrews Hall.



ADULT EDUCATION

Aliens, Al and Alternative Reality Class

Sundays, September 20 -October 18, 9:30 a.m.

Join Pastor Layne, Pastor Jen and guest speaker Dr. Katie Reklis as they explore how the
possibilities of aliens, the advance of Al and alternative reality space challenge our theological
claims of the nature of humanity. What does it mean to be created “imago Dei”? How do we
understand, relate to and worship God?

Books the Lectionary Leaves Out: Lamentations, the Pastorals and Philemon

Sundays, September 20 - October 18, 9:30 a.m., In person only

The Reformed tradition emphasizes the centrality of scripture. Many, perhaps most of us gain
our knowledge of scripture from listening to readings in worship and to exposition on those
readings by preachers. But what do we do about books of the Bible that appear infrequently
or not at all in the lectionary? We cannot ignore them, since we are told that all scripture is
important. The Adult Education Committee has decided to devote one class a year to such
works. Last year we discussed Esther and the Song of Songs. Linton Brooks will open this year
by looking at the Hebrew scripture book of Lamentations, describing the plight of those left
behind after the Jewish elite was carried off into Babylon, the Pastorals (attributed to Paul but
certainly written long after his time) discussing early church organization, and Philemon, Paul's
only personal letter which raises questions about slavery and Christianity. This five-week
Bible study will seek to discover the meaning of these works for our spiritual life today.
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FELLOWSHIP

Faith and Fellowship

Wednesday, September 16, 6:30 p.m.

This popular format returned on September 9 for a 10-week session. This casual Bible Study
and fellowship group met weekly through the end of October. Linda Bender shares her
thoughts on why she enjoys this group, "Attending a Bible study with peers who arein a
similar life situation offers a uniquely supportive environment for spiritual growth. We openly
share struggles with others who can directly relate to our experiences and offer relevant
encouragement and guidance. This shared perspective creates a safe space for vulnerability,
fosters genuine accountability, and strengthens my faith."

Five Cities Bible Study

Monday, September 21, 6:30 p.m.

The model of a casual five-part Bible Study over a 5 Guys dinner returns with a new theme:
Five Cities. While learning about Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Babylon, Jericho and Rome, we will
see how God's covenantal and redeeming love moves through places as well as people. It also
affords us an opportunity to get to know one another.

Rocks of Ages

Friday, September 25, 11:30 a.m., Room 102a

The Senior Songsters, a popular group of singers and musicians, will lead a sing-along. The
group includes Lewinsville’s own John Thomas on keyboards. Please remember to RSVP to Bill
Black, wmjblack@gmail.com/703-448-5614 or Wendy Maiwurm, wmaiwurm@gmail.com/
571-661-8775. We ask for a donation of S7 for lunch.
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Music MINISTRY

The Fall Music season begins on Kickoff Sunday, September 13. It promises to bring you a
vibrant program of worship music and special programming. There will be plenty of
opportunities for you to take part. Lewinsville provides a fun and welcoming space where
you can explore your interest in music and serve the mission of Lewinsville as well. For
adults, the Chancel Choir is a great place to begin. Sing for Sunday Services and events. All skill
levels are welcome. For youth and children, Joyful Noise teaches children age three through
Pre-K the basics of singing and music-making and helps them become familiar with sacred
music. The Lewinsville Choristers and Bells are for youth in grades 3 through 12.

For Adults
e Chancel Choir—a great place to begin. You will sing for the Sunday services 7:30-9 p.m.
Thursdays
e Chancel Bells — Ring for services and special occasions. Open to any adult 2:30-4 p.m.
Thursdays

e Lewinsville Cantorum - For more experienced members of the Chancel Choir. If you
love Renaissance, Baroque and even contemporary pieces

For Youth and Children
e Lewinsville Choristers (Grades 2-12) - Learn repertoire appropriate for use in worship
services while developing lifelong leadership, musical, and worship skills.

o Joyful Noise (Ages 3- 2nd grade) - Children explore their voices and learn the basics of
singing, music making and become familiar with Christian music. 9:30-10 a.m. Sundays
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IMISSION AND SERVICE

Disaster Relief in Nepal: Support PDA's Response

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is responding after a catastrophic
glacier collapse in the Himalayas triggered severe flash floods and
landslides in Nepal. Drawing on deep relationships established since the
2015 earthquake, PDA has already dispatched an emergency grant
providing essential food, medicine kits, and shelter support. As immediate
needs evolve, PDA will accompany local partners through the entire long-term recovery phase.
Please consider giving to support PDA's ongoing relief efforts in Nepal by scanning the QR
code.

Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance

Out of Chaos,
Hope

13



Mark Your Calendars: Sunday October 4, 2026

On World Communion Sunday we will be joined in worship by Stephen Njoroge, the executive
director of The United Matunda Academy and Children’s Home (also known as UOA). Stephen
will be sharing about his work in Kenya during worship. Following worship plan to join Mission
and Service in Fellowship Hall for a light lunch and meet and great with Stephen.

SHARE Coat Drive:

SHARE’s current inventory of coats sustained significant damage this summer. As a result, they
are in urgent need of winter coats for men, women, and children. Any donations of gently
used or new coats would be greatly appreciated and will make a meaningful difference for
families in our community. Coats can be dropped off at any time in the sheds at the entrance
to Share; 1367 Chain Bridge Rd, McLean. Door #8. Or you can place coats in the designated bin
in Saint Andrews Hall.

A Fall Update from the Refugee Resettlement Team (RRT)

This spring and summer we added 4 new RRT Members: Eve Jelstrom, Meghann Klein, Blake
Scherr, and Leslie Speidel. Unfortunately, we lost two members: Skye Justice (who left in
August to work in the American Embassy in Benin) and Don Lu (who has retired from the State
Department and is moving to California in late September). Both Skye and Don have been
invaluable to our work, and they will be sorely missed.

The S Family (Afghanistan): Parasto, the daughter in the S family, has passed her English
proficiency exam in the Prince William County Adult Education program and is beginning to
study for her GED! Parasto will again be selling knitted goods and jewelry at our Fair-Trade
Sale in early December. Many thanks to Harriet Hopkins and Siobhan Grayson for facilitating
all this!
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The P Family (Ukraine): The P family continues to thrive, thanks to the generosity of time and
money provided by this congregation. Some updates:

English language: For months the parents have worked to improve their English by
taking on-line courses. Now a neighbor of Harriet Hopkins is providing personal
tutoring to the mother, and Bill Huneke (an RRT member from Trinity Herndon
Presbyterian Church) is providing English tutoring for the father. These sessions have
allowed the adults to make great strides in learning English.

Legal matters: We continue to be worried about their legal status. If Congress
does not renew the Ukrainian Humanitarian Parole by October 19, they will lose one of
their legal protections. They will be applying for a renewal of their Temporary
Protective Status on November 1, and the concern is that the current Administration
will either revoke the Ukrainian TPS, deny the approval, or slow down the process once
again so that they become “out of status,” hence unable to work. David Foster’s law
firm continues to provide pro bono legal assistance and advice to the family.

Work: Both parents have been delivering packages for Amazon. The mother’s
part-time shift begins at 3:00 a.m., which enables her to be back home before the
children awake and leave for school. The mother has also been taking online courses
to become certified in the field of Quality Assurance. Leslie Speidel and Meghann Klein
have worked with her all summer to seek out potential employers and develop
resumeés for various Al-related positions that she is applying for. She is currently
waiting for responses to numerous applications.

Finances: Phil Church has worked with the family to develop a detailed
budget. Federal and state budget reductions have led to the family’s losing their SNAP
(food stamp) benefits and the parents’ Medicaid coverage. This has dealt a significant
blow to their finances. Our hope is that when the mother is finally able to work full-
time the family will be financially stable.

We are totally dependent upon the prayers, support, financial contributions, and talents of
this congregation! Thank you for everything.
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Lewinsville welcomes Brooksfield School teachers and students back for their second year
here! The new large playground has been completed and is ready for all to enjoy. Please be
sure to check it out this Sunday during Kickoff activities.




MINISTERS

PASTOR

ASSOCIATE PASTOR FOR CHRISTIAN FORMATION
STATED SuPPLY PASTOR FOR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
DIRECTOR OF MuSIC MINISTRIES

CHILDREN’S MUSIC SPECIALIST

CLERK OF SESSION: DOUG SMITH
JANET GALE

LEELEE HUNTER

JERRY KOHLENBERGER

ALAN KOHLER

HARRIET HOPKINS
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LEADERSHIP AT LEWINSVILLE
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Roy SipLE

DEACONS
CARROLL BASTIAN
PETERSON HUANG

The Entire Congregation of Lewinsville Church
The Rev. Dr. Scott Ramsey
The Rev. Layne B. Brubaker

The Rev. Jen Dunfee
John Nothaft
Evan Ayars

TREASURER: ROBERT GAUGLER
JiMm EDMONDSON

IRENE FOSTER

TONI HARRINGTON

AUGUSTA NIDAY

BiLL BLACK
PRISCILA FUNES

FATMATA KAMARA
LENA PAUL

TOM STAEGER
YUKO TAKAKUSAKI

VIRGINIA McCORMICK

Andrew and Ellen Collins, Interserve (USA), Chiang Mai, Thailand
Jed and Jenny Koball, PCUSA Mission Co-workers, Lima, Peru

CHURCH STAFF

COMMUNICATIONS & LIVE STREAM MANAGER
OFFICE COORDINATOR

DIRECTOR OF ACCOUNTING AND ADMINISTRATION
FACILITIES MANAGER

EVENING MANAGER

PARISH ASSOCIATE

PARISH ASSOCIATE

PARISH ASSOCIATE

PASTOR EMERITUS

AMELIA TOWNSEND
DAvI MCDONALD
MARINA MADHAVAN
STEVEN KIRKLAND
CECIL ALLEN
THE REV. CRAWFORD BRUBAKER
THE REV. DR. LAURA CUNNINGHAM
THE REV. DAN THOMAS
THE REV. GARY G. PINDER
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Lewinsyille

Presbyterian Church

New to Lewinsville?

WELCOME TO LEWINSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH! We are delighted to welcome all newcomers to our
church family! At Lewinsville Presbyterian Church, we are claimed by God in Jesus Christ, called to
live as a community of faith, and sent to participate in the unfolding of God’s kingdom on earth.

As you embark on this journey with us, we invite you to explore our mission and vision, which
guides our every endeavor. To learn more about who we are and what we do, please visit our
website at lewinsville.org.

LEWINSVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
1724 Chain Bridge Road —MgcLlean, Virginia 22101
703-356-7200
www.lewinsville.org
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